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An Expedition into Tennessee.
The Frankfort Commonwealth, of the

30th, has information, from a reliable party,
of a successful expedition into Tennessee.
It seems that on the 17th of December in.
formation was received at Williamsburg,
the eounty seat of Whitley county, anf sit-

uated on the Cumberland river, that a Prty
of rebel troops; called the Fincastle Guards,
were near the State line, on the Tennessee
side, between Finoastl, Campbell county,
Tenn . Boston, Whitley eounty, Ey ;

their object being to steal all they could lay
their hands on. Upon receipt of this in-

formation, a eompany ef Whitley county
boys, under command of 0. W. Lytle, left
Williamsburg, and pushed southward rap
idly. At the Tennessee State line they were
joined by a party of East Tennesseeans.
They learned, however, that the rebels had
accomplished their object, and were on the
way back to Fincastle. Lytle and his men
pushed on rapidly, and the rebels, en-

cumbered as' they were with their plunder
of various kinds, including a lot of hogs,
were in 'dancer of being overtaken. On
the evening of the 18th Lytle came in sight
of the rtrtUg prty, at a distance from
him of about three hundred yards. The
rebels were in an open field, about eix mtier-- f

frem Fincastle. Lytle opened fire on them,
when they fled in oonfusion, without re
turning the fire, leaving some of their guns
and all the hogs, which fell into Ly tie's
hands. He and his forces then returned
to Williamsburg.

' Gen. John Pope.
General John Pope, who recently bagged

1,800 rebels in Missouri, is a man about 40
years of age, and a native of Kentucky. He
is a son of Governor Nathaniel Pope, cf
Va--

7 who came to Kentucky before the birth
of John, and, after living in Kentucky a
few years, removed to Illinois. John, the
eon, entered West Point Academy in 1838
He graduated in 1842, and was appointed to
the army from the State of Illinois, enter-
ing the service as a brevet eeoond lieutenant
of topographical engineers. He was eni
gaged in Mexico, and was breveted a first
lieutenant for gallant and meritorious eon-du- et

in several oonflic'i at Monterey the
brevet bearing date from September 23,
1846. On the 23d of February, 1847, he
was breveted captain for gallant and meri-

torious conduct at the battle of Buena Vista.
On the 1st of July, 1856, he took the actual
rank of captain in the corps of topographi-
cal engineers, and on the 17th of May,
1861, was made a Brigadier General of
rolunteers.

tgi.The Frankfort Yeoman in an article
seems to believe that we intended to,imply
that It bad been guilty of treason- - We
desire now to nay, positively, that we did
not intend any such thing ; and, further, we
do not believe its present editor has ability
enough to be guilty of that crime with his
pen at least to such an extent as to lay
him liable to Impeachment. As to the paper,
we sincerely hope that it will long prosper,
and discuss with freedom whatever ques-
tions are before the eountry. Discussions
do no harm, especially the Yeoman's. '

f&If the present rebellion had not
broken out, the Southern States would
have been clamorous for a protectorate over
Mexioo at the expense of a war with England,
France and Spain, and when the bo troubles
are over she will be as bittor for a war with
England to regain that territory whioh she
claims as her own as the other States.
Both sections will make it a common cause.

tSF'The London Times advises the Presi
dent to make peace before he is involved in
a triple war with England, the Confederates
and the Abolitionists. Certainly the Union
couldn't be assailed by three meaner
things. We anticipate such a fight yet be
fore we are through, and only wait till we
are sure to have the three together.

IfBuMaeon and Slidell will go to Eng
land, but will they ever come back? That
is a question to be considered hereafter.
They will be far more anxious te get home
than they have been to get away.

S& Jeff. Davis wast doubtless, to be
viceroy of the principality of the Southern
States If England took up their cause. The
roy (king) deserted him, and he has nothing
but vice left.

19 The Government has ordered two
hundred medals to be struck, one to be
given to eaoh soldier or seaman who has
distinguished himself. Nelter and his men
deserve one apieoe.

t The rebel papers say that it is the
wish of Great Britain te make war with this
country. A clear mistake. The hungry
old cormorant wants a piece.

The San Juan boundary affair with
England is not yet settled. We hope it will
not be till we have finished this war. It will
be a neat little subjeot for a war.

t&T The Nashville Louisville CoifYier
says cotton is better than gold. Why then
are the Confederates so anxious to swan
their cotton for gold?

19 Great Britain is a Free Mason that
wanted a Lodge in a vast Southern wilder- -

The Mason-Slide- ll Affair.
The BrtUth Lion pawed, ud then he shook hi mane
Bec3e the noble Eagle itoie fox upon a plain ;

The Eagle aqnealed a glorious squeal, an J salJ to Uncle
Bam
A nasty, dirty tox of his that Un't worth a "

"Here the poet broke down for want o f a rhyme.

