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 Clean-up efforts are un-
derway throughout Monroe 
County this month as volun-
teers work to clean up along 
streets and highways as part 
of the areawide PRIDE Spring 
Cleanup.
 Any groups or individu-
als wishing to clean up along 
Monroe County roads can 
pick up gloves, garbage bags 
and vests at no charge at the 
County Judge’s office in the 
courthouse.
 After the bags are filled,  
volunteers should call Sheryl 
Conkin, County PRIDE coor-
dinator, at the judge’s office 
(487-5505) to report the loca-
tion of the bags, and county 
workers will pick up the 
bags.
 Conkin urged 4-H, Scout, 
church and school groups — 
as well as individuals — to 
call her for more information 
about the county cleanup.
 Both Tompkinsville and 
Monroe County are planning 
Heavy Garbage Pickup dur-
ing the Spring Cleanup.
 Tompkinsville’s Heavy 
Garbage Pick-up Week will 
be April 16-20, when Tomp-
kinsville residents can get rid 
of heavy trash items, such as 
refrigerators and stoves, a no 
charge. To schedule pick up 
of your heavy garbage, call 
City Hall at 487-6776. 
 Monroe County residents 

may dispose of large items, 
free of charge, throughout 
the month of April. Drop the 
items off at the County Ga-
rage on Jackson Street week-
days between 7 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m.
 Tompkinsville’s Spring 
Cleanup Day is set for Sat-
urday, April 14, when volun-
teers of all ages are invited 
to help clean up their town.
Volunteers will receive a free 
T-shirt, while supplies last.
 Volunteer registration will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. at City Hall. 
There, volunteers will choose 
their location to clean, and 
they will receive their trash 
bags, safety vests and gloves. 
From 9 a.m. until 12 p.m., vol-
unteers will pick up litter. 
 “If you don’t have a pref-
erence on the area you clean, 
then we will assign a location 
to you,” Neva Lou Reagan, 
the City’s PRIDE coordinator, 
said. “We are targeting the 
city streets and city park.”
 Volunteers in Gamaliel al-
ready have been busy with 
cleanup efforts. They spent 
Saturday, March 24, cleaning 
up Gamaliel City Park, and 
another Cleanup Day may be 
scheduled later this month.
learn more about the Tomp-
kinsville Spring Cleanup, 
please contact Neva Lou Rea-
gan at 487-6776 or nevalourea-
gan@yahoo.com.

Monroe County needs 
volunteers to work during 

PRIDE Spring Cleanup  A professional magician  
who won Best Overall Talent 
last October in the Nashville 
Talent Search will present a 
show here  late Saturday af-
ternoon, April 14,  sponsored 
by the Friends of the William 
B. Harlan Library.
 Lion Fludd’s magic show, 
which starts at 4 p.m. at the 
Old High School Auditori-
um, will appeal to all ages. 
 The show is entitled “Ther-
apy Session — Lion will see 
you now,” with the perfor-
mance including illusions, 
sleight of hand and some 
mind-reading. 
 Fludd, who has won over 
20 awards for his magic, 
learned his craft while re-

covering from injuries he re-
ceived as a Marine. He lives 
in Middletown and has ap-
peared extensively in the 
Louisville area, including 
guest appearances on three 
TV morning shows.
 He describes his show as 
a fun interactive show, that 
uses volunteers who leave 
with  souvenirs and lots of 
memories. 
 Tickets are $5 each (ages 5 
and under free when accom-
panied by an adult) and may 
be purchased in advance (at 
the library or at Edmonton 
State Bank) or at the door.
 Videos of the magician 
may be seen at www.about.me/
lionfludd or lionsmagic.com.

Award-winning magician 
to perform locally

4663. (Proof of income must 
be supplied for both of these 
programs.)
 For more information 

about the Kindergarten pro-
grams at all three elementa-
ry programs, contact Cecilia 
Stephens at 487-5456.

pointed out that it’s still not 
to late to form a team and 
join in the fun. (Call Rendi 
Carter  at 427-7493 for more 
information.)
 The theme for the 2012 
Relay for Life in Monroe 
County is  “ ‘Toon Out 
Cancer,” and teams who 
set up campsites on Relay 
Night will decorate their 
campsites based on cartoon 
characters. 
 The Relay event will 
be held at Darrell Carter 
S t a d i u m  ( t h e  M o n ro e 
County High School football 
field), again this year. The 
general public is invited to 
attend any part or all of the 
12-hour Relay, which will 
include live entertainment 
and numerous activities, 
in  addit ion to  special 
ceremonies.
 The  wor ld ’s  larges t 
grassroots fundraising 
movement,  Relay for Life 
celebrates cancer survivors, 
remembers loved ones lost 
to cancer and provides 
communities nationwide 
an opportunity to fight back 
against the disease.
 Cancer survivors and 
their families are especially 
encouraged to mark their 
calendars for May 18 and 
plan to attend this year’s 
Relay, where survivors will 
receive special recognition.  
 One of the main features of 
Relay Night is a Luminaria 
Ceremony, starting at 10 p.m., 
when luminaries (candles in 
paper bags) that have been 
purchased in memory or in 
honor of cancer victims will 

