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Spay/neuter 
clinics slated

To the Editor:
Last week, a shivering, 

emaciated mother dog ar-
rived at the Franklin County 
Humane Society, accompa-
nied by five tiny puppies. We 
named her Baby. Baby has 
spent the past several days 
gobbling down food and 
growing stronger, nursing 
her little ones and nuzzling 
up against the staff mem-
bers. 

Baby and her pups had a 
rough start in life, but right 
now, they’re lucky, and I 
hope their luck holds out. 
That is, once the puppies 
are old enough to be fixed, 
I hope they and their mom 
are all adopted by loving 
families. That’s the fairy tale 
life for a shelter pet, and for 
some of them, I’m happy 
to say it comes true. More 
than 500 animals who were 
successfully adopted from 
FCHS last year. 

But for every animal ad-
opted from FCHS, there’s 
another still waiting for that 
loving family to come along. 
Our shelter animals have 
it much better than all the 
animals cruelly “dumped” 
by their owners. Those ani-
mals face a lonely, painful 
end with little to no chance 
of survival. (A note to any-
one who thinks it’s okay to 
dump animals: just because 
dogs and cats born in the 
wild may survive does not 
mean an animal raised with 
humans can do the same. 
That’s like saying a person 
with no hunting, fishing or 
survival skills could survive 
on his own in the remotest 
parts of Cumberland Gap 
all winter, just because his 
cousin the Navy SEAL could 
do it.)

Ultimately, it all comes 
down to one problem. We 
have more dogs and cats 
than we do loving homes. 
And as long as that’s the 
case, some of those animals 
will lead unhappy and even 
painful lives. 

The good news is there 
is a solution, and that solu-

tion is to spay and neuter 
your animals. Spay and neu-
ter operations are extremely 
safe and reduce the risk of 
your pet getting certain can-
cers. Best of all, by spaying 
or neutering your pet, you’re 
doing a kind thing for all the 
homeless animals out there, 
because you’re stopping an-
imal overpopulation from 
getting any worse. 

Many pet owners are 
concerned about the cost 
of spay and neuter. To help, 
FCHS is proud to announce 
four weeks of low-cost Sun-
day spay and neuter servic-
es. On Feb. 12 and 19, we’ll 
spay female cats for $10. On 
Feb. 26, we’ll fix both male 
and female dogs for $20. And 
on March 4, we’ll neutering 
male cats for $10. To sched-
ule your pet, please call 875-
7297. If you cannot make it 
Sunday, bear in mind that 
we offer spay and neuter sur-
gery during the work week, 
almost every week.

If you have already spayed 
or neutered your pets – I’m 
sincerely grateful. I also want 
to ask you to go one step fur-
ther. If you know someone 
with an unaltered pet, talk 
to them about the possibility 
of getting that pet spayed or 
neutered. Together, we can 
solve the problem of animal 
overpopulation, one spay or 
neuter at a time. 
SAM MARCUS
President, Franklin County 
Humane Society

What’s Richie 
to do now?

To the Editor:
I always thought that 

Richie Farmer was a class-
less act and he showed it by 
filing for  unemployment.  
But he probably needs the 
money since his girlfriend 
got fired.  I guess he could 
always “fence” the comput-
er pieces and parts, etc. that 
have not yet been found.
MARTHA BUCHWALD
Frankfort

Not just a 
religious issue

To the Editor:
I read with great interest 

The State Journal letter from 
Phil Greer and his Internet 
search about gambling. Re-
ligion is not what the gam-
bling debate is about. In ru-
ral areas of Kentucky moral 
and religious objections to 
gambling would be pretty 
consistent. Why else would 
House Speaker Greg Stumbo 
tell fellow members he does 
not want gambling casinos 
in his eastern Kentucky dis-
trict?

In past weeks I have at-
tempted to inform those 
who read letters to the edi-
tor of the human side of the 
issue. Mr. Greer has taken a 
religious structure. Religion 
should have little to do with 
it!

National demographics 
show for every person who 
becomes a gambling ad-
dict 15 others are impacted 
by that illness. When easy 
access to gambling comes 
to Kentucky – in five years 
– there will be an addition-

al 60,000 families impact-
ed by gambling addiction. 
When easy access gambling 
comes to town the suicide 
rate among young people 
goes up. Legalized gambling 
is bad social policy.

At a time when Gamblers 
Anonymous estimates that 
there are at least 12 million 
compulsive gamblers, it 
doesn’t make a lot of sense 
to have the state promoting 
gambling. State sponsorship 
of gambling makes it hard-
er, not easier, for the com-
pulsive gambler to reform. 
Since about 96 percent of 
those gamblers began gam-
bling before the age of 14, we 
should especially be con-
cerned about the message 
such a policy would send to 
young people.

