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Court hears suit against UMW
A $75 million conspiracy

damage trial continuing in
Washington has heard top
union officials explain their
roles in allegedly illegal
activities involving the
union's pension fund.

The UMW, along with the
National Bank of Washing-
ton which the union con-
trols and the trustees of the
UMW's Welfare Fund, has
been charged by more than
70 members of coal- - mining
families with conspiring to
milk the Welfare Fund at
tne expense of the retired
and disabled miners who
were supposed to benefit
from it.
The trial involves the depos-

it of millions of the welfare
fund's dollars in non-intere- st

bearing accounts at the

Maggard of Partridge,
Ky. , died at the home of his
son, France Maggard, on Feb-
ruary 11. He was 93 years
old.

Maggard was the son of Dave
and Sallie Robinson Maggard,
and was married to Martha
Lewis. The couple had 13
children, all of whom survive.
Mrs. Maggard died in 1944,
and he married Celia Fields,
also deceased.

Survivors included the child-
ren: Mrs. Abbie Marion of
Louisville; Mrs. Nancy Banks,
Diablock, Ky.; Robert Mag-
gard, Bolivia, N.C.;Harm
Maggard, Partridge; Mrs. Hat-ti- e

Densmore, Partridge; Mr?
Sarah Gladson, Hiram, Ky. ;

Mrs. Yeary, Indianapo-
lis Ind. ; France Maggard,

Lib

BULL CREEK LOOKS JUST AS WINTRY AS IT'S BEEN lately.

National Bank. The plain-
tiff miners claim that this
money could just as easily
have been invested in in--

Signal coming
The State Highway Depart-

ment announced that flashing
lights and bells will be install-
ed at the railroad crossing on
US119 and KY 15 at Ermine.

The announcement from
Highway Commissioner B.E.
King said the safety improve-
ment project is expected to be
completed in the summer of
1971.

The Ermine crossing of the
tracks of the Louisville and
Nashville railroad has been
the location of numerous
car-tra- in crashes and fatalities
in recent decades.

Partridge; Tensel Maggard, ot
Yancy, Ky. ; Charles Maggard,
Detroit, James Maggard of
Bolivia, N.C., Kerm it Mag-

gard, Indianapolis, Ind. , and
Mrs. Rena Caudill, olivia,
N.C.
Survivors also included one

brother, Charles Maggard of
Par, ridge.

The list of survivors also
included 93 grandchildren;
284 great grandchildren, and
77 great-gre- at grandchildren.

Funeral services wert field
in the Maggard Church, at
Partridge. Burial was in the
Maggard Cemetery, at Part-
ridge. Ministers were James
D. Fields, J.D. Maggard, and
Dewey Eldridge.

The Ray Collins Funeral
Home was in charge of

ELIJAH MAGGARD DIES AT PARTRIDGE;

SURVIVORS 367 DESCENDANTS
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come producing accounts.
Instead, it is charged, the
money was used to benefit
the union and the bank im-

properly.
The Fund kept as much as

$90 million in the non-inter-

earning checking acc--
(Continued on Page 15)

Lung set

for Neon,
Meetings of Letcher county

miners seeking black lung
relief will be held this
weekend in Neon and in
Millstone.
A meeting was held last

Saturday in the Neon school
gymnasium, attracting
nearly 100 miners. Acc-
ording to Henry Sword,
from McRoberts, one of
the organizers of the drive,
"Most of the miners present

have been getting turned
down" from black lung
benefits provided for under
the 1969 Coal Mine Health
and Safety Act. Another
meeting will be held in
the Neon gym this Saturday
at 1 p. m.

