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TORNADO STRENGTH
The Enhanced
Fujita (EF) scale is
used to measure
the strength of a
tornado in wind
speed and relative
damage
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Map shows the counties in Southern Indiana and
Kentucky that suffered fatalities in Friday’s storms.
The National Weather Service has not confirmed how
many tornadoes struck the states.

In the aftermath of Friday’s devastat-
ing tornado outbreak in Kentucky and
Southern Indiana that killed at least 34
people, survivors mourned their losses,
expressed gratitude for their good for-
tune and vowed to rebuild their lives,
their homes and their communities.

As of Saturday night, 20 victims had
been identified in Kentucky, and 14 in In-
diana.

In Eastern Kentucky’s Morgan County,
where at least six people died, Steve Bur-
ton was one of the lucky ones. Although
the entire second story of his home was
torn away, he and his adult daughter sur-
vived as they knelt in a first-floor hallway,
clinging to each other.

“It felt like I was getting sandblasted
from the back,” Burton said. “It busted
out all the glass.”

Burton, who took temporary shelter at
the county high school in West Liberty,
said he didn’t know what he will do or
where he will stay. But Peter Brandt, a
Red Cross volunteer, expressed confi-
dence in the future.

“Basically everything that we were,
and our city was, is gone,” he said. But,
Brandt added, “We will back up, we’ll punt
and we’ll rebuild.”

Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels said he was
confident the stricken towns in his state
will recover.

“We have pretty resilient people in this
state,” he said.

Laurel County reported five deaths.
Gilbert Acciardo, spokesman for the
county sheriff’s office, said most of the
dead and injured lived in mobile homes
that were tossed airborne and down em-
bankments. Downed trees and power lines
hindered access to some of the area, he
said.

Kenton County had three deaths. Meni-
fee, Lawrence and Johnson counties each
reported two deaths.

In Southern Indiana, four deaths were
reported in both Jefferson and Washing-
ton counties; three people died in Scott
County; two died in Ripley County; and
one in Clark County.

Overall, about 300 people in Kentucky
were injured, said Beth Pope, an emer-
gency management spokeswoman.

National Weather Service officials
have not verified how many tornadoes
struck the two states Friday, but Pope said

there were unconfirmed reports of twist-
ers in 13 Kentucky counties.

Three weather service storm survey
teams were in Southern Indiana on Satur-
day; another was in Barren, Hart and Met-
calfe counties in Southern Kentucky, east
of I-65; and two others were in Eastern
Kentucky, one in the Laurel County area,
the other in Morgan and Menifee coun-
ties.

The teams were inspecting damage
and taking photographs to determine the
paths and strengths of the storms that
swept through the two states. Other coun-
ties were scheduled to be visited by sur-
vey teams today.

Meanwhile, more than 220 Kentucky
National Guard members were sent to
help in the stricken counties of Johnson,
Laurel, Magoffin, Menifee and Morgan.

In Kentucky overall, 27 counties were
reporting storm damage, National Guard
Spc. James Moore said.

Moore said 17,000 customers were
without power. Magoffin County had no
water service, and some damage was re-
ported at Appalachian Regional Health-
care Hospital in West Liberty, the Morgan
County seat, although the hospital was be-
lieved to be operational, Moore said.

In Lawrence County, Harold Slone, the
emergency management director, said a

tornado swept from one side of the county
to the other early Friday evening, passing
south of Louisa, destroying numerous
buildings, damaging others and injuring
at least six people in addition to the two
fatalities. Hail also damaged a large num-
ber of vehicles, including many on car
lots, Slone said.

He said the two people killed, and two
of the injured, were in a mobile home that
overturned in the Little Blaine area,
southwest of Louisa. A grandfather and
granddaughter were killed, Slone said. A
shelter was established at Lawrence
County High School, Slone said, but no one
spent Friday night there, with displaced
residents apparently opting to seek shel-
ter with friends or relatives.

Gov. Steve Beshear visited West Liber-
ty on Saturday morning and then went to
Frenchburg, in neighboring Menifee
County, around 11 a.m. and to Kenton
County in the afternoon, spokeswoman
Kerri Richardson said.

The governor also viewed damage in
Grant and Magoffin counties by air.

Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson visited Laurel
County, in Southern Kentucky, around 11
a.m., Richardson said.

In Indiana, Daniels toured stricken
areas Saturday morning. He issued a
statement saying improved warning sys-

tems and responder communications “are
no match for Mother Nature at her worst.”

As he toured Clark County on Saturday
morning, Daniels called scenes from Hen-
ryville “heartbreaking.”

“We’re not unfamiliar with Mother Na-
ture’s wrath here in Indiana, but this is
about as serious as I’ve seen in the years
I’ve been in this job,” he said.

In Henryville, where devastation was
widespread, St. Francis Catholic Church
was serving as an unofficial shelter and
food center on Saturday.

The church, in downtown Henryville,
was largely spared tornado damage de-
spite wreckage that surrounded it, includ-
ing the high school.

The Rev. Steve Schaftlein said the par-
ish was holding its Friday afternoon fish
fry when the tornado hit. It promptly
opened its doors for people to shelter in
the basement, and it hasn’t closed since.

“We intend on staying open as long as
necessary,” he said.

On Saturday, volunteers were grilling
hot dogs and hamburgers for anyone who
needed a meal at a food station in the
church parking lot. The church had no
power but was running off several gener-
ators.

Schaftlein said some people stayed
overnight in the basement community
room and were welcome back. Local mer-
chants donated food, blankets, water and
other supplies.

And Mass will be held on schedule to-
day, he said.

“We’ve got good folks and good volun-
teers here,” he said. “I’m really impressed
with the way people have turned out.”

Clark County Sheriff Danny Rodden
said at a Saturday morning briefing that a
curfew was being imposed from 6 p.m. to
6 a.m. in the Henryville and Marysville
areas.

He said no additional volunteers were
needed in the Clark County cleanup. The
best way people can help is to stay out of
the area, he said.

Proof of residency will be required for
people entering the storm-damaged areas
of the county.

Anyone still searching for someone in
the stricken areas may call the Indiana
State Police at (812) 246-5424 from out of
state or (800) 872-6743 in state.

Reporter Marcus Green can be reached at
(502) 582-4675. Reporter R.G. Dunlop can be
reached at (502) 582-4227.
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Death toll climbs to at least 34
Shattered communities pull together, begin cleanup effort after powerful tornadoes
By Marcus Green and R.G. Dunlop
The Courier-Journal

Eric Whitlow carries a tote full of salvaged clothes from the home of Jeremy Fraim and
Rachel King in Marysville, Ind., on Saturday. DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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