be placed in a circle around 
the track and will be lit at 
this time, with names of 
those so honored on display. 
Luminaries are now on sale 
by all of the Relay teams 
(or call Emily Thompson at 
270-427-8311). A form for 
ordering luminaries also 
can be found on page A5 of 
this issue.
 Fund-raising efforts of 
this year’s Relay teams also 
will be celebrated on Relay 
night. 
 Monroe County’s 2012 
Relay goal is to raise $64,000, 
and this year’s co-chairs are 
confident that goal will be 
reached. Monroe County’s 
Relay efforts in 2011 raised 
a total of $58,042 for the 
American Cancer Society 
(ACS), “the official sponsor 
of birthdays.” 
 “Creating a world with 
less cancer — and more 
birthdays — takes a team 
effort,  and that’s what 
happens every year at the 
Relay for Life,” Smith and 
Roderick pointed out. The 
funds raised for ACS help 
people stay well, get well, 
find cures and fight back 
against cancer, they added.
 Even if you can’t take 
part in Relay as a team 
member, there are numerous 
possibilities for individual 
volunteers. To learn more 
about this year’s Relay, 
contact Wendy Smith (427-
6195) or Sandra Roderick 
(427-6479), email wsmith.
mmec@gmail.com or talk to 
the members of any of the 
Relay teams.

 Two Tompkinsville resi-
dents were injured last Tues-
day night, March 27, when 
the motorcycle they were rid-
ing collided with a deer in a 
rural part of Monroe County.
 According to a report from 
Deputy Lucas Geralds, Bron-
son D. Pitcock, 37, and Rhon-
da Plumlee, 36, both of 1150 
North Magnolia, were trav-
elling west on Centerpoint 

Road on a 2006 AMF XL1200 
when the deer jumped into 
the roadway and they were 
unable to avoid striking
it. Both were treated at the 
scene by personnel from the 
Monroe County Ambulance 
Service before being taken 
by ambulance to T.J. Samson 
Hospital in Glasgow.
 Monroe County Fire and 
Rescue assisted at the scene.

An accident on Tuesday, 
March 20, left an interesting 
sight for passersby as an 
empty cattle trailer ended 
up perched on a bridge on 
Akersville Road. According 
to Constable Darrell Jackson, 
who investigated the acci-
dent, Leonard Murley, 922 
Main St., Fountain Run, was 
travelling north Hwy. 87 
in a 1997 Dodge Ram 3500 
pulling an unloaded cattle 
trailer.  As he began to cross 
the Indian Creek Bridge, 

Murley noted he met a small 
red pickup which crowded 
his lane. Murley apparently 
then lost control, hitting the 
guardrail at the end of the 
bridge. Murley's truck then 
became unhooked from the 
trailer and rolled down over 
an embankment while the 
trailer ended up balanced on 
top of the guardrail. Murley 
was uninjured and Fountain 
Run Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment assisted at the accident 
site.

Leonard Murley of Fountain Run was traveling north on Hwy. 87 
in a 1997 Dodge Ram 3500 pulling the unloaded trailer when he met a 
small red pickup crowding his lane. He then lost control of the truck 
and ending up rolling down an embankment, while the empty cattle 
trailer he was pulling ended up perched on a bridge on Akersville 
Road last week. 

— Photo by Jimmy Goodman

Panel members at the recent local forum concerrning smokefree 
workplaces included (above, from left) Valerie Hudson, director of 
the Monroe County Health Department; Dr. Randall Lanier and Dr. 
Randall Hansbrough, pulmonologists, from Bowling Green; and Teresa 
Sheffield, APRN, nurse practitioner in Tompkinsville. Moderator of 
the forum was John Osgatharp of Tompkinsville (at right).

 Two more authors have 
been added to the group of 
writers who plan to take part  
in the Writers Day Celebra-
tion at Old Mulkey on Satur-
day afternoon, April 14.
 Dr. Lynwood Montell and 
Michelle Hinton, both of 
Bowling Green, will join 13 
other authors who will be 
on hand, starting at noon 
that day, to talk about their 
works.
 Featured author at the 
April 14th event will be Ken-
tucky Poet Laureate Maureen 
Morehead of Louisville, who 
will speak to those attending 
at 2 p.m.
 The other participating 
writers are Joyce Lawhorn 
and Gary West, both of 
Bowling Green; Donna 
Brown Wilkerson Russell-
ville; Dawn S. Scrugg, Lafay-
ette, Tenn.; N. Jo Murley, 
Burkesville; Connie Good-

man, Fountain Run; Carlton 
Jackson, Morgantown; Glen 
Conner, Scottsville; Ruth 
Irene Garrett, Glasgow; Rob-
ert A. Prather, Ekron; and 
Carol Hurt, Tompkinsville; 
Darren Shell, Willow Grove, 
Tenn.
 The public is invited to 
meet and talk with these 
area authors of fiction, non-
fiction, children’s books and 
poetry, who will also have 
their works available for 
purchase. There is no admis-
sion charge.. 
 A special part of the pro-
gram will be an “Open Mic” 
session at 3 p.m., when local 
writers will have a chance 
to present samples of their 
work. Anyone can partici-
pate at no charge.
 For more information 
about the program, contact 
Sheila Rush at 270-487-8481 
or sheila.rush@ky.gov.