A meeting will also be
conducted in the Blackey
Community Center at the
same time, this Saturday
at 1 p. m.
Sword said necessary forms

will be available at both
places, and that assistance
and advice will be offered
to anyone needing it.
Representatives from the

United Mine Workers Dis-

trict 30 office in Pikeville
will reportedly be present
at both meetings, although
it is not known for certain
whether the union is officially
organiz'ng the black lung
drive.
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The U. S. Bureau of the Cen-
sus released the official 1970
count of Letcher County this
week, and reported the county's
population at 23, 165, down
23. 0 per cent from the 1960

Officials of the Island
Creek Coal Co. have de-

nied that they have any
immediate plans to open a
shaft mine in Jeremiah,
despite persistent rumors
in the county to the con-
trary.
Samuel Damron, explora-

tion engineer at the firm's
corporate headquarters in
Cleveland, O. , told The
Mountain Eagle that the re-

port "is news to me. " He ad-
ded that he knew of no land
which Island Creek owns in
Letcher County,, although he
noted that the company is
"always looking for coal re-

serves. "

Likewise, D.J. Patton, Jr.,
superintendent for the coal
firm's Wheelwright, Ky. ,

division, said that he had
"no information to that ef-
fect available to me. "

The rumor said that the com-
pany was trying to buy out
the mineral rights as well as
surface currently owned by
Kentucky River Coal Corp.
as well as some others. Is-

land Creek was allegedly
then going to put in a shaft
mine from 65 to 105 feet to
get at the Elkhorn seam
which runs through that sec-

tion.
However, area coal operators

agree that the plan sounds
most unlikely. One Letcher
county operator noted that
such an operation would be
inconsistent with Island
Creek's policies.

"Island Creek has generally
specialized in metallurgical
high-quali- ty coal, which the
coal down there just isn't, "

he said.
The Kentucky Department of

Mines and Minerals also con-
firmed that no perimit has
been issued to Island Creek
for any Letcher County plans.

Nonetheless, some lower end
of the county residents stand
by the report. "Of course
they're going to deny it,
one said. "They don't want
anyone to know about what
they're doing until they've
worked out all the settlements
they have to. "

However, no one was actu-
ally able to cue specific in-

stances of reprsentatives of
Island Creek being in the area
on business.
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Official Census shows
23 country drop

Firm
denies
rumor

figure of 30, 102.
The official population of the

state was 3, 2 18 , 706, up 5. 9
per cent from the 1960 popul-

ation count, which was
3, 038, 156.

The census showed 1, 998
children in Letcher County
under 5 years of age; 6, 771 in
ages 5 through 17; 11, 975
people 18 through 64; and
2, 241 who were 65 and older.

The population 14 years and over
over included 10,790 married
people, and 1,466 who were
widowed, 384 divorced, and
3, 911 never married.

Letcher County's 1970 census
was classified as 11 per cent
urban, and 89 per cent rural.

There were 6,819 households,
with 23, 138 persons, includ ng
879 one-pers- households.
In addition, 27 persons were
living in group quarters.

The 1970 census counted
7, 595 housing units in Letcher
County, 4, 735 of them occu-
pied by owners, 2 , 084 occup-
ied by tenants, and 776 vacant.
These included vacant units
for seasonal use. The propor-
tion of homes occupied by
owners in 1970 was 62.3 per
cent, compared with 59.6 per
cent in 1960.

Among year-roun- d dwellings
units were 7, 025 single family
houses, 370 housing units in
multi-un- it buildings, and 185
mobile homes or trailers. The
percentage of occupied units
with more than one person
per room was 16.2, compared
with 28.3 in 1960. Of all the
occupied housing units, 3,695
had piped water, toilet, and
bath, while 3, 124 lacked
some or all plumbing.

(Continued on Page 15)

STILL NO PAY,

NO PLAY,

AT LETCHER
The Letcher County School

Board , after considering
the question at its meeting
last Friday night, has deci-
ded that there is nothing
it can do about the require-
ment that school children
must now pay 250 in order
to use the Calvary College
gymnasium for non-scho- ol

hour recreational use.
Board chairman Ray Back

cited costs as well as the
issue of possible liability
on the part of the board
for activities not officially
part of school programs.
School ch'ldren in the low-

er end of the county had
been using the gym for
recreation on Saturday mor-
nings since the school year
began. Two weeks ago, how-
ever, they were told that
they would have to pay
tbe 25 admission fee to
cover such costs as heat,
lights and supervisory per-
sonnel. The athletic direc- -

(Continued on Page 15)


