
By Michael Broihier

Late Tuesday, Franklin
Circuit Court Judge Phillip
Shepherd gave Kentucky
House Republicans and a
lone Democratic senator a
reprieve from redistricting
plans signed into law by
Gov. Steve Beshear in
January.

The Republicans argued
that House Bill 1, written in
the Democrat-controlled
General Assembly, was
unconstitutional because it
divided more counties and
precincts than the plan that
they had proposed. State
Senator Kathy Stein, who
currently represents the heart
of Lexington had her district
moved to the northeastern
corner of the state.

In his decision, Shepherd
said that the General
Assembly had failed in their
proposal to redraw the

boundaries of Kentucky’s
100 House districts and 38
Senate districts to stay with-
in their constitutional man-
date to “make full use of the
maximal population varia-
tion (plus or minus five per-
cent between districts) and
divide the fewest number of
counties.”

Shepherd also said that
legislators had played too
loose in their interpretation
of previous court decisions
that give them some flexibil-
ity in creating districts of
approximately the same size
by forwarding a plan where
district populations varied by
almost ten percent and divid-
ed 28 counties into more
than one district.

The judge acknowledged
that modern complexity was
at variance with rules written
in the state’s 1891 constitu-
tion that put a priority on the
county as the central unit of

government but
indicated that bal-
ancing the law and
modern challenges
was a decision better
suited for the state
Supreme Court. 

Commenting on
Sen. Stein’s case specifically,
Shepherd wrote in his deci-
sion that the people who
elected her and those that she
would represent if the House
Bill 1 plan was enacted
would not be represented by
someone they elected for two
years.

The judge’s decision said
that until the house presents
a plan in keeping with the
state’s constitution the
Secretary of State must use
the existing district plan.
Filing for candidacy for the
General Assembly and
Senate has been extended
until Friday and will most
likely be extended again.

Judge Shepherd was in the
news recently over his deci-
sion directing the Cabinet for
Health and Family Services
to turn over records of chil-
dren who were killed or
serisously injured while
under the cabinet’s care.
Phillips sided with several
newspapers that filed to suit
to get access to records
under Kentucky’s Sunshine
laws. 

The state has decided to
appeal Phillips decision,
arguing that those docu-
ments should remain secret
to protect the identities of
those identifying abuse and
other family members.

By Michael Broihier

Monday, Troy Hafley,
37, of Hustonville, was
arraigned before Judge Bill
Oliver in District Court on
charges of wanton endan-
germent and unsworn falsi-
fications to authorities
stemming from a Jan. 14
fire at his flower shop.

Hafley was charged with
eleven separate counts of
first degree wanton endan-
germent, one each for every
fire fighter that responded
to the late afternoon blaze
at the Hustonville flower
and gift shop and one count
for endangering the life of a
woman who lives next
door. In a complaint,
Hustonville Police Chief
Fred McCoy stated that by
intentionally setting fire to
his business, Hafley put the
fire fighters and neighbor
“in substantial danger of
death or serious injury.”

McCoy’s complaint
states that neighbors house
lies only 15 feet from the
fire’s point of origin.

The unsworn falsifica-

tions mentioned in the
complaint stem from
McCoy’s charge that
Hafley made several verbal
and one written statement
indicating that he had left
his business at 2:20 p.m. on
the day of the fire and had
not returned until after the
blaze was reported, but
subsequent investigation
revealed Hafley could be
seen exiting the flower
shop on video recorded at a
nearby bank after 4 p.m.,
shortly before the fire was
reported.

There is no indication in
the court records as to why
Hafley was not also
charged with arson despite
having admitted to starting
the fire. 

He was freed on a $1,000
cash bond and is scheduled
to appear in a a preliminary
hearing on Feb. 20.

Stanford resident,David
Meade has filed to run for
State Representative in
the 36th District, which
encompasses Lincoln &
Garrard Counties.

In filing, Meade said the
desire to serve is what
lead him to run for this
position. “I genuinely
want to help the people of
Lincoln & Garrard coun-
ties. With the redistrict-
ing, and my friend, Rep.
Danny Ford, no longer
serving our area, I
believed I should step up
and be willing to serve. I
grew up in Lincoln
County. After my wife
and I were married, we
moved to Garrard County,

and lived there for 7 years.
We then moved back to
the Stanford area, howev-
er, my wife still works in
the Garrard County
school system.  I have
many friends and family
there, and I love the peo-
ple of both communities.”

“My desire is to repre-
sent the conservative views
and values of the people of
our district and state. I want
to hear from the voters
about what is important to
them, and be their voice in
Frankfort,” Mead said.

