
THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE

A mountain irony
The history of this region is littered with agonizing Iron-

ies ironies which always seem to operate against the
interests of the people most in need of help. Certainly this
appears to be the case in the troubles of the Appalachian
Research and Defense Fund.

The irony here is that both the dissident staff attorneys
banished from the program, and the officials now operating
the program want to help the poor. Each side recognizes
there traditionally has been a lack of legal services in the
mountains which is unattached either to the coal industry
or to the local politicians. And each side wants to provide
that kind of service in Eastern Kentucky.

But the two sides cannot agree how to provide the service.
The public squabble being conducted, as a result of this

disagreement, will accomplish at least two things:
The ARDF itself will fidget in self-inflict- ed discomfort

instead of busying itself with the very real problems of the
poor.

Those in Frankfort who spend their afternoons searching
for reasons to defund poverty programs will be handed a
platter full of reasons to squelch the ARDF.

Evidence to support the first point is so multitudinous that,
like the predicament of the red-head- ed boy counting
freckles, it constitutes an embarrassment of riches. The
dismissed attorneys and the ARDF Kentucky director are
fussing over who should represent the Eastern Kentucky Wel-

fare Rights organization, in an attempt to make the Floyd
County Comprehensive Health Program a truly comprehen-
sive thing. Staff attorneys and the ARDF Kentucky director
were fussing over the nature of the program's participation
in legal issues arising from the Hurricane Creek coal mine
disaster.

With respect to the second point, it is necessary only to
repeat a comment made by Lynn Frazer, the state Office of
Economic Opportunity director, about the Kentucky ARDF

director, John Rosenberg. Frazer said, "If Rosenberg thinks
he's had troubles so far, he hasn't seen anything yet. "

There is a valid difference in approach involved. The

staff attorneys want to spend the major portion of their
time working with local groups organizing to fight the coal

THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE is published every Thursday at
120 W. Main Street, Whitesburg. Letcher County, Ken-

tucky, 41858. Thomas E. Gish is editor and publisher.
Second-clas- s postage paid at Whitesburg, Kentucky.
Subscription rates: $3 a year inside Letcher County, $5 a
year outside Letcher County. Single copies, 10 cents
each. This is Number 41 of Volume 63.

HARD TIMES:

WHITESBURG,

By JAMES RIDGEWAY

WASHINGTON - For the past year the energy
combines have promoted a fuels shortage as a
means of beating off environmentalists who threat-
en their control over the nation's energy policies.
The creation of energy results in water and air pol-
lution, and the building struggle for realignment of
the nation's energy policies, promises to be one of
the most important of the century. Already large
oil companies have established a virtual corner on
the fuels business, through their control of coal,
gas and uranium. The utilities have concentrated
into electric monopolies for distribution. And now
that most sinister body, the Atomic Energy Com-
mission, is making motions to establish itself as
the policy making body for all energy decisions in
Washington.

FOR THIS REASON alone it is important to read
a relatively little-notice- d book
Control' through Nuclear Pollution" by Arthur
Tamplin and John W. Gof man (Nelson-Hal- l,

1970, $6.95). Templin and Gofman irritated the
atomic establishment with their theories on radia-
tion dangers, and mostly because their critique
can't be set aside with derision: both are erudite
scientists who worked within the atomic business
at Lawrence Radiation Laboratory in Livermore,
California. The book is a devastating attach on
the atomic business.

Gofman-Tampl- in demonstrated that if everyone
in the US population were to receive the statutory
allowable dose of radiation (0. 17 rads per year)
from birth to age 30, there would be an increase of
32, 000 cases of cancer and leukemia a year. Gene-
tic effects from radiation would be severe: Expo-
sure to present allowable levels could mean a
5 to 50 per cent increase in cancer and leukemia
producing from 150, 000 to 1.5 million additional
deaths a year in a future population of 300 million;
there would be sharp increases in the instance of
crippling diseases such as diabetes, arthritis and
schizophrenia.

