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RICHMOND — Construction of 
the plant that will destroy 523 tons 
of chemical weapons in Madison 
County appeared to have dodged 
one budget bullet 
Tuesday, although 
it’s stil l  unclear 
whether it will es-
cape the “fiscal cliff” 
of automatic federal 
spending cuts.

First, the good 
news: Some $36.4 
million was “repro-
grammed,” or redi-
rected from other defense projects, 
for construction of the plant at Blue 
Grass Army Depot, according to 
documents obtained by the Herald-
Leader.

“It’s a much brighter day than 
it was yesterday,” Craig Williams, 

STILL, ‘FISCAL CLIFF’ MIGHT 
THREATEN PROGRESS

By Greg Kocher
gkocher1@herald-leader.com
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From a purely technical standpoint, that 
changes this weekend. With his last per-
formance with the New South at hand and 
his retirement from touring (but not from 
all artistic duties) set to begin, Crowe will 

receive an honorary doctorate degree from 
the University of Kentucky for his career’s 
work and music Friday. That will make the 
banjoist “Dr. Crowe.” 

But don’t call him that.

“I tell you, if you want to tick me off, 
call me Doctor,” said Crowe, 75. “That’s not 
where it is. That’s not what it is. If you’re 
involved with education or with UK, I can 
maybe see calling somebody that. With a 
real doctorate, I can see that. Not an honor-
ary doctorate. That’s the way I look at it.”

Such a response shouldn’t indicate for 
a second that the honor isn’t welcomed. 
Crowe is openly thrilled by it. Despite the 
recognitions that have come his way in an 
extraordinarily influential bluegrass career 
— the Grammy, induction into the Kentucky 
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Bluegrass legend J.D. Crowe will end his touring career with the New South on Saturday, a day after receiving an honorary doctorate from the University of Kentucky.
MARK CORNELISON | mcornelison@herald-leader.com

Bluegrass legend J.D. Crowe to receive honorary doctorate from UK

You don’t change the way you address or interact with someone 

you’ve known for years, even if the most prestigious of honors comes 

their way. At least, J.D. Crowe doesn’t think you should.

The legion of associates and musicians the Grammy-winning 

Central Kentucky banjo legend has inspired still addresses him 

simply, but very respectfully, as “Crowe.”

The fans who have followed his music over the past six decades 

— from his formative years with bluegrass great Jimmy Martin to his 

’60s gigs with the Kentucky Mountain Boys to the ground-breaking 

blend of traditional and progressive string sounds forged with the 

New South — rely on a less formal, though equally endearing, 

greeting. To them, he will always be “J.D.”

A NEW TITLE 
AT TOUR’S END
‘Don’t call me Doctor. Don’t even call me Mister. I’m still J.D.’

By Walter Tunis, Contributing Music Writer
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IF YOU GO
J.D. Crowe receives honorary degree
What: J.D. Crowe will receive an honorary 
doctorate as part of the University of Kentucky’s 
December commencement
When: 6 p.m. Dec. 14
Where: UK Memorial Coliseum, 201 Avenue of 
Champions
Learn more: Jdcrowe.net, Uky.edu/commencement
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WASHINGTON — In a test of 
divided government, the White 
House and congressional Republi-
cans bargained in secret and sparred 
in public Tuesday over a deal to pre-
vent year-end tax increases for the 
middle class and spending cuts to 
the military as well as other federal 
programs.

Officials disclosed that President 
Barack Obama and House Speaker 
John Boehner had exchanged at 
least partial proposals in the past 
two days.

Details were sparse and evidence 
of significant progress was scarcer 
still, although officials said the presi-
dent had offered to reduce his initial 
demand for $1.6 trillion in higher 
tax revenue over a decade to $1.4 
trillion. There was no indication that 
he was relenting on his insistence 

PROGRESS ELUSIVE AS TAX 
INCREASES APPROACH

By David Espo and Ben Feller
Associated Press
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Welcome Daniel R. Yanicko, Jr., MD
KentuckyOne Health is pleased to announce that Daniel R. Yanicko, Jr., MD, is now
with Saint Joseph Orthopedic Associates. Dr. Yanicko is a board-certified orthopedic

surgeon and fellow of The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and the

American College of Surgeons. Well experienced in general bone and joint problems,

his treatment interests include: traumatic fractures (broken bones), sports medicine,

arthritis and minimally invasive joint replacement surgery.
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