Consider the issue of un-
collected debts. The aver-
age compulsive gambler has 
debts exceeding $80,000. 
And this figure pales in com-
parison to other social costs 
that surface because of fam-
ily neglect, embezzlement, 
theft, and involvement in 
organized crime.

Local merchants see a 
drop in business as discre-
tionary spending is now go-
ing to gambling rather than 
a local or area merchant.

If gambling passes, our 
legislature will be known 
as an enabler. An enabler to 
suffering for many of our fel-
low citizens. Religious op-
position to gambling has its 
place in this debate. How-
ever, the real issue should 
be the human issue. I am 
not able to tell how many are 
Baptist, Catholic or any oth-
er religion.
JIM ANDERSON STIVERS
Frankfort

Assault on 
democracy

To the Editor:
On Jan. 24, outside the 

Kentucky Senate, there was a 
physical altercation. The im-
portance of this event is the 
abuse of power that led up to 
this occurrence. The official 
report said people were yell-
ing at David Williams and 
holding signs in his face; this 
was not the truth. No one in-
volved did that (except the 
man arrested), as witnesses 
can attest (I was there) and 
Capitol personnel may have 
aggravated the situation 
more than those accused, 
but this can’t be admitted in 
an official report of the inci-
dent. More importantly, why 
were protesters outside the 
Senate in the first place?  

The publicity surround-
ing this altercation was a 
red herring for the real issue.  
The real issue is the unjust 
redistricting proposition by 
the Senate and David Wil-
liams’ undesired negative 
attention.

Kathy Stein has been a 
gadfly in Frankfort.  In the 
House and now the Senate, 
she has stepped up to the 
plate; she has publicly con-
fronted both parties on their 
inconsistencies and failings 
as representatives of the peo-
ple who elected them. Also, 
her female presence in a his-
torically male-dominated 
environment has incensed 
the (male?) leadership of the 

Senate and House over the 
years. To say that shifts in 
populations are driving this 
particular redistricting is an 
absurdity that might con-
vince the unobservant. The 
simple fact is they have used 
this redistricting to gerry-
mander Stein out of the Sen-
ate as quickly as they could 
get away with it should make 
clear what their true pur-
pose is: to remove her from 
the Capitol. 

To do this they have gone 
too far by denying the citi-
zens of Lexington represen-
tation in the Senate from the 
person they elected to do so. 
And also make it nearly im-
possible for her to run for an-
other term from any district. 
The only real assault was to 
the spirit of democracy and 
its institutions.

Of course this will play out 
in the courts because that is 
their role. We can only hope 
that they make a fair and eq-
uitable solution to this trav-
esty of a somewhat normal 
procedure. But what is the 
lesson? We have allowed our 
politicians to insulate them-
selves from real debate with-
in our system of governance, 
to usurp the system that 
they are supposed to serve. 
I’m sure that Williams, Sti-
vers and the rest of the GOP 
in Frankfort felt like Sen. 
Stein was in the way of what 
they wanted to do and that is 
why the people of Lexington 
elected her.
DAVID T. WHEALDON JR.
Frankfort

The Newt’s 
confession

To the Editor:
Newt Gingrich went con-

fessional as he slipped his 
grandiose body into one of 
the little phone booths for 
sinners at the back of the 
church.

The priest sitting inside 
his cubicle slid open a little 
door, revealing a small win-
dow with a dark screen that 
both protected and revealed 
the presence of a sinner.

The priest gave a bored 
sigh and asked, “OK, what is 
your litany of excuses?”

The Newt answered in 
a chipper voice, “Father, 
forgive them for they have 
sinned against us.”

The dark profile of the 
priest’s face quickly moved 
away from the screen.  “Good 
God, man,” he whispered 
heavily,  “You have Girl Scout 
cookie breath.”

Newt brushed his Girl 
Scout  cookie crumbs off his 
ample breast with a flick-
ing  action worthy of Oliver 
Hardy.

“Yes,”  Newt answered 
in his smug tone. “And your 
breath tells me you have 
been sipping the Archbish-
op’s  sacramental wines 
again.”

The moral of the story:  
There is redemption for ev-
eryone.  You only have to 
know who to  ask.
JUDY REMBACKI
Georgetown

Stop diversion 
of tire funds

To the Editor:
One thing I have learned 

after 20 years in government 
service is that real change 
happens only if citizens get 
involved. People can be-
come involved by contact-
ing their elected officials 
and letting them know of 
their concerns. If enough 
people voice their opinion 
elected officials will listen. 
If you take the time to vote 
someone into public office, 
you should take the time to 
let them know they are pub-
lic servants. They are work-
ing for you.

