
THE COURIER-JOURNAL | SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2012 | B5METRO | courier-journal.comKY

where its chairwoman,
Sen. Patty Murray of Wash-
ington, said the Maine con-
test was “a great opportu-
nity.” And Murray said she
was “very excited” about
Kerrey, too.

Nothing is for certain,
of course. Campaigns are
funny things, with twists
and turns and outright
bombshells — like “Snowe-
pocalypse,” as one wag
called it — that change out-
comes.

But, as of today, McCon-
nell’s chances of changing
to the Capitol offices of ma-
jority leader look less
promising, depending as
they do on the precincts of
Damariscotta, Lisbon
Falls, Meddybemps, Moose
River and Wiscasset.

Vote ratings
McConnell may be the

leader of the Senate Repub-
licans, but he is only the
11th most conservative
member of the Senate.

That’s according to the
2011 vote ratings of Con-
gress by National Journal.

The ratings are based on
97 Senate votes and 105
House votes during last
year.

McConnell received a
composite conservative
score of 85.7, which means
his voting record last year
was more conservative
than 85.7 percent of his
Senate colleagues. (The
most conservative was
Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla.)

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky.,
who espouses libertarian
views on many issues, rat-
ed a conservative score of
74.3, ranking him 32nd
most conservative in the
Senate. On social issues,
Paul was more conserva-
tive than 88 percent of the
Senate.

Sen. Richard Lugar, R-
Ind., received a conserva-
tive score of 67.5, which
ranked him 37th most con-
servative. The senior Re-
publican on the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee,
Lugar was more conserva-
tive than 74 percent of the
Senate on foreign issues.

Sen. Dan Coats, R-Ind.,
ranked 25th most conser-
vative in the Senate, with a
rating of 77.0. He was rated

more conservative on so-
cial issues than 83 percent
of his colleagues.

In the House, Rep. John
Yarmuth, D-3rd District,
ranked as the 88th most lib-
eral member, with a com-
posite liberal score of 80.5.
The Louisville congress-
man was rated more liberal
than 85 percent of the
House on economic issues
and 82 percent of the
House on foreign issues.

Kentucky’s other House
Democrat, Rep. Ben Chan-
dler of the 6th District, had
a voting record that re-
flected the more centrist
area around Lexington that
he represents. He ranked
as the 181st most liberal
(with a composite score of
57.8) and 249th most con-
servative (with a score of
42.2). He ranked more lib-
eral than 59 percent of the
House on social issues, and
more conservative than 43
percent of the House on
foreign issues.

National Journal placed
Chandler, Rep. Ed Whit-
field, R-1st District, and
Rep. Geoff Davis, R-4th
District, among House
members in the ideological
middle of the chamber.

Whitfield ranked as the
198th most conservative
House member, with a con-
servative score of 56.2.
While he was more conser-
vative than 65 percent of
the House on social issues,
he also was more liberal
than 50 percent of the
House on foreign issues.

Davis ranked 170th
most conservative, with a
score of 64.2. He was rated
more conservative than 79
percent of the House on
economic issues, and more
liberal than 50 percent of
the House on foreign is-
sues.

Rep. Brett Guthrie,
R-2nd District, came in
132nd among conserva-
tives, with a composite con-
servative score of 72.0. He
ranked more conservative
than 74 percent of the
House on social issues and
more conservative than 71
percent of the House on
economic issues.

Rep. Hal Rogers, R-5th
District, chairman of the
House Appropriations
Committee, ranked 93rd
most conservative in the

House, with a score of 77.7.
He was rated as more con-
servative than 73 percent
of the House on economic
issues, 74 percent of the
House on social issues, and
75 percent of the House on
foreign issues.

Rep. Todd Young, R-9th
District, Indiana, ranked as
the House’s 76th most con-
servative member, with a
composite score of 79.8. On
economic issues, he ranked
more conservative than 83
percent of the House.

Based on National Jour-
nal’s average composite
liberal score for each state
delegation in Congress,
Kentucky is rated among
the centrist delegations,
with a score of 44.7, while
Indiana is rated among the
most conservative delega-
tions, with a score of 35.2.

Overall, the Journal’s
John Aloysius Farrell
writes, “polarization re-
mains endemic” on Capitol
Hill.