Aid to oub Ribels tor Tolxkatkd ix
Mixico. The Military Commission con-

vened in Mexico, by Colonel Canby, con
victed Pueblo Aldecrita, an Alcalde, of
treason, for informing the Texan troops at
Forts Bliss and Fillmore, last August, of
the evacuation of Fort 8tauntoi, and of
giving them aid and comfort when they
arrived to taxe possession, tit was sen
tenced to hard labor during the war and for
feiture of property.

t Ex Governor Hunt, of New York,
came very near bleeding to death a few
days since from the extracting of a tooth,

After the tooth had been. extraoted he
started from his home at Lockport for New
York oity, and it bled the whole distance
When he reaohed New York a physician was
oalled, and it was some hours before the
effusion of blood couli be stopped. He was
reduced b the loss of blood to a dangerous
condition, butis now convalescent.

For the Lou1tM Democrat

rTlic Rebellion and its Results.
BT 0X0. H. YCAMAB.

IV XT M 33 353 H XX.
So far the subject has been treated in its

relation to the great natural causes that
must, in a great measure, determine its
solution. The part which the aotors in this
great theater are now playing, and will
continue to play, is equally interesting.
Like some ether actors, they are going
tbrough the different parts of the play,
without knowing their full meaning or con-
nection. One of the most mournful reflec-
tions induced by the contemplation of this
tremendous struggle, is, that thousands of
brave, noble young men are dying upon the
field and in the hospital, and mani noble
and lovely women are plying the needle
night and day for the soldier, under the
ooneoientious impression of duty to their
country and their homes. This delusion
cannot last long. It will be dispelled by the
greater hardships their own government is
imposing on them, and by the Constitutional
protection of all their " rights" as the Fed-
eral arms progress. The existence of this
delusion does not lessen the duty of the
government to resist and suppress there
bellion. It only increases the guilt of those
who have systematically and intentionally
deceived their followers deceived them,
not only in regard to the action and objects
of the government in this matter, but al?o
by a long continued ami yinnwapy3-trnrtmec'Ion-

political education.
What was the object of this rebellion? He

who thinks the instigators of it meant it for
the defense and preservation of the institu-
tions of the South, labors under the same
infatuation or delusion that has lashed the
8outh into a fury, and subjected free and
intelligent men to the bidding of the mob.
A few facts will convince any one that the
leading minds of the South have not made
this conteet for the benefit of slavery. The
leaders of it, while claiming the assertion of
the naked abstraction that it is the duty
of Congress, when nteutary, to protect
slavery in the Territories, vofed, upon
their oaths, in the Senate, that it was not
then necetsary.

The Supreme Judicial Tribunal of the
nation had decided the right of the citizen to
take slaves to the Territory, and the un
constitutionality of prohibitory acts. When
he Republican party succeeded in electing

their President on a sectional platform, the
control of the Government was nevertheless
in the bands of the South and the opponents
at the North of the anti-slave- party, in
suoh manner that no material appointments
to office, and no appropriations to carry on
war or even the Government under civil
estimates, could be made without their
consent When, by the retirement of mem
bers from the seceded States, Congress was
thrown into the hands of the Republican
party, that party, which had threatened to
exclude slayery from the Territories, or-

ganized them without a prohibitory clause ;
and the same party which had declared in
their Chicago Platform that the Government
had no right to interfere with slavery in the
States, voted, through Congress, an amend'
ment to the Constitution, putting that fea-
ture into the organic law of the land, and
making the amendment irrepealable. All
this was not deemed sufficient.

Was the rebellion to defend with arms the
constitutional right of secession T Surely
not, unless there was a reason for the act
of secession. This vast field of legal argu-
ment will not be explored here: it wilimere
ly be assumed that the Constitution of the
United States creates a government, and
that this Government, like every other gov
eminent that ever existed, aots directly on
persons and things, and that this Govern-
ment does not,unlike every other government
provide for its own destruction. In answer
to the treaty or league theory, it is only ob-

served that even under that view we would
be remitted to the laws of nations, in cae of
violatons and and urder
that code the twenty-thre- e States complying
with the treaty would haTe the right to
wage war on the eleven retiring States,
not only for the act ef retirement, but for
the violence also with which the act was
attended.

In answer to the theory that the Govern-me- nt

is one of. delegated power, and that
among the powers delegated is not to be
found any authority to wage war on one of
the States, it is admitted ; but there is
plenary power in the use of the military to
compel person to obedience to the laws, and
it is not perceived to be material in a legal
view whether those in opposition to the laws
be a hundred or a million.

To the "power of attorney" theory it is
implied that if the Constitution be a mere
letter of attorney, or rather, if that be a fit
illustration of our structure of Government
then it is a joint and not a sole power, and
may not be resumed by one of the principals
against the will of the rest. It is, moreover,
anowercoupled with an interest the interest
of the general Government in public prop
erfy and may not, therefore, be resumed by
one oi me principals at pleasure to the det-
riment of others who are interested in the
execution of the power.

