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A chance to grow
Whitesburg city officials find themselves this week facin? both

a crisis and a challenging opportun ity as the result of hc stop
of construction on the new Whitesburg Area Vocational School
by the state health department.

The health d .rtment, through its Kentucky Water Pollution
Control Commission, insists the site for the new school Is too
close to the proposed inlet on the Kentucky River for the Whites-
burg Water system, and declines to permit the school to be built
unless it Is tied into the Whitesburg city sewer system.

The school site is in the Pine Mountain Junction area whicli the
city annexed and then dropped from the official city boundaries
a few years ago because it could not at that time afford to ex-

tend water and sewer facilities to the area.
The situation now has changed considerably. New federal

grants-in-ai- d programs, through a half-doze- n federal agencies,
can handle most of the financial burden. And it appears that
the county school system will be in a position to put up a fair-siz- ed

chunk of cash to help out.
The new set of circumstances give the city an important

opportunity for growth, one that we can't afford to pass by.
Failure on the part of the city to act may well cost the county
the new vocational school, with all the promise that the school
holds out for hundreds of Letcher Countians who could learn new
skills and earn increased income. Failure of the city to act also
would give the town a very black eye with numerous federal
agencies who have less and less patience with Eastern Kentucky
towns who fail to respond to their opportunities.

Growth pressures upon Whitesburg are enormous, and growing
daily. Tiie demand for housing, the demand for parking spaces,
the demand for an improved water supply, additional sewers,
for office space, for business sites - are constant and growing.
Each unmet demand simply forces the individual or the business,
office, or institution, to locate elsewhere and adds to the growth
of places like Hazard.

By continuing to ignore growth pressures , by saying "No" to
each new opportunity, Whitesburg can remain a snug (and smug?)
little town in the immediate future. But whether it even can
survive, without growth, in a competitive situation with Hazard,
Pikevllle and Harlan over a period of years is open to question.
We can't give the other towns a run for their money unless we
are willinq to get in the race.

Straightening out the vocational school sewer problems and
securing that important institution for the town would be a good
place to start.

Industry IS possible
September, 1966, may well go down in history as one of the

truly important landmarks in the development of Eastern Ken-

tucky.
From Prestonsburg comes word that the United States Shoe

Corp. , one of the giants of the industry, has reached tentative
agreement with the City of Prestonsburg for location of a new
factory there.

The plant, employing some 400 men and women, would be a
major ooost to the economy of Prestonsburg and the Big Sandy
Valley. But new plants are being located Dy the hundreds through-
out the country, and one more scarcely is major headline mater-
ial.

The Prestonsburg plant, however, is of unusual significance. It
marks the coming of industry to the coal fields - for, up until
now, despite years of state, federal and private effort - not a
single new Industry has located within the coal mining region
of Eastern Kentucky.

State and federal officials who have had a hand in the nego --

tiations with U. S. Shoe are hopeful that the ice has been
broken, so to speak, and that other plants and other firms in
other coalfield towns and counties are now but a matter of time.

Prestonsburg's success, however, contains some lessons for the
numerous people of this area who are always asking "why don't
they" bring a factory here?

The shoe firm made a tough bargain with Prestonsburg. Under
it the city agreed to (1) issue $900, 000 worth of revenue bonds
to finance construction and equipment of a 60, 000-squa- re foot
building; (2) provide a site for the plant structure; (3) provide
utilities to the plant, and also highway approaches, and (4)
assure a training program for the workers who will be hired.

In otherwords, Prestonsburg has to build and equip the plant,
install the utilities and train the workers.

Question: Is Whitesburg prepared to do as much for a new in-

dustry? Is Neon? Is Jenkins? Hindman? Hazard?
With the vocational school, Whitesburg could offer the train-

ing. State law .makes possible financing such as Prestonsburg's
through revenue bonds, and presumably state and federal high-
way and economic development funds can be obtained for needed
site access and site improvements.

But there has to be a local organization with the willingness
and the know-ho- w to do these tilings.

But the Prestonsburg story demonstrates that it is possible to
attract industry to the coal fields, even such an unlikely industry
as a shoe plant, and should spark new hope and renewed determ-
ination , in our quest for a better future.

THE HILLS CALL
Serene and steadfast they stand against the horizon, guarding

the valleys and lowlands. At dawn as the sun lifts in the east,
slanting rays paint a picture of soft hues when the light rays
strike the evergreens mixed with the opening leaves of hard-
woods. Patches of fog lift slowly, as colors change from ftint
pastel hues to the familiar coloring in full light.

Millions of years ago these hills were kneaded and folded.
They have known the brutal scourgings of four great ice sheets.
On them one can still see the marks wuere God s Great Plow
scraped across the granite. When the last ice age ended some
15, 000 years ago, trees and flowers returned, and now each
hill has its zones. There are hardwoods and flowers at the
base; then the belt of evergreens above. Near the top are the
wind-tortur- ed small trees In grotesque shapes. An on the
summit are pockets of alpine flowers that live thel r life span
in a few short weeks.

