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Sherlock, a self-proclaimed con-
sulting detective, takes the case 
and faces off  against Adler, who 
aims to outsmart Sherlock at his 
own game.

Of course, Sherlock’s right-
hand man, Dr. Watson, returns 
as well. Martin Freeman once 
again tackles the role, which 
earned him accolades from nu-
merous critics and millions of  
fans across the pond.

The highly anticipated Sea-
son 2 debut promises to deliver 
more of  the witty banter and 
brilliant crime solving that 
made last season such a hit. It 
also could mean romance for 
Cumberbatch’s Sherlock. Pulver 
explained the dynamic between 
the sleuth and unlikely love in-
terest Adler this season.

“The brilliant thing is Irene 
and Sherlock just get each other 
to the core,” she said in an inter-
view with Scottish newspaper 
“The Daily Record.” “They are 
so similar and so different on 
so many different levels. What 
was great was just pushing each 
other’s buttons and seeing what 
exploded. It was fun.”

“A Scandal in Belgravia” is ac-
tually the fourth of  the updated 
“Sherlock” stories, which are 
all based on classic Doyle tales. 
It takes its lead from Doyle’s “A 
Scandal in Bohemia.” The first 
three -- “A Study in Pink,” “The 
Blind Banker” and “The Great 
Game” -- comprised the first 
season, which first premiered on 
BBC 1 and BBC HD in the UK in 
Summer 2010.

To say Season 1 was well 
received is perhaps a bit of  an 
understatement. It might 
have been considered 
a risk to place such 
a classic, iconic 
character in the 
present day, but 
the risk undoubt-
edly paid off. Not 
only did 

the series garner overwhelm-
ingly positive critical reviews 

and spark a fashion revival 
of  wool trench coats 

(seriously), it won the 
2011 BAFTA Televi-
sion Award for best 
drama series. “The 
Wall Street Journal” 

called the show “won-
derfully weird,” while 
“The Washington 

Post” described the 
show as “absor-

bedly witty 
and brisk.”
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Cellphones, computers 
and other high-tech de-
vices are staples of  today’s 

crime-fighters, but imagine what 
powerful tools they’d become in
the hands of  literature’s most 
famous detective. Benedict Cum-
berbatch returns as a modern-
day Sherlock Holmes in “Mas-
terpiece Mystery -- Sherlock: A 
Scandal in Belgravia,” premier-
ing Sunday, May 6, on PBS.

Created by Sir Arthur Conan

Doyle in the 1880s, Sherlock Hol-
mes is a sleuth for the ages. The 
fictional London-based detective 
appeared in at least 60 of  Doyle’s 
works, and he ranks among the 
most famous literary characters 
of  all time.

Produced for the BBC in as-
sociation with WGBH Boston for 
PBS’s “Masterpiece” series, the 
second season of  the acclaimed 
BBC “Sherlock” series begins 
with a scandalous blackmail 
scheme initiated by dominatrix 
Irene Adler (Lara Pulver). The 
savvy sex worker claims to have 
incriminating photos of  a royal.
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