Of the "trustee theory, it may be said
that if the General Government exeroises
power and holds property in trust for the
benefit of all the States, or all the people,
there is so much the greater reason
why the trustee should, Jn the exercise of
the trust, preeerve and defend from assault
that which is held for the benefit of all.
Many States are interested in the defenses
and use of the mouth of Chesapeake bay
and the mouth of the Mississippi
river. If the two States within whose
limits they are embraoed should attempt to
appropriate or convert to their awn use, or
prostitute to the use of foreign powers, those
defenses that were erected out of the com.
mon trust fund, the Government would not
be a good trustee if it permitted it.

Concerning the doctrine of a "compact
between free and equal sovereigns." from
whioh the "right to withdraw" is deduced.
it may be said of States or nations as well
as of men, that the freedom and equality of
the cyitraoting parties is just the reason,
in morals and in law, why they are bound
to abide the oompaot. So that in any view
of the case, the right claimed to destroy the
government without violating the Constitu
tion that.makes the government, is an ab
surdity.

Then the question occurs, what was the
rebellion for? It was to build ut a crea
empire on 'the two foundation stones of
African slavery ana cotton, and to gratify a
uiurum juugiug lor piace aim power. A
grand panoramio view stretched out around
the shores of the Gulf and the Carribean
8ea, moving with the speed of Alexandrian
conquest. Its splendid and glittering scenes,
passing in rapid and majestio views, fired
the already thirsty soul of the disappointed
place hunter, and charmed, as with an irre
sistible spell, the fervid imaginations of
youthful genius and ambition. It was not a
scheme of sudden growth. It has been long
contemplated. It was incompatible with
Amerioan policy and the existence of the
Union. While the object has not been
boldly announced, for fear the wickedness
of the thing would forestall the publio mind
of the South, which, like all other publio
minds, is honest, against the scheme, the
schemers have yet kept constantly in view
the means to the end. For forty years the
public mind of the South has been trained
to a political education that has no example
in history. Like the astute disputations of
the schools of ancient philosophy, the ab
straotion pleased and amused the mind.
until the mind mistook the abstraction for
a conviction, a demonstration.

' Delegated Powers Reserved Power- s-
States Rights Southern Rights State Sov
ereignty Severeignty a Unit Once a Sov-
ereign, always a Sovereign Leagues Com
pacts Trusts Confederated RepubUo of
Republics Cotton is King these and other
expressions of a like impart, have been the
favorite texts for dissertations and ha
rangues as plausible, and certainly more
acute, than any that have adorned and cor
rupted the politics or any other country
Aid with all their fallaoy, which accurate
reasoning so quiokly lays tare, it must be

confessed that our system of government,
and circums'anoes in our listory, have lent
them a plausibility not easily resisted by one
class of minds, and a largi class, that have
aoutenees without breadth. The brilliancy
of a "glittering generality" was mistaken
for the lucid light, of stern logic; mistiness
was mistaken for immensity of view; and a
principle of government, which, if acou.
rately stated, would have ben the best ex-
position of its own fallaoy. was mistake for
oracular wudom, when draped in graaeful
obsourity. ,

The effect of all this need net be under-
rated. It is believed that most of the se-

ceded States were carried ont by "precipi-
tation; " but it is also believed that, in the
States of South Carolina, Alabama, and
Mississippi, this system of political educa-
tion had obtained such a hold on the publio
mind, that nothing but a terrible experi-
ment with the Btern business of government
world have broken it Facta are stronger
than wcrds, and experience is a good sohool
as well as a dear one.
. Acoepting as true the statement that this
war is waged by the South for the defense
of the institution of African slavery and
the rights of those interested In that insti-
tution, it Is easily demonstrable they have
committed a most lamentable blunder. We
have Been the movement was not justified
by any pressing necessities. We may go
further, and say, eo far free preserving
and expanding the institution, fhe strife w

a nititirimnt Vuaitn, iu does not
destroy, it. We need not shut'our eyes to
fiats. It only increases the difficulty of
dealing with them when we are forced to
look them in the face. The ship of State,
that has been gliding so smoothly down the
stream, has now reached the rapils. A
rosk in the way may be avoided by seeing
it in time; to rush upon it in the dark, is
surely to go to pieces. If the suggestion that
this institution is about t3 be destroyed by
the improvident and suioidal oonduct of those
who are most interested in its preservation
be distasteful and not well founded, it is at
least not unfaithful to cill 'attention to the
reasons for thinking so.

