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Nature can witness your wedding
In California, several beaches beckon brides and grooms to marry simply

Elaine Mashburn, 29, and Mark Mezta, 28, hold hands during their small wedding ceremony on 
Central Beach in Coronado, Calif.

Nature can witness your 
wedding at Cabrillo National 
Monument in San Diego. The 
park includes tide pools that 
contain anemones, starfish and 
other sea creatures.

Story and photoS  
by EllEn CrEagEr
Detroit Free Press

C
ORONADO, Calif. 
– The bride wore silk 
and sandals. The 
groom wore a tie 

and sneakers.
The 20 guests stood. The 

music was the ocean.
And in 15 minutes, it was 

all over.
Married.
Elaine Mashburn, 29, 

and Mark Mezta, 28, of San 
Diego got hugs, congratu-
lations and photos as their 
non denominational minis-
ter, the Rev. Grant Daversa, 
packed up his little folding 
tray in the sand and headed 
for his next beach wedding 
that day.

Why did Mashburn want 
to get married here, and so 
simply?

“It’s pretty. It’s Coronado. 
It’s local,” she said, beaming 
and as radiant as any bride 
ever was.

In the middle of winter, it 
is easy to dream about run-
ning away, eloping, or just 
getting married on a beach 
somewhere warm and beau-
tiful.

But in San Diego County, 
it’s not that hard to make it 
come true.

In California, there is no 
waiting period for a mar-
riage license. You just make 
an appointment at the coun-
ty clerk’s office, get your li-
cense and, bingo, you are 
good to go.

In addition, there are so 
many inspirational spots 
with grand views to host a 
simple wedding here, in-
cluding San Diego’s Sunset 
Cliffs on the ocean and Ca-
brillo National Monument 
with its incredible vistas of 
San Diego Bay and the Pa-
cific.

“People come from all 
over the country and all over 
the world, and they want 
to get married in the sand,” 
says the Rev. Renate Daver-
sa, Grant Daversa’s wife and 
fellow minister. Ten years 
ago, the two of them eloped 
to Catalina Island, so they 
understand the romantic 
impulse, the grand gesture 
of the sweet small service.

Story and photo  
by ChriStophEr rEynoldS
Los AngeLes times

Visitors to the Grand Can-
yon National Park this year 
will find new water-bottle 
refilling stations, a South 
Rim bicycle rental and bike-
tour operation is expected to 
open, a multiuse trail is ex-
pected to be finished, and 
more.

Grand Canyon National 
Park, the 5-million or 6-mil-
lion-year-old granddaddy of 
Arizona tourism, logged 4.3 
million visitors last year.

Rangers say that’s a dip of 
3.7 percent from the year be-
fore, but the canyon remains 
among the nation’s most 
visited parks. And despite its 
age (also a ranger estimate), 
it does keep changing.

Visitors to the South Rim 
– by far the park’s most heav-
ily trafficked area – will find 
six recently installed water-

bottle refilling stations near 
major trail heads. (There 
are three more on the North 
Rim.) The stations are de-
signed to improve hikers’ ac-
cess to free water and boost 
reuse of bottles. Park officials 
have estimated that dispos-
able water bottles make up 
as much as 30 percent of the 
park’s solid waste. For more 
park info, go to www.nps.
gov/grca.

Other developments:
nPark officials may have 

a new South Rim bicycle 
rental and bike-tour opera-
tion running as soon as May 
15 in the Mather Point area. 
The new summertime con-
cession (May 15-Oct. 15) will 
replace a pilot program that 
operated in 2010-11.
nAlso due this year: com-

pletion of an eight-mile mul-
tiuse trail that connects the 
South Rim visitor center 
with the gateway town of Tu-

sayan.
nThe park’s Bright Angel 

Lodge & Cabins has moved 
and returned the South Rim’s 
oldest building to service as 
a two-room cabin. The unit, 
built in 1890 and known as 
Red Horse Cabin, was used 
for storage for decades until 
a recent rehab effort by Xan-
terra, the South Rim lodging 
concessionaire. Now, stand-
ing a few feet from the rim, it 
rents for $340 a night. There 
are about 950 lodging units 
on the South Rim. For info, 
www.grandcanyonlodges.
com.
nMule trips from the 