Fifteen authors plan 
to take part in Writers 

Day at Old Mulkey 
Saturday, April 14

More than 60 people attend-
ed the recent local forum about 
the effect of secondhand smoke 
on workers’ health, with all of 
those who voiced an opinion 
speaking in favor of smoke-
free workplaces.

 The forum, held Tuesday 
night, March 27, at Tubby’s 
Auction on North Main Street 
in Tompkinsville, was spon-
sored by Monroe County 
CARES and the Monroe Coun-
ty Health Department.
 Sixty-two people signed in 
at the door, with the sign-in 
sheet offering them an oppor-
tunity to check whether they 
were for, against or undecided 
about an ordinance prohibit-
ing smoking in workplaces. 
 Only two persons indicated 
that they oppose such an or-
dinance, with four undecided 
and 56 in favor of a smoke-free 
workplace policy.
 A four-person panel  discus-
sion opened the forum, with 
the panel made up of Dr. J. 
Randall Hansbrough and Dr. 
Randall Lanier, pulmonolo-
gists from Graves-Gilbert Clin-
ic in Bowling Green; Valerie 
Hudson, director of the Mon-
roe County Health Depart-
ment; and Teresa Sheffield, 
APRN, nurse practitioner in 
Tompkinsville.
 The two lung disease spe-
cialists  told the group that it 
has been scientifically proven  
that, just as tobacco smoking 
causes lung cancer, heart at-
tacks and other preventable 
diseases in smokers, second-
hand smoke causes disease 
and death in non-smokers as 
well. They gave examples of  
patients in their practice, and 
in numerous studies, whose 
health problems resulted from 
exposure to tobacco smoke and 
told how smoke-free work-
place ordinances have been 
very effective in areas where 
they were adopted, without 
adverse effects on business.
 Sheffield said half of her 
practice is pediatric and, 
nearly every day, she sees a 
child requiring medication for 
asthma brought on by second-
hand smoke from parents or 
caregivers. She suggested that 
smokers consider the future 
heath of their children and 
grandchildren before exposing 
them to secondhand smoke.
 Hudson told the group that 
only 28% of Monroe County 
adults are smokers and that 
67% of Monroe Countians 
support a smoke-free policy.
She added that working eight 
hours in a smoky restaurant 
is like smoking a pack of ciga-
rettes, and that no one should 
have to breathe the toxins of 
secondhand smoke in order to 

hold a job.
 Following their presenta-
tions, moderator John Osgath-
arp invited those in the audi-
ence to express their opinions, 
with a time limit of two min-
utes set for any speaker.
 Fourteen of those present 
spoke to the group, with all of 
the speakers favoring a policy 
that would protect workers and 
customers from secondhand 
smoke. Osgatharp, at several 
times during the remainder 
of the meeting, invited any-
one with an opposing point of 
view to speak to the group, but 
no one came forward.
 Among the more frequent 
points made by the speakers 
were the harmful effects suf-
fered by the speakers and/or 
their families from smoking 
and secondhand smoke; not 
exposing those around you to 
secondhand smoke is a matter 
of respect; smoke-free policies 
are not a property issue but a 
health issue; how they avoid 
restaurants and other busi-
nesses that are not smoke-free; 
and that private businesses 
open to the public are already 
subject to many regulations  
aimed at protecting workers 
and customers.
 Among those speaking to 
the group was James C. “Tub-
by” Kilmon, owner of the busi-
ness hosting the forum.
 He said that his auction 
house went smoke-free more 
than a year ago and, although 
he was warned that this would 
ruin his business, more people 
than ever now attend his auc-
tions.
 Both County Judge/execu-
tive Tommy Willett and Tomp-
kinsville Mayor Jeff Proffitt 
were present at the meeting 
and told the advocates of a 
smoke-free workplace ordi-
nance that they would be glad 
to meet with them and discuss 
all aspects of such a policy.
 Dyshel Thompson, health 
educator with the local 
Health Department, and Amy 
Hutchinson, project coordina-
tor for CARES (Citizens Ad-
vocating Responsible Environ-
mentS), sponsors of the forum, 
explained that the purpose 
of the forum was educate the 
public about the harmful ef-
fects to workers of secondhand 
smoke in the workplace and 
also to learn about the feelings 
of the public about a smoke-
free ordinance.
 They told the group that they 
will be working with CARES’s 
community partners to de-
velop a proposed ordinance 
for consideration and will be 
contacting those who had ex-
pressed an interest in helping 
with this project.

Smokefree workplace 
favored at local forum 

held last week
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