African slavery the political and per-
sonal subjection of the black man to the
white man is the sure and neoessary result
of bringing them in contact or juxtaposi-
tion in the same community. It would he
so in one State as well as another. The
Northerner would be as completely the mas-
ter of the black man, in some form or other,
as the Southerner. The Northern man,
transferred to the cotton or tobacco field,
has always made quite aa good a taskmaster
as the Southerner. Without at all discuss-
ing the divinity or morality of the relation,
it is affirmed to result necessarily from the
physical and mental organization of the two
races. They cannot, and they will not, live
together on terms of equality. He who
would extinguish the relation, muRt separate
mem, or exterminate one-o- f the parties.
He who would violently and suddenly sepa
rate them, would outrage the rights of the
master, and utterly ruin the slave. Those
who thiDk the extinction of the institution
will be found in the amalgamation of the
two racc3, may have studied the subject,
out nave railed to comprehend it.

The relation once established, then its
continuance, in the absence of extraneous
and violent applications, will be determined
by the economy of its results. As an in-

vestment, its character will be determined
by the rule of profit and loss. The trouble
and expense of keeping it Bubjeot, when it
has grown into undue proportion, to the
dominant race, will, of course, go to the
.column of loss. The prejudices or affeo
tions of the people for it would not survive
more than one or two generations after it
has ceased to be advantageous. It is ad-

vantageous by being profitable and safe.
The question of profits is determined by
soil and climate ; the question of safety, by
the relative numbers of the two populations.
The undue preponderance of the servient
race could easily be prevented by keep'urg
it distributed (within the bounds of the rules
here laid down) over the area it now occu-
pies, and availing ourselves of just oppor-
tunities for expansion whioh would inev-
itably have come.

Under these rules and influences it would
have worked out its own solution. It would
go where it ought, and could not be driven
where it ought not to go. And this demon,
strates the very unstatesmanlike character
of the fierce contest that has been waged
about protection and exclusion in the Ter
ritories. As to Territories now owned or
hereafter to be acquired, so long as we had
remained one nation, its presence there was
determined, was permitted or denied, by the
decree of Providence. That decree is read
in the blooming luxuriance of tropical
climes, and is written in the sands, graven
on th rock?, and buried in the frozen
marshes of mere northern latitudes.

to bk costinued.

Thk Mbkeimac. The rebel iron-cla- d

steamer Merrimao is now universally con-

ceded by the authorities of Fortress Monroe
to be a failure; so much so that all work
upon her has been for some time abandoned.
It appears that the original intention of the
rebel ecgineers was to cover the entire
vessel, to within a short distance below the
water .line, with two layers of rolled iron,
two and a half inches in thickness. A
large portion of this iron had been rolled at
the Tredegar Iron Works, Richmond, and
the holes for riveting were, to expedite
matters, punched at the works before being
brought to Norfolk. Weil, the first difficulty
these engineers encountered was that, when
these plates were bent or turned to be
applied to the sides of the vessel, none of
then holes matched, so they were compelled to
resort to the expedient of filing and "ream-
ing" them out before the rivets oould be
inserted. The next wasi that the ship,
which is in the dry dock at the old Navy
Yard, commenced to settle on the "blocks,"
owing to the enormous weight of the iron
placed upon her. These, and probably other
reasons which we have not heard of, are
thought there to have caused the abandon-
ment of the work.

Russian Wife Show. The wife show is
now the last lingering relic of what was
onca a popular national custom Here the
sons and daughters of tradesmen were wont
to assemble to select their partners for life.
The girls would come decked out in all the
valuable ornaments the family could raise,
and sometimes carrying in their hands a
bunch of silver teaspoons, or playing with a
large silver ladje, as if it were a fan; while
the young men, also appearing to the best
advantage, would stroll by them, and on
seeing; any young lady who struck their
fancy, would politely inquire about her
dower from the parents, who invariably
accompanied the blushing damsels. The
custom so far exists at the present day, that
any one matrimonially disposed, may select
a wife without even trouble cf advertising,
to say nothing of saving the time whioh the
moje conventional customs of our land deem

requisite for a courtship.

fgMrs. darks, the elegant Jewess,
whose name has beoome familiar in oonneo- -

tion with the diamond murder, and who
was lately released from jail on oondition
of having turned State's evidence,Vas found
wandering about the streets of New York
the other night in a destitute oondition, and
out of pity was taken to' the stationhouse.

6rigadier General Phelps, now in
command at Ship Island, is a brother-in- -

law of Hon. John Hickman.

Letter from Adair Connty.
nam at james town-fo- ur rebels killed

ENEMY IN F0RC8 AT JAMESTOWN SKIR-

MISH. AT CREELS BOR, AC.

Camp Both, Columbia, Kt.,
December 27, 1861. (

Editor Democrat Gentlemen:-O- n yester-
day evening the rebel attacked a body of
CoL Hazz&rd'a cavalry, under command of
Mai.-Mik- e Owsley, at Jamestown, Ky.,
while they were at supper, and after oonsid
erable firing the rebels fled preoipitately,
leaving four of their number dead in the
road and on the streets. We lost none.
The enemy was evidently trying to induoe
Maj O. to pursue him, but his sagaoity
caused him to suspect that the emmy was
lying in ambush, as we have since learned
was the case, and the Major therefore de-
sisted from any further pursuit. Our boys
fought gallantly.