Meade, a graduate of
Lincoln County High
School, earned a degree in
Electrical Engineering
Technology, and spent 9

years in the industrial elec-
trical field. He currently
resides in Stanford with his
wife, Rebecca, and 5 year
old son.  His roots are firm-
ly planted in the
Lincoln/Garrard district.

His mother, Gina
(Lawson) Meade, was
raised in Moreland and
Hustonville, and has a long
family history in the area.
His father, Don, is original-
ly from Waynesburg and
Kings Mountain, with fam-
ily ties dating back many
generations. Meade also
has many extended family
members who live in
Lancaster & Garrard
County, as well.

For the past six years,
Meade has worked as an
auctioneer and realtor with
Lincoln Realty and Auction
Co. in Stanford, and the
Irvin Group in Lancaster.
He is a member of the
Kentucky Association of
Realtors, the National
Association of Realtors,
and a committee member
with the Kentucky
Auctioneers Association.

Meade is also active in
his community. He serves
on the executive board of
the Lincoln County
Chamber of Commerce, is
involved with various char-
itable organizations and is a
former worship leader in
his church. Meade and his
wife are currently in the
process of adopting a child,
and are strong advocates
for adoption. 

He also involves himself
internationally as a found-
ing member and director of
Mimi’s House, a home for
abandoned, abused and
poverty stricken children
in Guatemala.
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Two Stanford men file for state representative

By David Brock

It may take filling out some
paperwork in Frankfort to get
the name just right on the bal-
lot, but Lincoln County voters
won’t have any trouble recog-
nizing the moniker
‘Buckwheat’ when they vote
in the May primary.

Former Lincoln County
Judge-Executive Ron Gilbert
filed Monday as a Democrat
to run for the 36th District
House of Representatives seat
now up for grabs following
Lonnie Napier’s announce-
ment he won’t seek re-elec-
tion.

“I’ve been retired the last
few years, and I just felt like
Lincoln County, and Garrard
County, both needed good
representation there in
Frankfort,” Gilbert said on his
way back from the state capi-
tal Monday.

Gilbert, 68, was elected
magistrate three times begin-
ning in the mid-’80s before
serving three terms as judge-
executive.

The former-Norfolk
Southern railroad engineer
retired from office in 2009
before the end of his term and
handed the reigns to Lincoln’s
then-coroner Bill Demrow,
who subsequently lost to cur-
rent Judge-Executive Jim
Adams.

During his time as judge-
executive, Gilbert was a pro-
ponent of the successful push
to get planning and zoning in
the county, as well as the
effort to build Cedar Creek
Lake, among other initiatives.
He said there are several
issues he looks forward to
tackling when he gets to the
state capital, but right now he
is more focussed on the bigger
picture of the campaign.

“I’ve been to Frankfort a lot
of times and Washington,
D.C., a lot of times and I think
I’ve helped take Lincoln
County forward,” Gilbert said.

The new legislative districts
drafted by House Democrats
and approved by the governor
are still being reviewed by a
Franklin County judge after
several elected officials filed a
lawsuit challenging their con-
stitutionality.

Under the new plan,
Lincoln County, which had
been part of the 80th District
represented by Danny Ford of
Rockcastle County for most of
Ford’s 30 years in Frankfort,
would be part of the 36th
District that Napier represent-
ed for 28 years.

According to Gilbert, he
was not swayed by Napier’s
decision to give up the seat he
has held for nearly three
decades.

“It’s been about 30 years
since Lincoln County has

had representation from
Lincoln County in the State
House,” Gilbert said. “It’s
definitely nothing against
Rep. Napier or Rep. Ford,
but I think I can represent
Lincoln and Garrard coun-
ties as well as they have over
the years.”

If no other candidates file
by today’s 4:30 p.m. dead-
line, the races for the House
seat would pit an aspirant
from Garrard against one
from Lincoln in both party
primaries.

After announcing his deci-
sion not to run again, Napier
threw his support to current
Garrard County Economic
Development Director and
fellow Republican Nathan
Mick, who will be chal-
lenged by David Meade of
Stanford. Gilbert will face
former Lincoln County
school superintendent Larry
Woods of Lancaster in the
Democratic primary.

Buckwheat to chal-
lenge former-Lincoln

Superintendent Woods
in Dem primary

Buckwheat Gilbert

David Meade

Meade files to fill
seat left empty by

Rep. Ford for
Republican Party

Hafley arraigned
over fire

Judge Phillip Shepherd

Judge sends state
redistricting plan
back to Frankfort
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