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The 2000 vice-presidential debate at Centre 
College was billed as the “Thrill in the ‘Ville,” 
but the upcoming Oct. 11 contest there might 
well be “The Smackdown in Town.”

National and state political junkies are lick-
ing their chops in anticipation of the Danville 
debate since  U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan has been 
added  to the Republican ticket. He’ll go up 
against Vice President Joe Biden.

“The vice presidential debate on Oct. 11 
at Centre College in Danville, Kentucky, will 
likely be the most important of the ticket-vs.-
ticket debates,” The Atlantic’s Washington 
editor-at-large Steve Clemons wrote in a Web 
piece.  “This is because the divide between 
Paul Ryan’s political agenda, as defined by 
his budget, and the smart investment strategy 
that Joe Biden and his former economic ad-
viser Jared Bernstein, have been pushing, will 
be starker than any of the issues that Obama 
and Romney will debate.”

Political science professors and commen-
tators around Kentucky  said the Biden-Ryan 

VP debate 
draws focus 

to Centre
OCT. 11 EVENT IN DANVILLE GAINS ADDED 

ATTENTION WITH GOP CANDIDATE
By Greg Kocher

gkocher1@herald-leader.com

Biden

Ryan

Moderator for 
the Centre 
debate: Martha 
Raddatz of 
ABC News will 
handle the Oct. 
11 event in Dan-
ville. Page A2

Driver assistant Marion Brooks cleaned the windows on her bus Monday at the Fayette County school bus garage in Lexington. 
She and driver Ken Clark also made a test run of their three-hour route ahead of the start of classes on Wednesday.
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Fayette County school buses will 
carry a new electronic feature this year 
designed to help district officials and 
parents keep closer track of elementary 
students going to and  from school.

 The electronic ID system will help 
provide quick answers in worrisome 
situations when, for whatever reason, 
a young child fails  to get off the school 
bus at his or her assigned stop, said 
Ketsy  Fields, an elementary school di-
rector with the Fayette district. 

“From our understanding, we’re the 
only school system in Kentucky that 
will be using it,” said Marcus Dobbs, 
associate transportation director for the 
Fayette school system.

The ID feature uses the Zonar sys-
tem that  Fayette County Schools began 
installing on all its buses last school 

year. The GPS-like  system tracks and 
provides information such as location of 
school buses at all times and the speeds 
at which they’re traveling.

This year, the school district is add-
ing a new twist to the Zonar system 
that also will keep track of young kids 
on school buses. When a child steps 

on the bus, the electronic system will 
operate through Zonar to record the 
child’s presence and identity and send 
that information to a data base within 
seconds. 

When a child steps off the bus, the 
system also will record when and where 
the youngster left the vehicle.

If there’s any question later as to 
where the child is, district officials can 
check the system database to determine 
whether the child got on the proper bus 
and when and where he or she got off. 

Parents, however, won’t be able to 
check the system themselves.

The system is designed for elemen-
tary students, not older children.

“It gives us a permanent record to 
help us,” Dobbs explained. “In the past, 
if a parent called looking for a child who 
hadn’t arrived home, the school could 

NO CHILD 
LEFT BEHIND

GPS-LIKE DEVICES WILL 

TRACK STUDENTS ON 

FAYETTE BUSES

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Zonar card readers aboard Fayette buses 
will record a wide range of data.

London Olympics

As Brazil’s presentation 
rolled out during Sunday 
night’s broadcast of the Olym-
pics’ closing ceremony, com-
mentators Bob Costas and Al 
Michaels noted that Rio de Ja-
neiro, host of the 2016 Games, 
is just one hour ahead of the 
United States’ Eastern time 
zone, which will solve some of 

NBC’s timing problems during 
the London Games.

Indeed, Winter Olympics 
aside, NBC has eight years 
before the 2020 Games to fig-
ure out how to deal with time 
zone differences in a world 
where global communication 
is now more free than it has 
ever been before. Who knows 
what communication will be 
like eight years from now when 
the Games are in either Tokyo, 
Istanbul or Madrid? (The deci-

NBC’s coverage a little dated in digital age
MORE COVERAGE

Want to be an Olympian? 
If you fell in love with 
archery, beach volleyball 
or badminton during the 
Games, Lexington has fa-
cilities to learn the sports. 
Life + Health, B1.
Photos: See galleries from 
the run of the London 
Olympics at Kentucky.
com.
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The cauldron burned during the 
Olympics Closing Ceremony. NBC 
interrupted its coverage of it.
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HELEN GURLEY BROWN 1922-2012

Groundbreaking feminist author
The longtime Cosmopolitan editor also wrote the 1962 
publishing phenomenon Sex and the Single Girl, sug-
gesting that the single woman had a sex life and was 
“the newest glamour girl of our times.” Page A2

See HYPERSONIC, A2

LOS ANGELES — Since 
test pilot Chuck Yeager broke 
the sound barrier in 1947, 
engineers and scientists have 
dreamed of ever-faster air-
craft. Now, they face one of 
their toughest challenges yet: 
sustaining hypersonic flight 
— going five times the speed 
of sound or more — for more 
than a few minutes.

In a nondescript hangar 
at Edwards Air Force Base in 
California’s Mojave Desert, a 
team of aerospace engineers 
has been putting the finishing 
touches on a lightning-quick 
experimental aircraft designed 
to fly above the Pacific Ocean 
at 3,600 mph. A passenger 
aircraft traveling at that speed 
could fly from Los Angeles to 
New York in 46 minutes.

On Tuesday, a key test is set 
for the unmanned experimen-
tal X-51A WaveRider. It will 

ENGINE DESIGNED FOR 5 
TIMES SPEED OF SOUND

U.S. launching new 
experimental 

hypersonic aircraft

By W.J. Hennigan
Los Angeles Times
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Luis Vascello, M.D.
Pain Management Specialist

Natural Treatment for Joint and Tendon Pain Relief
Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP) therapy is a promising solution to accelerate
the healing of tendon, ligament, or muscle injuries and osteoarthritis naturally.
PRP uses a patient’s own platelets and growth factors to improve the body’s
healing ability, leading to a more rapid decrease in pain and return to
activities and sports. Find out if this outpatient, non-surgical procedure
is right for you. Call 859.313.2212 for an appointment.
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