The enemy are now encamped, at least
two infantry and their' oavalry regiments,
within a mile of Jamestown. Our forces
will probably move on them in the morning,
and you may expeot to hear Vf a fight if
our boys can ever oome up with the scoun-
drels.

Five Federals engaged fifteen Confeder
ates across Cumberland river, at Grider's
1'erry, aeae Creolaboro, Btf after Bg

of several shots, and not a few
oaths, the Confeda. left, carrying off one
dead and two wounded.

' Excuse this hasty note. I. Gollt.
Secessionist Terrorism in Canada.

Prom the Toronto Qlobe, Dec. 12.

The infamous oonduot of the eorruption-i- st
organ in this city exoitea the. dnatindignatien among our people. There are

plenty lcyal men in Toronto; there are none,
tu taut, who re unwuiing to turn eut to
defend Canadian soil whenever it is assailed,
but our people are not suoh madmen as to
seek a quarrel with neighbors who profess
the most friendly feeling, and have done us
no injury. It is a general opinion that the
agent of the Jefferson Davis Government is
overdoing his work, and is likely to be
kicked out of his position long before he
has aooomplished the object of his ambi-
tion the stirring up of a war between the
United States and England. Tie exquisite
absurdity of an editor of a Washington
paper coming over here to lecture the peo-pi- e

upon their duty to the British flag; to
assume, in fact, the part of a loyal bully,
exoites its appropriate share of ridicule

would be harmless, but for
the position of the Leader. As the organ
oitne uovernment, as the recipient within
a few years of a hundred thousand dollars
of publio money, it is a matter of moment
that the Leader is using every weapon of
invective and falsehood to excite war. The
Americans of course conclude, from the
position of the paper, that its nefarious
work is sanctioned by the Canadian Gov
ernment, and that they are influenced in
their turn by the imperial authorities. Its
diatribes are published fr and wide by the
American papers, and help to keep up the
flames ol hostile feeling. This work may
be all very pleasant to the agent of the Jeff.
Davis Government, who, if he accomplishes
bis work, will epeedily seek refuge in
Riohmond and obtain his reward; but to
those who have their all in this country,
the stirring up a senseless, causeless war, is
about as distasteful as anything can be con-
ceived.

The most infamous parts of the Leader's
infamous efforts to create disturbance are
its assaults upon individual Americans in
our midst. It tries to excite prejudice
against them sa as to drive them out of
their employments. Although the name
was not mentioned, the directors of the
Northern Railway have been plainly inform-
ed that their retention of Mr. Grant as
eupevintendent, and Dr. Beatty as finance
manager, is displeasing to the Washington
editor, and that the nuisance must be abated.
The following was the language employed :

"We will not enumerate illustrations at
present ; through the time may come, and
that epeedily, when railway directors and
others may be required to justify their tole
ration of the exclusive temper shown by
superintendents, express contractors, and
others who avail themselves of every
chance to promote Amerioan interests as
distinguished from Canadian."

There is but .one board of railway direc-
tors to whom this language can be made to
apply, for no other has an Amerioan super-
intendent. Mr. Grant is the most efficient
rairway man in Canada in his own depart-
ment. He has managed his road most ad-

mirably; not one word can be said against
him on that score. He was employed by
Government as one of the commissioners to
inquire into the position of the Grand
Trunk Railway, and he did his duty there
also efficiently and ably. But he is an
American; an editor fresh from Washington
and Richmond cannot endure Americans,
and eo he tells the Northern railway direo
tors that they must dismiss Mr. Grant. The
Jeff. Davia man seems to think that we have
commenced a new reign of terror, and that
we are all at the mercy of the first man that
denounces us. He has aotually the impu-
dence to threaten the Globe office with a
domiciliary visit from a mob. This
would be perfectly laughable were it
not, as we before said, for the
fact that the Leader is a Government
organ, supported by publio money; that it
is understood to speak as It is instructed by
John A. Macdonaid, Mr. John Ross, and
Mr. J. C. Morrison, all of whom are in To,
ronto at this moment. Do theBe gentlemen
desire a war with the United States? If
they do, it muBt be because the affairs of
the Government are in sucn a desperate
state that they see no hope of postponing
their fall, save in bringing about a collision
with our neighbors. If this is their posi-
tion, it of course aooounts for the eonduot
of the Leader it aoceunts for the Richmond
man being brought over to fan the flame of
war. Trade may languish or be extinguish-
ed, hearts may be wrung with anxiety for
the future, but if it will keep the coalition
in. by all means let there be war let the
Leader, vilify and threaten, let a mob be
raised to insult Amerioans in the streets,
and drive them out of the oountry. Never
mind the expense, the blood, the devasta
tion will not the coalition be kept in office?

