
KY TRIVIA
In 1884, Mary Garretson Miller of 
Louisville became the first woman to 
be issued a steamboat license.
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C M Y K C M Y K

Wrecks on Wilkinson injure 2
No one seriously harmed in accidents that tie up afternoon trafficSearch for 

FCPS chief 
gets under way

Franklin County Pub-
lic Schools posted the soon-
to-be vacant superinten-
dent’s position Wednesday 
on a statewide education job 
search website.

Superintendent Harrie 
Buecker announced Jan. 2 
that she plans to resign when 
her contract expires June 30.

Mike Oder, a consultant for 
the Kentucky School Boards 
Association who is assisting 
with the search, told school 
board members in January 
that a screening committee 
will narrow down the fi eld of 
candidates.

The school board will pick 
one and negotiate a contract. 
Chairwoman Michelle New 
told The State Journal she 
hopes the board can name a 
new leader for the district by 
spring.

AROUND
KENTUCKY

Former ag. 
commissioner 
Farmer asks for 
unemployment

(AP) — Former Agricul-
ture Commissioner Richie 
Farmer has asked for unem-
ployment benefi ts.

The Courier-Journal re-
ports that the state agricul-
ture department confi rmed 
it had records pertaining to 
Farmer’s unemployment ap-
plication but could not re-
lease them.

Holly VonLuehrte, the 
agency’s general counsel, 
says state law requires the re-
cords to remain confi dential.
The newspaper submitted 
a request under the state’s 
Open Records Act for his 
application. Farmer served 
as commissioner for eight 
years, making a yearly salary 
of more than $110,000 when 
his term ended. He left offi ce 
Jan. 1.

Elected public offi cials are 
not eligible for unemploy-
ment benefits under state 
unemployment compensa-
tion law. If the claim were 
approved, he could have re-
ceived $415 a week.

State officials say they 
couldn’t remember the last 
time an elected state offi cial 
asked for unemployment 
benefi ts.

LEXINGTON

Body found in 
trash can in 
Lexington

(AP) — Lexington police 
have found a decomposed 
body in a trash can in a wood-
ed area in an industrial park.

Fayette County Coro-
ner Gary Ginn said the body 
found Wednesday would be 
sent to the state medical ex-
aminer’s offi ce to determine 
the person’s identity and 
cause of death, the Lexing-
ton Herald-Leader reported. 
He said the body was in a 
“mummifi ed, decomposed” 
state and the person had 
been dead for “quite some 
time.”

Lexington police spokes-
woman Sherelle Roberts says 
police were investigating a 
missing person and learned 
information that led them to 
the scene. She said it was too 
early to say whether the body 
was that of the missing per-
son, who was reported miss-
ing in December.

BY RANDY PATRICK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

(AP) — Lawmakers have 
refused to involve them-
selves in a dispute between 
the family of a Lexington 
toddler with cerebral pal-
sy and the homeowners 
association that rejected 
a playhouse built for the 
child’s physical therapy.

A bill by Democratic 
Rep. Richard Henderson of 
Jeffersonville would have 
let 3-year-old Cooper Ve-
loudis keep the playhouse 
recommended by his phys-
ical therapist, but it didn’t 
get the nine votes needed 
to advance out of a House 
local government commit-
tee Wednesday.

Tiffiney Veloudis, the 
child’s mother, said her 
family unintentionally 
ran afoul of their home-
owners association’s rules 
by building the playhouse 
in the yard. But she said it 
has been good for her son’s 
therapy.

“When this playhouse 
came, it was the difference 
between night and day,” 
Veloudis told members of 
the committee during the 
hearing.

Dr. Deborah Slaton, a 
former special education 
teacher and resident of the 
Andover Forest neighbor-
hood where the Veloudis 
family lives, said it’s the 
equipment in the play-
house, not the building it-
self, that is therapeutic.