The Tea Party and Occupy 
Wall Street movements have 
motivated me to write this 
letter because both demand 
change. The 2012 General 
Assembly has begun. This 
is your opportunity to be in-
volved in positive change by 
contacting your legislators 
during this time.  

There is one issue in 
which I need your help for 
positive change.  The Waste 
Tire Trust Fund was cre-
ated after whole tires were 
banned from landfills. The 
fund created a fee that was 
designed to ultimately pro-
tect the environment. These 
funds should be used to do 
just that. They should not 
be used for administrative 
costs or as a mechanism to 
help balance the state bud-
get. Money has been divert-
ed from the Waste Tire Trust 
Fund in years past. 

Citizens who are not ac-
tively involved with their 
local, state and federal gov-
ernment are not aware of 
such activities. When agen-
cies are faced with unreal-
istic budget cuts they resort 
to creative budgeting. I call 
this “Taxation with Misrep-
resentation.”

I am currently working 
with former local and state 
coworkers to help solve this 
problem. We believe that 
stricter controls should be 
used to control the use of 
the waste tire fees. Efforts 
are underway to make the 
waste tire program proac-
tive by addressing waste 
tires at generation and as-
sure that funds are spent as 
was intended by the legisla-
ture.  If the state legislature 
is not willing to make posi-
tive changes to the program, 
why must we continue to be 
“Taxed with Misrepresenta-
tion”?

This is not just a waste 
issue, it is also a health is-
sue! The mismanagement of 
waste tires creates a breed-
ing ground for the “Asian 
Tiger” mosquito. Tiger mos-
quitos are known to spread 
infectious diseases among 
humans, livestock and wild-
life.

Please contact your state 
representative and state sen-
ator. They can be reached by 
contacting LRC at 502-564-
8100 or www.lrc.ky.gov. You 
can also call 800-372-7181 
and leave a message on the 
Legislative Message Line. 
Ask your legislators to sup-
port efforts to change the 
waste tire program to a pro-
active program and to stop 
“Taxation with Misrepre-
sentation.”

It is a very simple choice. 
Whether you choose one 
position or another, the 
most important thing to do 
is to get involved. To quote 
Edmund Burke, “All that is 
needed for evil to triumph is 
that good men do nothing.”
J.R. WILLIAMSON
Georgetown

Bad publicity 
for Kentucky

To the Editor:
As a businessman, CEO, 

and conservationist in Ten-
nessee, I am writing to ex-
press my disapproval of the 
recent Kentucky crane hunt.  
This species,whose fossil re-
cord in America goes back 
millions of years, was nearly 
wiped out in the east by hab-
itat loss and over-hunting 
during the past 200 years and 
is currently making a come-
back. The sandhill crane 
has just recently reached the 
minimum population re-
quirement in the eastern fly-
way zone to allow hunting of 
the species.  This bird is still 
in need of protection while it 
stabilizes its population, but 
the more important question 
is does this bird have a higher 
value? 

 Kentucky fish and wild-
life officials say they are not 
disappointed that Kentucky 
hunters killed only 50 sand-
hill cranes — far less than 
the 400-bird limit they had 
set. I would think this lack of 
response would signal reluc-
tance on the part of hunters 
to shoot such a magnificent 
bird with a 6-foot wingspan.  
This was an ill-advised and 
unjustifiable effort to appeal 
to hunters who want to kill 
something different, and to 
sell permits allowing hunt-
ing a species that was near-
ly wiped out in the 18th and 
19th centuries. While state 
officials bragged in news ar-
ticles about “rib-eye in the 
sky” with “excellent taste,” 
their rather arbitrary deci-
sion with minimal public 
input has disappointed, if 
not angered opponents and 
drawn negative publicity for 
Kentucky.

 I hope that more states 
will follow the lead of Ten-
nessee, which recently 
launched a crane festival to 
celebrate the species rather 
than hunting the birds. The 
Jan. 14 Tennessee Sandhill 
Crane Festival drew more 
than 3,000 people. It should 
be noted that observation 
decks or platforms set up to 
view sandhill cranes are a far 
more appealing and profit-
able tourist attraction than  
hunting 50 or 400 birds for a 
privileged few.

 As a graduate of Western 
Kentucky and president of my 
fraternity, I have fond feel-
ings for my Kentucky breth-
ren. This hunting decision is 
short-sighted and leaves me 
with muted memories.

Aldo Leopold, an ecolo-
gist and the founder of the 
science of wildlife manage-
ment, once wrote about the 
sandhill crane, “When we 
hear his call, we hear no mere 
bird. We hear the trumpet in 
the orchestra of evolution.”
JOHN NOEL
Nashville, Tenn.
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