Abolitionists Weithinq. The Wash
ington correspondent of the Chicago Trib
une, one of the most violent and pestilent
abolition sheets in the Union, writes that
all hope of carrying any abolition scheme
against the conservative policy of the Presi
dent must be given up as utterly hopeles,
whereupon, the Tribune bewails the state
of affairs in the following style :

Our Washington letter on the eeoond page
gives a gloomy view of the state of things
at the national capital. Congress, on which
the country has rested its hopes, it would
teem, has been attacked by the prevailing
distemper, and gone to saving slavery in
stead of the Union. There is something in
the atmosphere at Washington that makes
cowards and apostates of men who left home
with high resolves and brave words on their
lips. Our correspondent fears that no bill
will be passed confiscating the slaves and
property of rebels in arms against the
United States. Some malign influence has
been at work. We learn from another and
private source that seven Republican Sena-
tors have-sol- out to the reactionists, and
are down on their bellies, who, four days
ago, were for striking ablow at the vitals of
rebellion; but they are now prostrate before
the dragon. The writer gives us their
names, which we withhold. We sincerely
hope that these sickening reports may not
prove true. Can it be possible that the
people s representatives are going to betray
them? Is the fate of the Republic indeed
i e iled?

From whioh it is plainly evident that the
Abolitionisst are whipped, and so badly that
they acknowledge it.

TELEGRAPHIC.
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BOaTOXAXD BASKJ StafiD:

XXXVIIth Conffreis First Session.
Washisotos. Deo. SO. Senate. A com

munication was received from the Secretary
of War in reply to the resolution of the
Senate, stating that it was fnoompatible
with the public interest to furnish the cor-
respondence wich passed between Gen. Soott
and Gen. Patterson.

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to acquire
the title of the District of Columbia.

Mr. Davis introduced a bill declaring cer-
tain persons aliens and enemies, and for
sacrificing their property for the benefit of
loyal persons.

Senate adjourned till Thursday.
House. Mr. Potter reported the follow

ing. which was adopted:
Resolved, That the Secretary of the

Treasury be requested to furnish, without
unnecessary delay, to the select committee
instructed to inquire into the alleged dis-
loyalty of Government employees, all the
information asked for by the latter on the
3d inst., addressed by the chairman of the
committee to the Seoretary ef the Treasury.

Mr. Potter also reported a resolution,
calling on the Secretary of the Interior to
similarly respond. He said it was neoes-
sary that the Select Committee should have
this information in order to make their
report.

Mr. Mallory objeoted to the above
named resolution calling on the Secretary of
the Interior, &o.

Washihotos, Deo. 21). Special to the Tri-
bune It will rejoice the friends of Cola
Corcoran, Wood, and other gallant effioers
held as hostages by therebels, to know that
on the suggestion of Mr. Faulkner, their
prison will probably be rendered more com-
fortable. That gentleman, upon his arrival
in Richmond, read the military authorities
a lecture upon their neglect to do so at an
earlier day, saying that even the priva-teersme- n

in custody in the north were
better treated.

Mr. Ely received $100 in gold by the
hands of Mr. Faulkner, as a Christmas'
prfaent, from Hon. Schuyler Coif ix, to be
distributed among the destitute private sol-
diers imprisoned in Richmond, and so dis-
posed of it.

A letter brought by Mr. Ely from prison
ers sent to TuBcalcom, Ala., indica'es that
they are quite comfortable. None of the
prisoners at Richmond, Charleston or Tus-
caloosa, suffered much from heat during the
summer.

World's Dispatch. The manner in which
Mason and 81idell are to be delivered up

as been left to. Lord Lyons, who will
doubtless have it done in the manner least
offensive to this Government. They will
probably be put on board the steamer
America, which sails from Niw lorknext
Wednesday, and which will, it is under
stood, be required to stop at Boston to take
the rebel Commissioners on board.

Times' Dispatch. From a gentleman who
has just retuned from Richmond, we learn
the following interesting facts: In a conver
sation Jeff. Davis stated that the blockade
had somewhat incommoded them, but
England would soon raise it. That Lincoln
could not surrender Mason and Slidell, and
their situation woull be the cauBe of war.
He expressed confidence that the rebels
would defeat the Union troops in a fair field
fight, and that it was impossible for them to
be conquered. Many members of Congress
declared that, rather than come again into
the Union, the South would become a
province of England.

Ft. Moxkos, Deo 29. As the gunboat
Expresf, which runs between Old Point and
Newport News, was leaving the latter place
this morning, a rebel tugboat was seen off
Sewall's Point. She wore a Commodore's
blue penant, and was mistaken at first for a
flag of truoe, but on the Express coming
within ranee, the rebel boat fired a shot
across her bows and followed by shells.
The greatest consternation prevailed for a
short time onboard the Express, whioh was
armed.