Why does man want to climb a high mountain? Because it
is there and offers a challenge. Why do men in the valleys
lift their eyes to the hills? Because the hills represent some-
thing enduring and certain, something in which a man can be-
lieve in an era when uncertainty and tension grip a world of
nations still struggling to learn how to live together. Since
ancient days, whenever hills lift above the surrounding ter-
rain, men nave found spiritual comfort in the heights. It is
not for all to climb above the valleys, but there are those
who look upward and respond to the" call of the hills.

The Hartford Coura'nt
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Council proposes
major reforms
in welfare system

A guaranteed minimum income
for every American as a major
step toward abolishing poverty
has been urged by the Advisory
Council on Public Welfare.

The Council also called for the
provision of social services as a
matter of legal right and for a
"revolutionary reversal of roles"
between the Federal and State
governments In provi ding wel-

fare.
Under the proposed reversal,

tiie Federal government would
set minimum welfare standards
for the states and pay the extra
costs they would Involve.

To replace a parsimonious mul-
titude of public-assistan- ce pro-
grams, wlilch, according to the
council, helps perpetuate poverty,
a single comprehensive-payme- nt

plan was urged. The only eligi-
bility requirement for such pay-
ments would be need. . . .

The council said neither the
War on Poverty nor the long-ran- ge

Great Society goals can be real-
ized if everyone does not enjoy
"the basic guarantees of a prac-
tical minimum level of income
and social protection. "

How much would minimum
guaranteed -- income payments be?
The council didn't say, stating
only that the figures would vary
with family size, cost-of-livi- ng

factors ana regional differences.
Council members thought in

terms of the generally accepted
poverty -- cutoff level of $3, 200 a
year for a family of four and
$1. 600 for an Individual.

Present welfare payments are
far below these figures.

The national median for an Old
Age Assistance recipient is $930
a year; for a needy child, $425,
and for a family of four, $1, 701.

Such payments, the council
said, "are so low and so uneven
that the Government Is, by Its
own standards and definitions, a
major source of the poverty on
which it has declared uncondi-
tional "war.

Of the 32 to 34 million Amer-
icans living in poverty under the
Johnson administration 's defini-
tion, only 7. 5 million are on
public assistance.

The council abo called for:
Bigger unemployment-insuranc- e

payments;
Higher Social Security bene-

fits;
An Increased Federal minimum

wage;
A full range of social services

in public welfare agencies which
are to be available as a matter
of right at all times and in con- -

International Book Project, an
organization conceived and or-

ganized in Lexington, has found
91 donors to date to contribute

booki in re --

sponse to more than 500 requests
' received from English-speaki- ng

persons in India.
The announcement was made

by Mrs. J. Farra Van Meter, or-

ganizer of the project, at a
board meeting of . P. this
week.

Mrs. Van Meter, after spending
several weeks visiting institutions
and homes in India, wrote to the
Hindu Weekly Review in Madras,
India, in April mentioning that
previous iss es of the newspaper
had referred to a need for tec' --

nlcal and professional publicat-
ions in India and to a shortage
of books and other English-langua- ge

publications In Indian
nomes. She pointed out that
Americans subscribe to numer-
ous publications and purchase
many adult and children's books
and, after reading t lem, wish
they knew of some constructive
use for them.

Mrs. Van Meter said she could
make no promise, bit that if
Indian families would write her
of any such needs she woild see
what she could do about putting
correspondents in contact with
American families with kindred
interests.

Requests in the more than 500
letters received are from virt-
ually all professions, trades and
technologies, have Included
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W fIS
Would hurt poor

To the editor:

Two amendments to the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA) of 1965 which would severe-
ly reduce the amount of Federal
funds going to serve pupils in areas
with high concentrations of pover-
ty are now pending in the United
States Senate.

L TAKING MOEY FROM THE
POOR. The first of these would
abolish that jart of the Act which
presently requires that projects
funded under Title I of the Ed-

ucation Act serve schools In "a-re- as

having high concentrations
of children from low-inco-

families. " A new amendment
approved by the Senate Educa-
tion subcommittee will, if passed,
allow money to be given to any
school which merely has concen-
trations of "educationally de-

prived children. "
SINCE APPROXIMATELY HALF

THE SCHOOL CHILDREN IN TIE
NATION COULD QUALIFY BY
THIS NEW STANDARD, TITLE I
OF THE ELEMENTARY AND SEC-

ONDARY EDUCATION ACT
WOULD BE CHANGED FROM A
PROGRAM CATEGORICALLY DE-

SIGNED FOR POOR CHILDREN TO
A GENERAL AID PROGRAM FOR
ALL CHILDREN LAGGING BEHIND
THEIR CLASSMATES.
The amendment would he an en

invitation for local school
administrators to spread limited
Federal resources to every school
in their system, thus completely
undermining the original anti-pove- rty

Intent of the 1965 Act.
It would deprive the poor of the
$1.4 billion the administration
proposes to spend on ESEA pro-
grams this year, and spread the

venlent locations to those who
need them.