But the AEC opposes reducing allowable doses
of radiation. Dr. Teller, the chief enthusiast for
"peaceful" nuclear development writes, "The
present guidelines for 'Permissible Doses' should
not be lowered for the following reasons:

1. On the basis of common sense the present
guidelines are safe. The main reason for this
statement is that the guideline coincides with the
average exposure due to causes other than atomic
energy developments. This exposure has existed
for a long period and furnishes a strong link with
experience.
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industry, to fight program inequities, to fight individual
injustices. They believe the issues must rise out of an
indigenous effort to gain power for poor people -- - the issues
must be developed and framed by the poor themselves.

Rosenberg and others believe the major portion of the
attorneys' time should be spent in court -- - particularly in
court cases testing broad issues. They see an opportunity
for reform, or at the very least an opportunity for creating
an energized climate conducive to reform, in the courts.

There is one central point to be made in resolving this
difference in approach: Under no circumstances can ARDF

help the poc: if it isolates itself from the poor.
The director himself should be working in the field. He

should participate in the intimate and subtle exchanges
that occur around a hot stove. He should maintain the kind
of rapport that is an unshakeable strength when he and his

clients finally enter court together.
Mountain people are intuitively alert. They can spot a

half-heart- commitment as easily as they yn spot storm
clouds at the ridpeline. It's a sensitivity born of much
exploitation over the decades.

The young staff attorneys have for the most part gained
the confidence of the people with whom they have worked
over the last year. But that is about all they have done.
They have not, except in a .

few cases, moved from that
basis of mutual trust to exert the kinds of legal pressures
that are possible.

Despite this shortcoming, they are at least one step farther
along toward the proper goal than Rosenberg would be if he
stationed himself in Lexington, insulated from the urgency
of problems by the comfortable
of the Bluegrass . . meetings, planning sessions, work
sessions, and so forth.

If this is a legal services program, then let it provide legal
services. And that begins in gettinp down to cases with
your prospective clients. Then taking those cases to
rather than talking about them interminably on a porch
step, up the hollow. That is another kind of comfortable

that the poor cannot afford.

TO THE EDITOR

Why come home?
To the Editor.--

Travelling through eas-
tern Kentucky there are
signs of what is called
Progress everywhere. True,
this section of Kentucky is
now enjoying what is sup-
posed to be a super road.
But what is so super about a

"It is generally recognized that the danger to an
individual is small if 0. 17 remyear is added to
the existing average of 0.17 remyear. The fact
that the chance of damage is so small makes it
most difficult to find and prove damage at these
low levels of irradiation. " ,

comment, "These statements
of Professor Teller must be regarded as a classic of
our times. Let us explore his statement that
'the danger to the individual is small' if he re-

ceived 0.17 remyear additional radiation. If
everjone in the U.S. received this dose, there
would be in time 32, 000 extra cancer and leukemia
deaths per year. For our country this represents an
unparalleled public health disaster. Of course,
since there are 200 million people in the country,
this means one person out of every 6, 000 people
per year as an additional potential radiation cancer
victim. If one chooses to look at a major public
health disaster as 'small danger to the individual'
simply because one extra person in 6, 000 dies per
year, then Dr. Teller is technically correct. But
this simply means he doesn t appreciate that
major diseases kill 1 in 1, 000 or 1 in 10, 000 per
year, and medical research and treatment go to
great efforts to prevent occurrences of this fre-
quency. "

HIS GENERAL CONTEMPT for life in mind,
Teller has got the government to back the Plow-
share program aimed at expanding the peaceful
uses of nuclear power. Thus the AEC joined with
oil companies in setting off underground nuclear
explosions which freed large supplies of much
needed natural gas. the natural
gas recovered so far is radioactive. Faced with
this problem, the AEC promised to dilute the
radioactive gas with gas until the
radiation levels are brought down to statutory
limits, which as demonstrated
are meaningless and dangerous. In all of this the
AEC scientists adhere to their own peculiar
benefit-ris- k formula, whereby they attempt to
balance the numbers of people who ' ill die from
radiation against the economic benefits derived
from the use of nuclear devices. The benefit-ris- k

formula becomes the major rationale behind
developing the industry.

