
For Better or Worse

Blondie

Mallard Fillmore

Buckles

Dustin

Beetle Bailey

Garfield

Shoe

Andy Capp

Doonesbury

Hi and Lois

THE STATE JOURNAL   n    FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y   n    FEBRUARY 26 , 2012    n    PAGE d5

luck take a hand
BY steve Becker
South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ A J 10 6 5
♥ 6
♦ A Q 9
♣ A 8 5 3

WEST	 EAST
♠ 9 2 ♠ Q 7
♥ A Q J 7 4 2 ♥ 10 9 8 3
♦ 8 3 ♦ J 5 4
♣ 10 9 6 ♣ K J 7 2

SOUTH
♠ K 8 4 3
♥ K 5
♦ K 10 7 6 2
♣ Q 4

The bidding:
South	 West	 North	 East
1 NT Pass 2 ♦ Pass
2 ♠ Pass 6 ♠ 
Opening lead -- ten of 
clubs.

How much luck is there in 
duplicate bridge? Certainly 
not much over the long haul, 
since luck tends to even out 
over a period of time. But 

on a given occasion, it is 
possible to be extremely 
lucky -- or unlucky -- even 
though exactly the same 
hands are played at the 
various tables. 

Consider this deal from 
a team-of-four match. 
At the first table, South, 
supposedly playing weak 
opening one-notrump 
bids with a range of 12 to 
14 points, decided to open 
his 11-count with one 
notrump.  

North, using a special 
form of Stayman, responded 
with two diamonds, asking 
South to bid a four-card 
major suit if he had one. 
When South bid two spades, 
North took the bull by the 
horns and raised to slam. 

This tenuous contract 
proved to be unbeatable. 
West led the ten of clubs, 
and declarer went up with 
the ace, played the K-A of 
trumps, then cashed five 
diamond tricks, discarding 

a heart and a club from 
dummy. South eventually 
lost a club trick, and so 
scored 980 points. 

Note that it would not 
have helped West to lead 
the heart ace instead of a 
club. In that case, declarer 
would have scored 12 tricks 
consisting of five spades, 
five diamonds, a heart and 
a club. 

At the other table, the 
bidding went:
South	 West	 North	 East
Pass Pass 1 ♠ Pass
3 ♦ Pass 4 ♦ Pass
4 ♠ Pass 6 ♠

Here North became 
declarer at six spades, and 
East led the ten of hearts. 
As a result, the slam went 
down one because North 
had to lose a heart and a club 
regardless of how he played. 
The rub of the green, you 
might say, but that's what 
you sometimes run into in 
duplicate bridge.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JAcQUeLINe BIGAr
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Pisces and a Moon in 
Aries until 6:29 a.m. (PST). 
After that time, the Moon is 
in Taurus.
HAPPY	BIRTHDAY	for	
Sunday,	Feb.	26,	2012:

This year you enjoy your 
daily life much more. In a 
sense, you become childlike, 
with every moment and 
experience seeming new. 
When you over-analyze, 
you start to drag. If you are 
single, a romance becomes 
very exciting. Take your 
time getting to know this 
person. Time will be the 
true test of this bond. If you 
are attached, you and your 
sweetie will strengthen your 
relationship through travel 
or taking a class together. 
Go out as a couple more 
often. TAURUS helps you 
live your life well. 

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 

19) ★★★★ Be more aware of 
the expense of continuing 
as you have been, especially 
emotionally. You cannot 
push much harder -- you 
are human. Tap into your 
imagination, and choose a 
relaxing scenario. Make this 
your day of rest.  Tonight: 
Indulge yourself.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Your spunk might 
push someone away who 
does not have your vitality. 
Nevertheless, surround 
yourself with friends and 
loved ones. Whatever you 
spontaneously decide to do 
proves to be a hoot. Be direct 
with your pals. Tonight: As 
you like.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Step back and handle 
a provocative situation. 
You might not like what is 
coming down your path. 
Understanding evolves 
when you stop and reflect. 
You come back quickly 
and feel OK with what has 
occurred. Tonight: Vanish 
while you can.

C M Y K C M Y K

The Family Circus

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) ★★★★ Zero in on what is 
important. A family member 
makes a demand. The issue 
pertains to your home. 
Solutions come easily once 
you start talking. Brainstorm 
with your immediate circle. 
The process lightens up once 
you start to think positively. 
Tonight: Where the action 
is.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Knowing that you 
have everyone's attention, 
what would you like to share? 
You might be a little shy or 
short of words. Dig into your 
imagination. Someone you 
respect gives you kudos. 
Tonight: A force to be dealt 
with.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out 
for someone at a distance. 
You could be surprised by 
what this person shares. 
Your finances might have 
limited you far more than 
you originally thought. Be 
open to positive changes. 
Tonight: Take off and visit a 
new spot.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22) ★★★★ You could be 
overwhelmed by everything 
that is going on with a close 
friend or loved one. You tend 
to cut people off when you 
feel that way. Someone close 
to you lets you know how 
important you are. He or she 
has a nice way of indulging 
you. Tonight: Just relax with 
a loved one.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ Others come 
toward you with a big smile. 
You could feel overwhelmed 
with so many invitations. 
You also have a personal 
matter that is preoccupying 
your thoughts. Make sure 
you have some time to 
yourself. Tonight: Out and 
about.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21) ★★★★ Spend 
a relaxing day with family 
or a close friend. You might 
enjoy a fun game of cards 
or another shared pastime. 
Someone older or a friend 
who is taciturn plays a role 
in your plans. Spontaneity 
works well with the moment. 
Tonight: Where the action 
is.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★★ Your sense 
of humor comes out with a 
child or loved one. Let your 
hair down, and simply enjoy 
yourself. Worry less about 
efficiency and details. By 
letting go, you will relax. 
Your sixth sense kicks in 
when the phone rings or 
before you run into another 
person. Tonight: Favorite 
person, comfortable spot.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18) ★★★★ You might 
want to be a couch potato 
or spend the day reading 
the paper, catching up on 
emails and making phone 
calls to those you rarely 
speak to. By all means, do 
exactly that. Recharge your 
batteries. Tonight: Make a 
favorite meal.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★ You might want 
to open up a conversation or 
make a call to a dear friend 
you have not heard from in 
a long time. Make plans in 
the near future to meet for 
a meal. Someone says a lot, 
but trying to decipher the 
true meaning of what he or 
she says could be difficult. 
Tonight: Hang out.

BORN TODAY   Country 
singer Johnny Cash (1932), 
pianist Fats Domino (1928), 
singer Michael Bolton (1953)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


