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City officials are mull-
ing over the idea of allowing 
poultry to be raised within 
Frankfort city limits. 

While the idea didn’t have 
enough immediate support 
to keep the discussion go-
ing during Monday’s work 
session, Commissioner Bill 
May says he was surprised 
to see how many cities allow 
the farm animals to live the 
city life. 

In recent years it has be-
come a trend for urban areas 

to allow small chicken fl ocks 
on residential properties 
within city limits. 

Commissioner Sel lus 
Wilder brought the discus-
sion to the table in Decem-
ber after commissioners cre-
ated a list of ordinances they 
wanted to adopt.

“The ability to produce 
your own food in your own 
space is a really just a basic 
human right – for me, it’s re-
ally that cut and dry,” Wilder 
said Monday.

About 40 cities in Ken-
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A Jeffersontown man has 
p l e a d e d 
not guilty 
in Frank-
l i n Ci r-
cuit Court 
to sexual 
abuse of a 
boy over a 
period of 
about 13 
years.

Terry M. 

Wescott, 63, is charged with 
three counts of fi rst-degree 
sodomy, two counts of sec-
ond-degree sodomy, intimi-
dating a witness, fi rst-degree 
sexual abuse, use of a minor 
under 16 years old in a sexual 
performance, and incest. 

Between March 22, 1982, 
and March 21, 1995, “he par-
ticipated in deviate sexual 
intercourse with one inca-
pable of consent,” because 
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Heather Morrison, a 
deputy in the Franklin 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
has taken several suspects 
into custody – cuffi ng each 
with pink handcuffs.

The 25-year-old says the 
pink handcuffs have be-
come her trademark since 
she was hired in April as 
the fi rst female road depu-
ty for the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce.

“The big guys I take to 
jail always ask, ‘You’re go-
ing to put pink handcuffs 
on me?’”

“…Yeah, I am,” she re-
sponds smartly. “They’re 
more upset about wearing 
pink handcuffs than the 
fact they’re going to jail.”

She ordered the hand-
cuffs in pink – her favor-
ite color – to “feminize the 
uniform.”

“I look like a guy in 
those uniforms so I try to 
feminize it as much as I 
can,” she says. 

While on duty some 
people address her as “sir” 
simply because of the 
brown and gold uniform.

“This is a male domi-
nated profession so they 
automatically assume I’m 
a guy.”

Morrison has been by 
herself on Franklin Coun-
ty roads for a week after 
completing more than 11 
weeks of supervised fi eld 
training and 18 weeks in 
the Department of Crim-
inal Justice Training in 
Richmond.

However training has 
only been the most recent 
challenge for the single 
mother.
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The Kentucky Capital 
Development Corporation 
will again seek help from 
the city and county to cover 
an $111,000 loan payment it 
can’t make.

However, instead of ask-
ing for a 50-50 split, KCDC 
is seeking a $37,000 loan 
from each government af-
ter its board unanimously 
approved $37,000, about a 
third of the total, toward the 
payment in this year’s bud-
get at a meeting Friday.

The $111,000 payment is 

due in May. The fi nal one, 
$113,000, will come next 
year and retire the debt.

The budget, about 
$220,000, includes $1,500 
for interest on last year’s 
payment loaned by the lo-
cal governments.

The city and county, 
which each allots $107,500 
for KCDC, have loaned 
the development author-
ity about $310,000 to cover  
loan payments to the Ken-
tucky Association of Coun-
ties since 2009. 

Fiscal Court took out a 
10-year, $900,000 loan from  

KACo in 2003 so KCDC 
could make infrastructure 
improvements at an indus-
trial park on Duncan Road 
near Interstate 64.

Although the city isn’t 
named in any of the loan 
documents that would re-
quire its help, the City Com-
mission has felt obligated to 
help cover loan payments 
since KCDC is a joint city-
county agency.

This year marks the fi rst 
time KCDC has covered a 
share of the loan payment 
since asking the city and 
county for assistance. 

The development board 
is also paying 1 percent in-
terest on money previously 
borrowed for the KACo loan 
from both local govern-
ments.

“That’s an attempt to try 
to get a little bit more solid 
on our feet regarding our fi -
nances so that we can meet 
our obligations,” said KCDC 
treasurer Clay Hulette, who 
worked on the budget with 
interim Executive Director 
Kim Smth.

“We will still need the 
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More than $130 in 
coupons inside

Pink handcuffs have power
Franklin County’s first female deputy hits the streets

Man charged with 
13 years of sex abuse
Victim was underage boy, now an adult

Development group needs another loan

Terry Wescott

STATE JOURNAL WEEKLY POLL: Longevity pay raises

Should longevity pay raises be reinstated for city 
employees? 

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

TODAY’S WEATHER

Sunny, breezy 
with a high near 
54
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Last week’s question: Constables
Has the offi ce of county constable outlived its 
usefulness? Yes, 56%  No, 43%     Total votes: 299
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A duck, and two roosters stand in a backyard coop in New 
Castle, Colo. Most Garfield County municipalities have ordinanc-
es limiting the number of hens and specify that roosters are not 
allowed within city or town limits.

WESTERN HILLS’ NITZ WINS 2 
EVENTS AT STATE SWIM MEET

GAS PRICES KEEP 
CLIMBING
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Chickens 
in the city?
Officials split on issue
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Morrison drives the cruiser while delivering court papers with Deputy Russ Persons in January. 
She’s Franklin County’s first female road deputy.
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Franklin County Sheriff’s Deputy Heather Morrison completes her timed sit-up test during the final 
day of her training at the Department of Criminal Justice Training in Richmond this past November.
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