“Lawmakers march in
lock step with their party.
Heretics are purged,” Far-
rell says.

Cherry blossom time
Every year for some

time now, we have provid-
ed a countdown of sorts to
the blooming of the cherry
trees in the nation’s capital
for those planning a visit.

It’s been a ridiculously
warm nonwinter, and that
is having some effect on
the cherry trees. The Na-
tional Park Service last
week predicted that peak
bloom for the trees will be
March 24-31.

This is the 100th anni-
versary of Japan’s gift of
3,000 cherry trees to Wash-
ington.

The National Cherry
Blossom Festival this year
runs from March 20
through April 27.

On the Web
Remember, for break-

ing news follow us on Twit-
ter@JRCarrollCJ, on The
Courier-Journal’s Face-
book politics page at
www.facebook.com/cjpol-
itics, and on our politics
blog.

Reporter James R. Carroll
can be reached at (703) 854-
8945.
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“There’s a confidence fac-
tor, so that people see that
they’re going to get a high-
quality product.”

Sansbury was joined
Saturday by more than 350
fellow exhibitors. The
trade show, produced by
the Home Builders Associ-
ation of Louisville, focuses
on home improvement but
this year also has an em-
phasis on container gar-
dening, a growing trend for
urban and suburban gar-
deners.

“One constant is that
we’re always going to have
the latest and greatest in
trends for home improve-
ments and home products
and services, but there are

different products that are
hot one year and not the
other,” said spokeswoman
Tara Brinkmoeller.

Many attendees were
sightseeing Saturday
morning, but some were in
the middle of major pro-
jects. Tom and Cindy Ram-
ser, of Lake Forest, are
building a new house.

“We came out to get
ideas,” said Tom Ramser.
“We’re looking for some-
thing to give it a wow fac-
tor.”

Brenda Miller, of Floyds
Knobs, Ind., was consider-
ing her own kind of wow
factor, checking out a four-
wheel-drive Cub Cadet big
enough to haul a small fam-
ily.

“We always enjoy this,”

said Miller, who has been
attending for 20 years.
“We’re looking at the foun-
tains, flowers and four-
wheelers for driving our
grandkids around our
property.”

Most exhibitors are lo-
cal, and many are show vet-
erans. Martin Madden, of
Geothermal by Design, has
been coming since 2005.
“We’ve had customers
come back three or four
years in a row, saying,
‘We’re going to build, we’re
going to build,’ and then
they do. If we’re not here
when they’re ready, we
miss the sale.”

Reporter Jeffrey Lee Puckett
can be reached at (502) 582-
4160.
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Seeing
physics
firsthand
University of Louisville
student Sarah Pagan
demonstrates physics
principles for Natalie
Rudolph, 6, on
Saturday at U of L’s
annual Engineering
Expo. The open house
showcases the Speed
School of Engineering
through tours of its
research facilities,
activities and contests
for visitors. Go to
www.courier-journal.
com to see more
photos. ANGELA

SHOEMAKER/SPECIAL TO THE

COURIER-JOURNAL

Free Workshop
Featured Speaker:

Bruce A. Brightwell
Attorney at Law
Member of National Academy of

Elder Law Attorneys

Monday, March 5th
6:30 PM

Hampton Inn
1501 Broadway Street

(Across from Outback Steakhouse)

Clarksville, IN 47129

Tuesday, March 6th
10:00 AM or 6:30 PM

Country Inn & Suites Airport
2850 Crittenden Drive

(Just off I 65 by the Fairgrounds)
Louisville, KY 40209

PROTECT
YOUR ASSETS

Don’t Go Broke
In A Nursing Home!

Attend one of the two workshops:

PRESENTED BY KEIBLER & ASSOCIATES, INC.
ELDER ADVISERS

812-948-9288 • 812-246-8023
VISIT US AT WWW.ELDERADVISERS.COM

Even if you have a loved one in a nursing
home, or about to go in a nursing home, you
need to attend this workshop...there is help.

LEARN HOW TO:

• Qualify for benefits to pay for nursing home care

• Legally protect your assets for your family

• Qualify for VA benefits to pay for assisted living

• Avoid the time and cost of probate for your family
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See Osaka’s
upcoming deal at

2039 FRANKFORT AVE • 502.894.9501
426 WEST MARKET STREET • 502.588.8899
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