The Advisory Council report
urged that a single comprehen-
sive program based1 simply on a
person's need replace the various
special assistance programs, such
as aid to the blind, dependent
children and permanently disab-
led.
The Council was established by

Congress,

Many of its recommendations
are expected to be Included in
the legislation the President pro-
poses to Congress next year.

(From "Community Develop-
ment, " August, 1966)

books on philisop iy, religio is

literature, agriculture, science,
medicine and commerce. Cor-
respondents have asked for books
for students from nursery school
through graduate school. But
t'le common theme of all of the
letters, Mrs. Van Meter said,
is for contact with Americans
of similar Interests.

Mrs. Van Meter pointed out
that additional donors are needed
who will send books to children
and adults. The project is es-

pecially adaptable to family and
group activity, and can cost as
little as 10 cents a month, the
postage of a small magazine or
book.

Persons who have good but used
books, professional journals, or
quality magazines may write to
International Book Project, Inc. ,
17 Mentelle Park, Lexington, or
to the Division of State & Local
Services, Medical Center, Uni-
versity of Kentucky, Lexington,
giving specific information on
tre types of publications they
would like to share.

The project, a non-pro- fit vol-
unteer organization, will supply
the name of a person who has re-

quested a publication of that
type. Simple mailing Instruct-
ions will be sent, along with
postal rates. In general, say
workers on the Project, the in-

ternational book rate is so reason-
able that a book can be sent from
Lexington to Madras less expen-
sively than across town.

Indian families getting English books
through Lexingtonian's sharing project

English-langua- ge

I ITOB
funds around so thinly that they
would be of limited benefit.

2. AN END TO
The second amendment

to the ESEA would do away with
the requirement that Title I pro
jects be developed in

with local community action
agencies administering comrriunl-t- y

and -- poverty projects. Current
procedures developed by the Of-
fice of Economic Opportunity and
the Office of Education provide for
a reasonable, efficient referral and
review procedure to meet this re-

quirement. All Title I projects
are submitted to the local com-
munity action agency, which
then has 15 days to review the
program and make comments.
This aljows the CAP to

its other programs with the
ESEA project, and avoid pro-
gram overlap, waste and dupli-
cation. Since the poor are repre-
sented on the boards of CAPs they
are given some chance to express
their opinions on school programs
before they go into operation.

If either of these amendments
remains in the bill, school ad-
ministrators could divert the El-

ementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act's intent to serve poor
children, and the Act's value as
a weapon in the anti -- poverty ar-

senal would be largely negated.
The House Bill contains neither
of these new destructive provi-
sions.

THESE AMENDMENTS ARE NOW
BEFORE THE SENATE LABOR AND
PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE.
WE SUGGEST THAT YOU WRITE
SENATOR LISTER HILL, COM-
MITTEE CHAIRMAN, AND SEN-

ATOR WAYNE MORSE, WHO HAS
INITIAL JURISDICTION OVER
EDUCATION LEGISLATION IN
THE SENATE AND URGE THEM
TO RETAIN THE LANGUAGE OF
THE 1965 ACT.
Sincerely,
CITIZENS CRUSADE AGAINST
POVERTY, Washington, D. C.

Roads (from Page 1)

this is a program. The
Congressional Act specifically
provides that the legislation will
expire In 1970 and, therefore, we
recognize that we must complete
all planning and design and get
these projects under construction
prior to that date.

"What I want to do at the meet-
ing at Ashland on September 21 is
to present the facts as I will have
them at that time. I will invite
the US 23 As relation, the Ashlan-

d-Boyd County Chamber of
Commerce, or any other organ-
izations or individuals interested
In the program, to check on whe-
ther I make a completely hon-
est and factual presentation of
the program. I don't expect
anyone just to take my word for
it. "

School (from Page 1)

demand for trained workers.
Each class would have a max-

imum load of 20 students. Jun-
ior and senior high school stu-
dents from throughout the county
would be permitted to attend,
and woula be given priority
during day-tim- e classes in which
they would be intregated with
adults.

The school curriculum Is plan-
ned for students who do not ex-
pect to go on to college, and
students who expect to enter
college should not enter the
vocational school.

The training course at the
school would extend over a per-
iod of 440 days.

Boggs pointed out that the school
would serve students from both
the Letcher County schools and
the Jenkins Independent school
systems, as well as adults.

Boggs said that he hopes he,
the city attorney, the school
board attorney, the city water
commission, the city council,
and the architect and other con-
cerned agencies and officials
can get together in the near
future to review the situation
and to find a solution. So far,
he said, he has been unable to
get the various parties together.