South Rim are still offered 
year-round (and often fill up 
far in advance). Mule riders 
and hikers with overnight 
itineraries can still stay in 
the rustic cabins and dorms 
at Phantom Ranch (built 
in 1922 at the canyon bot-
tom), where beds are often 

A tourist looks over the edge at the West Rim of the Grand Canyon.

“Our company is flexible,” 
she says. “We are last-min-
ute specialists.”

The company, A Beauti-
ful Wedding, does weddings 
as simple as a service only 
($300) or as complex as a 
beach wedding with chairs 
for 24 guests, music, a wed-
ding arch and more ($1,950). 
In California, you need only 
one witness.

Many couples, like Mash-
burn and Mezta, don’t want 
anything too fancy. Their 
$850 Memories package in-
cluded the service, bouquet, 
boutonniere and photogra-
pher.

San Diego has several 
wedding officiants who spe-
cialize in small beach, mili-
tary and elopement wed-
dings.

Not to throw cold wa-
ter on anyone’s romantic 
dreams, there is some con-
troversy about beach wed-
dings.

In November, the Coro-
nado City Council discussed 
whether too many weddings 
were disrupting traffic with 
trucks, guests and elaborate 
set-ups.

The issue is being stud-
ied. Right now, no permit is 
needed for weddings of 24 
people or fewer.

However, at the same 

time, the nearby Cabrillo 
National Monument across 
San Diego Bay is looking to 
expand its outdoor wedding 
business. The park allows 
only daytime weddings, no 
more than 100 people, no 
chairs or set-up, and only at 
a spot called Wedding Bluff, 
a breezy spot near the light-
house. (“We don’t recom-
mend hoop skirts,” warns 
Ranger Bob Munson – it 
would be bad form for the 
bridal party to blow over the 
edge.)

However, this spring, Ca-
brillo plans to expand hours, 
allow couples to shoot wed-
ding photographs in the 
park, and loosen some regu-
lations to attract more wed-
dings, says Ranger Marty 
Lane.

Another famous wed-
ding spot, Sunset Cliffs’ Lus-
combs Point in San Diego’s 
Point Loma neighborhood, 
is a broad stony plateau near 
Hill Street. On the flat stones 
jutting out into the ocean, 
there are three white bench-
es. The coast turns to gold 
in late afternoon as the sun 
sets. The downside? Surf-
ers use the spot to slide into 
the ocean, and there is a 
constant stream of runners, 
walkers, dogs on leashes and 
cars passing by.

Still, the charm of a sim-
ple wedding is that it does 
not have to be perfect.

Back at Coronado Cen-
tral Beach, the Saturday af-
ternoon wedding of Mash-
burn and Metza happens to 
be on a warm, perfect day. 
The wedding party is small, 
dwarfed by sun worshipers 
pitching umbrellas, shout-
ing children, women in bi-
kinis and swimmers toting 
boogie boards.

But during the modest 
service, distractions fade. 
Here is the bride, walking 
through the sand on the 
arm of her father. Here is the 
groom, taking her hand.

Here are two people get-
ting married, with their ear-
nest faces speaking their 
heartfelt vows, their loved 
ones standing close by, their 
warmth encircling the new 
husband and wife on their 
path together. And you 
know, I get a little teary.