The schooner Sherwood, employed to
bring water from Newport News, which was
in tow, was cut a drift and deserted by her
crew. The schooner, drifting down with the
tide, was taken possession of by. the rebel
tug boat and towed to Craney Island The
rebel gunboat subsequently made her ap
pearance a second time, dui toe .express got
away and reported the circumstance to the
flag ship. After a long delay, about half a
dozen gunboats got started toward the scene
and threw a few shells into Seweli a Po nt
and the Pig Point batteries without effc
so far as known. The Sherwood had been
lined with zinc, and fitted out with a valu-

able force pump for a water boat The loss
is estimated at $2,000.

The brig Empire sailed yesterday for
Port Royal to open trade. She took a oargo
of fresh provisions, also a balloon with
chemicals and an apparatus for inflating it,
consigned to Gen. Sherman.

A note from ueneral linger to uenerai
Wool announoes that he is ready to send
210 prisoners of war down the James river,
from Richmond, by a flag of truoe, when-
ever they will be received. General Wool
will send a flag of truce for them on Thurs
day or Friday.

Niw Yoxc, Deo 30 At a conference o f
onr city banks on Saturday evening, by an
enormous vote, they reselved upon an im
mediate suspension ef speoie payments.
The heavy draft upon their coin, caused by
their large advanoes to the government,
rendering this step in their judgment neces
sary. We presume it wilt oe quite gener
ally followed in the large oitles, though the
drain upon our city nanxs results irom
etuses which tend rather to strengthen than
weaken the banks of the interior.

Boston. Deo. 30. By instructions from
Lord Lyons, the Niagara, whioh arrived
here on Saturday, will leave
(Tuesday) for Liverpool, taxing out Mason
and Slidell. The Persia, now in the St.
Lawrence, will come to Boston and take the
place of the Niagara for Monday, the regu
lar dav.

The Presidents and Directors or the nanxs
of this city held a meeting this morning,
and resolved to suspend specie payment
forthwith.

Boston, Dec. 30. The agents of the Ni-

agara here deny that they have instructions
to take eut Mason and Slidell.

The Niagara took in ooal to day to make
room for the Persia, soon expected here,
and may or may not leave for Liverpool
before her regular day.

PuTBBirao. Dee. 30. River 5 feet
iaehea bv cier mark and fallini. Weather
clear and pleasant.

The old Bank of Pittsburg pays specie on

all its liabilities, as it has done through
put suspensions.

Philadclphia, Dee. 30 The Banks of
this city have resolved to suspend specie
payment, in consequence of the euepe&ibns
in New Yerk- -

CixciaaATi, Deo. 30. The surrenJer cf
Mason and faliJell, and the susDension ef
speoie payment by the New York banks pro-
duced a feeling of relief in business circles.

Niw Yoik, Deo. 30. Mr. Cumrl, of this
city, agent of the Cunird line, states that
the steamer Niagara wilfnot sail for Liver-
pool until her regular day, January 1st.

The Execution of Lanahan, the Mur-
derer of Major Lewis.

FaiDisiCK, Mo., Deo. 23, 1861.
The approval of the sentence of court

martial in the case of Lanahan for murder,
the order for his execution, and the date
thereof were forwarded by' Gen. McClellan
on Thursday, requiring from Gen. Banks
only to name the place and the hour. The
callows was planned and ereoted by a nan
from Baltimore, who has hid experience in
suoh matters.

The circumstances of the mur3er are aa
follows : The Forty sixth Pennsylvania w3
on its way from Washington to Pleasant
HilL At Rockvlile several of the soldiers
procured liquor, and became lstcxica:J,
At Muddy Branch Lanahan, beirg cnir
the influence of liquor, had a ciurrl.
Major Lewis .ordered him to be tied to tM
rear of a wagon. During the prereja ct'
the march Lanahan got untieJ, and, tailing
a loaded musket from one cf his comra iert.
swore he would ehoot the Major. The U'-t- er

being in advance, heard cf his r
and rode to the rear, where he met Lvi
han, and ordered him to give up the gua.
Lanahan took aim anl shot Major Lewis
through the heart aa he was in the act of
dismounting.

During his confinement, before and a?!?r
trial, your correspondent had free aoce?3to
the prisoner and paid him frequent visit.
From the first he was calm an 1 resigied to
his fate, being fully sensible of the tnoraii'y
of his crime, and equally willing to expire
it by his death. By the kinl ministration
of Father Dougherty, of Rocktille, ho

the premises of the Saviour,
soon had assurances that he would b; for-
given in Heaven.

I visited him an hour before his execu ion.
His confessor was with him. On my ei.ter-in- g,

he advanced with a cheerful smile upon
his face, and reached out hi manacled right
hand.

Lanahan Good morning, Mr. , I
am glad to see you; you have not been here
for a long time.

Correspondent I have been absent oa
the Upper Potomao for several dis.

Lanahan I thought you were airiy
(smilingly); my time ha oome.

