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| SHOP & SHARE
• Donate items at local Krogers 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday.

Girl Scouts asking you to give
Saturday event collects items for domestic violence shelters
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Who has a better chance of 
defeating President Obama, 
Newt Gingrich or Mitt Romney?
Gingrich, 34%   Romney, 65%
Total votes: 155
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Gingrich ® Romney®

WEEKLY POLL
Newt or Mitt?

BY BRUCE SCHREINER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) – Pre-
scription drug abuse has become 
so rampant in parts of eastern 
Kentucky that some people yank 
out their own teeth to get fresh 
supplies of painkillers to feed 
their addiction, a prosecutor said 
Wednesday. Others are trading 
food stamps for pills or even buy-
ing urine to pass drug tests.

Floyd County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Brent Turn-
er said his area is awash in pre-
scription pills that are peddled 
illegally, and is warning that the 
consequences are broken fami-
lies, unemployment and rising 
crime as addicts turn to illic-
it means to scrape together the 
cash to purchase painkillers.

“We’re not treading water, 
folks, we are drowning in a sea of 
pills,” Turner said during a pre-
scription drug abuse summit 
Wednesday. “And if something is 
not done, the whole region is go-
ing to be destroyed.”

The daylong event was at-
tended by politicians, prosecu-
tors, law enforcement, educators 
and medical professionals who 
talked of ways to curb prescrip-
tion pill abuse. More people in 
Kentucky die by overdosing on 
drugs often found in the family 
medicine cabinet than from car 
crashes, according to state offi -
cials.

Gov. Steve Beshear prom-
ised to lead a push to shut down 
rogue medical professionals who 
are overprescribing painkillers. 
He told reporters that his ad-
ministration is helping draft leg-
islation aimed at tracking down 
so-called pill mills and “the pill 
pushers in white coats.”

“The vast majority of our doc-
tors are honorable folks doing 
a good job, but we’ve got some 
of those people in this state ... 
who are criminals and they’re 
abusing their privilege of be-
ing a medical professional,” he 
said. “And we’re going to go after 
them. We’re going to run them 
out of this state.”

The measure, which will be 

BY KAY HARROD
STATE JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Those friendly faces in front of 
Frankfort Kroger stores Saturday 
will be local Girl Scouts and vol-
unteers collecting supplies and 
donations as part of Shop and 
Share to benefit domestic vio-
lence shelters.

Local volunteers are just part 
of hundreds who will be out 
across the state in front of not 
only Kroger but also Food City 
stores in eastern Kentucky from 8 
a.m. until 5 p.m.

Frankfort Scout Troop 377, a 
newly formed troop at Westridge 
Elementary and led by Mary Beth 
Zeinert and Michelle Souther-
land, will assist in the collections 
at Kroger West in Frankfort.

“We are excited to volunteer in 

Pill mill 
shutdown 
promised
Governor says 
he’ll address 
rampant problem

See PILL MILLS, A8

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Lawrenceburg woman was indict-
ed by a Franklin County grand jury after 

a “bizarre” burglary, 
according to Com-
monwealth’s Attor-
ney Larry Cleveland.

Shila Miller, 37, 
loaned prescribed 
Lortab pills to a fe-
male acquaintance, 
Bobbie Harrod, who 
was low on her pre-
scription, Cleveland 
said.

Once Harrod re-
fi lled her prescription Miller expected 
to be repaid, he says. However, Miller 
“became impatient about receiving her 
pills.”

On Oct. 18, Miller used a screwdriver 
to enter Harrod’s Franklin County resi-
dence to search for the pills, he said.

After Harrod’s mother called the po-
lice, Miller “admitted to the deputy she 
broke into the home for the purpose 
of retrieving the pills she was owed by 
Harrod,” Cleveland said.

Miller is charged with second-degree 
burglary.

Also indicted Wednesday was 28-
year-old Christopher Toney who is al-
legedly involved with the “Memphis 
Crew,” a ring under investigation for 
selling controlled substances in Frank-
lin County.