Slaton said there are 
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Cooper Veloudis and his mother, Tiffiney Veloudis, walking back to the family home after playing 
in the playhouse, in Lexington. Lawmakers have refused to involve themselves in a dispute be-
tween the family of a Lexington toddler with cerebral palsy and the homeowners association that 
rejected a backyard playhouse built for the child’s physical therapy. 

creative alternatives that 
would not violate the asso-
ciation’s covenants. She said 
disability laws already pro-
vide for “reasonable accom-

modation.”
“It’s premature to assume 

that what we need now is an-
other law,” Slaton said.

Henderson said the bill 

would bring “uniformity” to 
regulations for 1,700 home-
owners associations in Ken-
tucky with regard to simi-
lar cases involving children 

with disabilities.
The bill would have given 

parents of disabled children 
12 and under the right to 
build playhouses or other de-
tached structures for therapy 
on doctor’s orders, regard-
less of association rules. But 
those would have to conform 
to the “architectural aesthet-
ics” of the neighborhood, 
couldn’t be bigger than 100 
square feet and would have 
to be removed once a child 
reached age 13.

Rep. Ron Crimm, a Lou-
isville Republican, said he 
was among lawmakers who 
didn’t want the legislature 
involved in such issues.

“I don’t think we should 
be dealing with this type of 
thing,” he said, calling it a lo-
cal matter.

Rep. Jim Wayne, a Louis-
ville Democrat, said he al-
so didn’t consider the leg-
islature the proper venue, 
though he called the effort 
“noble.”

Six members voted for the 
bill, two against, and six ab-
stained.

After the measure failed, 
Democratic Rep. Steve Riggs 
of Louisville, the commit-
tee chairman, said he didn’t 
know whether the bill was 
dead, but it was on hold for 
the time being.

“It looked to me like the 
will of the committee is that 
it needs to go back to the lo-
cal level, to local govern-
ment, and they need to work 
on it,” he said.

Lawmakers reject therapeutic playhouse legislation
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Two accidents on 
Wilk inson Bouleva rd 
Wednesday afternoon 
sent two people to the hos-
pital and snarled traffi c as 
emergency crews worked 
to clear both scenes before 
rush hour.

The fi rst accident hap-
pened around 3 p.m. at 
Wilkinson and Schenkel 
Lane. 

Frankfort Police Maj. 
Fred Deaton said Cherry 
Thornton, 40, of Frankfort, 
was taken to Frankfort Re-
gional Medical Center for 
possible back and neck 
injury after her Mercury 
Sable was rear-ended by 
another vehicle, driven 
by Judy Graves, 60, also of 
Frankfort. 

Thornton and Graves’ 
passengers – a 16-year-old 
in Thornton’s car and two 
8-year-olds with Graves – 
were not injured.

The second accident 
happened nearly two 
hours later about a mile 
away on Wilkinson. 

Lt. Ken Hopkins said 
emergency crews used the 
Jaws of Life to cut a man 
from his wrecked Saturn 
L300 after it was hit by a 
Honda Prelude traveling 
south on Wilkinson.

Deaton said John Carris, 
64, of Frankfort, was leav-
ing the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet’s Divi-
sion of Equipment at 1239 
Wilkinson Blvd. around 
4:30 p.m. when he pulled 
into the path of the Honda, 
driven by Wesley Merry-
fi eld, 44, of Bagdad.

Carris was taken to 
Frankfort Regional Medi-
cal Center with non-life-
threatening injuries, Hop-
kins said.

Police said Merryfield 
and her two passengers 

were not injured. 
Northbound traffic on 

Wilkinson was diverted to 
Reilly Road for about an hour 
after the accident while po-
lice and emergency offi cials 
cut Carris out of his car.

Emergency workers load 
Cherry Thornton onto a 

stretcher at the corner of 
Versailles Road and Schenkel 
Lane Wednesday afternoon.
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Frankfort firefighters work to 
remove John Carris from his 
vehicle on Wilkinson Boulevard 
Wednesday afternoon.
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