In 1967, it became apparent that 500 or so
uranium miners in Colorado would die from radia-
tion. As everyone knew at the time this need
not have occurred had the government insisted on
making the mine operators cleanse the air in the
uranium mines. But that would have cost the
mining companies money, reducing profits. At
the time, uranium was the key to the growing
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road that is as rough as an
oldtime wash board? What
is so super about a road that
is covered with mud and
coal and rock that has been
pushed off a mountaintop?
This is supposed to be one

of the richest parts of the
world in natural resources.
Who gets all the riches? Not

IA

the poor landowner who has
no say-- so over his land when
Mr. Money Bags decides he
wants to strip, auger or

drill on his land. The landow-
ner is the one who loses ev-

erything and receives noth-

ing.
I heard a radio announcer

the dther day ask if anyone
had ever seen a strip or au-

ger mine. He went on to
say, "Yes, you probably have
but' didn't recognize It. The
mining areas have been made
into ponds, house sites and
sown In grass. " Either this
announcer was from a differ-

ent area and had never been
in eastern Kentucky or he
was blind. If neither of the
previous was his situation,
he maybe wanted to keep
his job.
The taxpayer is presently

putting In a dam in Knott
County. Call It anything you
wish but it can't help but
be a mudhole in a very few
years. Mr. Money Bags has
just recently augered the
coal seam ff4 most of the
way around the dam site.
This should help add mud to
the mudhole.

My hands are tied and I

can't fully express myself as
I'm a member of the Armed
Services that is supposed to
help keep world peace and
protect the freedom that we
in eastern Kentucky don't have
Vietnam,- - after two decades

of fighting, doesn't look
like eastern Kentucky.

If this is what I have to
look at when I come home
on leave, let my leaves be
short and few.

James W. Haynes, USN
Petty Officer, 1 cl.
U. S. S. Coral Sea

Can we afford to gamble with atomic power plants?

called"'Population

Gofman-Tampl- in

Unfortunately,

Gofman-Tampli- n

nuclear power industry, which depended for sur-

vival on its ability to demonstrate that uranium
was economically more feasible than coal, oil,
or gas in the manufacture' of electricity. The
more costly uranium fuel, the less attractive
nuclear fuel would compare with fossil fuel. And
that, of course, would have been a tragedy for the
AEC and the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy,
spoiling their plans for the new industry. So
instead of insisting that the air in the mines be
cleansed, the committee and commission opposed
the idea, and held hearings instead. Finally, when
Willard Wirtz, then secrerary of Labor, ordered a
reduction in radiation levels in uranium mines, he
was harshly attacked by Congressman Hollifield,
chairman of the joint committee, on the grounds that
Wirtz was a "layman, " who based his decision on
"emotional" beliefs not "scientific" facts.

When uranium is extracted from its ores, millions
of tons of uranium tailings are left over.
Everyone in the industry knows that the radium pre-
sent in uranium ores is left behind in the tailings,
and yet for the sake of administrative convenience,
the AEC decided it had no responsibility for the
tailings. Hence, they were bought cheap by build-
ers for land fill. Several thousand houses were built
on the fill in Grand Junction, Colorado, and these
houses became death traps. Gofman-Tampli- n write,
"Radon gas escapes from such tailings into the homes
built above them, and then the inhabitants breathe
the radon gas plus its deadly radon -- daughters. And
the women and children don't spend just eight hours
per day in their homes that the uranium miners do
in the mines. They may spend 16-2- 4 hours per
day by breathing the lung cancer-produci- ng radon-daughte- rs.

Indeed, it is entirely possible that for
a uranium miner and his family living in one of
these homes constructed upon uranium mine tailings,
the miner may be the safest member of the family.
His family may get more radon-daught- er exposure
in the home than he does in the mine. "

The AEC's response to this unfortunate situation
was to conduct a long, leisurely study. Some homes
have such a high level of radiation that they have
been condemned for future human habitation. "Why
is the identification of which homes represent a
mortal hazard proceeding so slowly?" Gofman-Tampli- n

ask. "In part, because of a human frailty. Many
people have their life savings invested in homes
built upon uranium mine tailings. If they admit to
owning such a home, the possibility exists, they
feel, that the property value will plummet, and
their life savings will be gone. So they hope to
keep silent about the fill underneath theix homes,
hoping to sell before it is discovered that they have
a radon-daught- er hazard. "