Frankfort Police arrested Toney, of 
188 Landings Drive, after they searched 

h is house a nd 
charged him with 
three counts of fi rst-
degree traffi cking in 
controlled substanc-
es during a Jan. 10 
roundup. 

Twelve other al-
leged drug dealers 
were arrested that 
night in connec-
tion to the Memphis 

Crew.
While he was being processed at the 

jail, Toney was asked if he had any ille-
gal items on his person, Cleveland said.

To that he responded matter-of-fact-
ly that he had hidden cocaine in his rec-
tum,  Cleveland said.

Jail deputies found 11 grams of co-
caine concealed in a plastic baggie af-
ter searching Toney, he said.

He was charged with first-degree 
possession of a controlled substance. 
Toney pleaded not guilty to the traf-
fi cking charges Jan. 13 in connection to 
the Memphis Crew in Franklin Circuit 
Court. 

Kelvin Kirkland, 29, of 154 Landings 
Drive, was also in-
dicted for first-de-
gree possession of a 
controlled substance 
and possession of a 
fi rearm by a convict-
ed felon. 

Sheriff’s deputies 
arrived at his house 
Jan. 24 to serve an 
out sta nd i ng a r-
rest warrant when 

he gave them permission to search his 
house where they found cocaine and a 
handgun, Cleveland said.

‘Bizarre’ 
burglary 
between 
friends

INDICTMENTS

Shila Miller

Christopher Toney

Kelvin Kirkland

It allegedly started
with a Lortab loan
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Members of Church Women United, Linda Axon, Helen Happy and Bernice Combs, work together to make a 
Valentine’s Day blanket at Morning Pointe of Frankfort Wednesday afternoon.

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM      

Morning Pointe of Frankfort resident Hazel Bush and Church Women 
United Frankfort chapter member Beth Avent tie knots on a blanket.

Love, teamwork threaded 
into Valentine’s blankets

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

T
he residents of Morn-
ing Pointe assisted living 
center have teamed up 
with the Franklin County 

chapter of Church Women Unit-
ed to bring a bit of love to a local 
nursing home this Valentine’s 
Day.

For the past two weekends, 
a group of Morning Pointe se-
niors have made blankets for 
more than two dozen residents 
of Golden Living Center, and on 
Wednesday, several members of 
Church Women United joined 
them to help fi nish the project.

The original plan was for the 
residents to make half the blan-
kets, and the ladies from Church 
Women United would help fi nish 
the rest. 

But Deborah Bobbitt, Morn-
ing Pointe’s activity director, says 
the seniors enjoyed the project 
so much that they fi nished most 
of the blankets before Church 
Women United arrived. 

“They’d get (the fabric) after 
supper and have them done by 

the next morning,” Bobbit said, 
laughing.

“Then every morning they’d 
come out (saying), ‘Are there any 
more blankets to do?’”

The blankets were made by 
cutting about 5-inch-long strips 
around the edges of fl eece fabric, 
then forming knots at the end of 

the strip to create a sort of fringed 
edge. 

Using Bingo cards to measure, 
several seniors on Wednesday 
were working hard on their blan-
kets.

 “Well I thought we were go-

this cause that helps abused wom-
en and children,” Zeinert said.

“Our girls will learn about vol-
unteerism as well as perhaps bet-
ter understand abuse that forces 
women and children into shel-
ters.”

Kroger will provide badges for 
scouts who assist with the collec-
tions.

The Shop and Share initiative 
begun by fi rst lady Jane Beshear 
targets one of the heaviest shop-
ping days of the year, the day be-
fore Super Bowl Sunday.

It is her hope that shoppers 
across the state will add needed 

items or make donations to their 
shopping list.

The volunteers will provide 
lists needed at local shelters 
which includes personal care 
for women and babies, non-per-
ishable food and housekeeping 
items. Frankfort is served by the 
Center for Women and Families 
and the Bluegrass Domestic Vio-
lence program

“We hope to turn this tradi-
tional football celebration into a 
win for our abused women and 
children across Kentucky,” Bes-
hear said at a press conference 
in January when she announced 
this year’s date.

Her goal for 2012 is a half mil-
lion dollars which she says is at-
tainable with both groceries 
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