Correspondent So I am sorry to har,
John; I wish it could be otherwm. Are
you all right here? (placing his hral on hi
heart.)

Lanahan By the love of God, I am: I
am not sorry to die now. I owe it to Q

and man, and cannot be better prepared.
Death is only a change from on a statr t.
another, and takes but a momeat.

Correspondent Is there anything you
wish to say to the world tnrcugh the pre??

Lanahan Very little; I committ-- i the
murder and am willing to die for it. S.'.j u
the people I pray for peace; tell the sol
diers to abstain from liquor. I pray for
them, as, I hope, they J J far me. I Jl; iu
peace.

After requesting me to be present at the
execution, I bade him a final adieu. During
the whole interview he spoke in a firm bat
subdued tone. Not a nerve or mu3cle quiv
ered, but a cheerful smile at times lit up his
countenance. The beaut:e) of rehgtoD, aad
true religion, never were more bjauLi:ai!y
developed thin on this occasion.

At noon Lanahan was placed in a covsred
wagon, with his spiritual adviser anl his
coQn. Be walked ont with a firm step sad
took his seat with but alight aasiswi-i.e- .

The procession was as follows:

The Provost Marshal and Assistant Pioicit
Marshal

Band of the Wisconsin Third.
A platoon cf the Provost Guarl.

Wagon with the prisoner and priest.
Platoon of the Provost Guird.

Hack with the execu'.ioner iu dbg il).
The Wisconsin Third.

The third brigade. General William?, 1 3

which Lanahan' a regiment is attached, was
npon the ground. Lanahan viewed the
preparations without the slightest appareai
emotion, and ascended the Boatfoid with aa
unfaltering Btep.

The Adjutant of the Provost Marshal
read aloud the charges and specifications oa
which he wai tried, the hading aul sen-

tence of the Court Martial, the approval
and the order for his execution by thj
Commander-i- n Chief. The Assistant Pro-

vost Marshal inquired if he had anything to
say. He replied, "No; I have nothing to
say. I am ready to die." The cap wai
drawn over his face and the rope adjusted
on his neck by the executioner. Those cn
the platform descended, and on the uual
signal by the Provost Marshal, the execu-
tioner pulled the spring, and the drop fell.
A slight contraction of the muscles of the
arms and legs waithe motion that indicated
the departure of life. His neck was broken.
So calm was his death and S3 systematic
eally had all the arrangements been per
fected and extcuted that the solemn erena
was divested ef its usual attendant horror?.
Not a shudder was noticed in the vs.st crowd
of spectators and soldiers.

From early in the forenoon until an hour
after the execution, and particularly at the
solemn moment, the heavens seeme--
waging war upon the earth. A frc?z:cg
wind, with snow and hail, chilled the bodiaj
and almost blinded the eyes of all pre?en:.

Lanahan s body was taken char?? cf r y
his Catholio friends, to await the arrival oi
his relations.

Latest from the Weat.

Special Dispatch to the Missouri Dem.Knt )

Rolla, Dec. fT.
Msj. Gen. Curtis arrived :n town this

evening, and will assume command of thi
forces here superseding Geu.
Sigel. This would seem to indicate a ch-.e- gs

of programme. Gen. Curtis' arrival vai
welcomed by the Iowa Fourth, anl ho was
escorted from the depot to the raJencj zt
CoL Dodge. '

A message from Osceola cinfirna tba
reported retreat of Price southward. Ha
was traveling west of Springfield, hi J m?n
having a big scare on. Ha had SCO cn the
sick list.

A report is current amon; the s?cesh cf
Lawrence county, that McCulbch wj
superseded by Mcintosh, and that his troops

--were going to Texas to repel a Federal in;
vasion. Doubtful.

CoL Dodge, while riding out on horse-
back this evening, received a flesh wcusd
in the thigh from the accidental dicharg)
of a pistol carried in his side pocket. Tae
ball was extracted, and the wound will net
prove so serious as was at first suppoeel.

Fatil.
8petlal CorreponJenc of the M:scart EecccT.it. I

RoltA, Deo. 27.
Our latest information from Price's army

received here daes to the 20th inst.. Friday
at 10 o'clock. His main body was then en-

camped about Widow Waldro's spring, j
miles south of Osceola by the main rca 1,

and about thirty miles south of Humans
ville. Parties were arriving in camp from
the north. There wa3 no indication, of
breaking np camp at the above da'e, though
a retreat southward is thought to be not im- - --

probable.

tgJU Frizington, England, a lad fell
hee4 foremost one hundred and seventy
feet down the shaft of an iron mine, strik-
ing en his head in ten feet of water at the
bottom of the pit His head was jammed in
mud at the bottom of the pit, but he had
presence ef mind enough to press hiaseif
free. He then floated on the water, aad
was happily recovered, not much the wcr;
of his perilous descent, Fx.

Hew wonderful I