Sandals were the bride’s foot-
wear for her beach wedding

latest news at grand Canyon national park
reserved 13 months in ad-
vance. For info: www.grand-
canyonlodges.com.
nAt the canyon’s more 

isolated North Rim (a 210-
mile drive from the South 
Rim), lodging and camp-
ing facilities are open mid-
May through mid-October. 
For info: grandcanyonlod-
genorth.com/
nTwenty-one visitors died 

in the park last year from 
causes that include heart at-
tack, suicide, falls, lightning 
strike, boating accident, RV 
fire and hypothermia/de-
hydration, a park spokes-

woman said. In late April, 
a 21-year-old man acciden-
tally drove his vehicle over 
the canyon rim – and sur-
vived. The driver crawled up 
to safety; rangers said they 
found the vehicle lodged 
against a tree 200 feet be-
neath the rim.

Then there’s the Huala-
pai Tribe’s Grand Canyon 
West operation, two and a 
half hours’ drive from Las 
Vegas and five hours from 
the South Rim. The Huala-
pai’s 5-year-old Grand Can-
yon Skywalk, a glass-floored 
horseshoe-shaped walk-

way, allows visitors to look 
straight down to the red rock 
gorge 4,000 feet below. The 
tribe also offers Colorado 
River rafting day trips and 
pontoon boat rides, helicop-
ter rides, horseback rides, 
lodging, dining and a faux 
Old West town for kids near 
the canyon’s edge, along 
with more lodging on tribal 
land along Route 66 at Peach 
Springs. The minimum cost 
to walk the Skywalk is $76.10 
under the tribe’s complex 
ticketing system. More in-
fo: www.grandcanyonwest.
com.
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Affordable/Deluxe
Chalet and Cabin 

Rentals 
Pigeon Forge in the Smokies

Free Brochure

Vacation Specials

www.fi residechalets.com

Toll Free: 1-800-876-2589

PANAMA CITY 
BEACH

Sandpiper-Beacon Beach Resort. 

From $39 (1-2p or arrive Sun./

Mon. - FREE night. Restrictions).

Pools, river ride, Jacuzzi, tiki bar.

800-488-8828
www.sandpiperbeacon.com

MOTOR HOME RENTALS
TRAVEL TRAILERS

Available for your next vacation! 
Northside RV’s

1630 North Broadway, Lexington, 
Ky.Call to Reserve Yours Today

(859) 299-8386

Cruise Line Direct Pricing PLUS 
Personal Service

Sue Buckman
Independent Cruise Specialist

Frankfort, KY
502-352-1351 / 877-422-7893

www.cruiseone.com/sbuckman
Open 7 Days & Evenings

Lake Cumberland
Reduced Fall Rates

Woodson Bend Private 
Resort

$60-$125
Private Cottages w/hot 

tubs $95-$175
On selected units.
Restrictions apply.

www.lakecumberlandrealty.com
Sales 800-688-5737 Rentals

Certifi ed Cruise Specialists
with ALL cruise lines!

Specializing in Groups, Incentives, 
Family Reunions,

On Board Meetings, Weddings
Individually Owned and Operated -
Open evenings to accommodate 

YOU!
Call Rebecca at
(859) 792-1434

GATLINBURG
OVERNIGHT

CHALET &  LOG CABINS 
W/JACUZZIS, HOT TUBS & POOL 

TABLES.
(1-10 Bedrooms)

FREE BROCHURE
800-223-6264

www.gatlinburgvillas.com

KENTUCKY

RV RENTALS HOT SPOT

TENNESSEE

To advertise 
on this 

guide, please 
contact:

Ashley Slusher
859-231-3460

or  Ashley 
Kessinger

859-231-3435

Give a Gift they will never forget!
Gift Certifi cates Available

Sue Buckman
Independent Cruise Specialist, Frankfort, Ky

502.352.1351 • 877.422.7893 • cruiseone.com/sbuckman

FLORIDA

Gatlinburg-Winter
Package $149 + tax
2 People, 2 Nights, Sm. 

Whirlpool Tub, Wood Burning 
FP, Pvt. Streamside Balcony, 
2 Aquarium Tickets or 3rd 

Night Free! Adv. Res. Req. No 
Holidays, Exp. 3-31-07

1-800-251-9897
www.brooksideresort.com


