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Help Wacoal
KNOCKOUT
breast cancer at a
Fit for the Cure®

event.

Receive a complimentary
fitting in a Wacoal or
b. tempt’d bra from one
of our certified fit specialists.
For every woman who
participates*, Wacoal will
donate $2 to Susan G. Komen for the
Cure® for breast cancer research
and community outreach programs.

Wacoal will also donate an additional
$2 for every Wacoal bra, shapewear
piece or b. tempt’d bra purchased at
these events. Appointments available,
call for yours today.
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For 2012, Wacoal will make a minimum guaranteed donation of $250,000.
Fit For The Cure® is a registered trademark of Susan G. Komen for the Cure.
For breast health information, please visit www.komen.org or call
1-877 GO KOMEN. *No purchase necessary for the first donation to be made.

Receive a Capri
blue & white tote
bag as our gift to
you with your $80
purchase. While
supplies last.

Saturday, March 10
10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Mall St. Matthews
502-893-4400

Thursday, March 8
10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Green Tree Mall
812-285-0161
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KABUL, Afghanistan —
An investigation into the
burning of Muslim holy
books at a U.S. military
base has found it was a mis-
take involving at least five
Americans who may face a
disciplinary review, a
Western official said Satur-
day, but Afghan investiga-
tors claimed it was an in-
tentional desecration.

The conflicting ac-
counts highlight rising ten-
sions between the two na-
tions despite apologies
from President Barack
Obama and other U.S. offi-
cials after the Feb. 20 dis-
covery of charred Qurans
and other religious litera-
ture in a burn pit at Bagram
air base, north of Kabul.

Anger over the burn-
ings already has led the
deaths of more than 30 Af-
ghans during violent pro-
tests as well as six U.S. sol-
diers who were shot and
killed by rogue Afghan se-
curity forces.

A Western official said
preliminary findings from
a joint investigation by sen-
ior Afghan and U.S. mili-
tary officials that was or-
dered by Marine Gen. John
Allen has convinced them
that although mistakes
were made, there was no
intent to desecrate the Qur-
ans or other material.

The official, who has
knowledge of the investi-
gation but spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
of the sensitivity of the
case, said it could lead to a
disciplinary review of at
least five U.S. military per-
sonnel involved.

The official did not elab-
orate, and it was unclear
what such a review could
recommend.

The controversy began
when Qurans and other Is-
lamic texts were removed
from the library at the Par-
wan Detention Facility,
then taken to the burn pit at
the adjoining Bagram Air
Field.

The Western official
confirmed earlier reports
that extremist inscriptions
were found inside the
texts, including notations
apparently scribbled by
detainees exchanging mes-
sages. He said that after
the writings were discov-
ered, two Afghan-Ameri-
can interpreters were as-
signed to go through the li-
brary materials, and 1,652
items were removed and
placed in boxes.

A decision was made to
dispose of the material be-
cause of a lack of storage
space and the notes inside,
but a group of three sol-
diers on a garbage detail
removed the books before
that could be done proper-
ly, the official said.

He said the soldiers had
no idea what they were
throwing into the burn pit
and insisted none of the ma-
terial was destroyed be-
fore it was removed by Af-
ghan workers.

However, Maulvi Kha-
liq Dad, a top Afghan reli-
gious leader who was on a
different panel appointed
by President Hamid Karzai
to investigate the incident,
claimed the burning was
intentional.

Full details of the inci-
dent are expected to be in-
cluded in the joint Afghan-
U.S. probe that is being re-
viewed by a coalition legal
expert.

A date for its release has
not been set. A more formal
U.S. military investigation
is still weeks away from
completion.

Accounts of
Afghan Quran
burnings conflict
By Patrick Quinn
Associated Press

Syrian forces launched a fresh
assault on Homs on Saturday as the
Red Cross pressed forward with ef-
forts to deliver aid to thousands of
people stranded in a besieged neigh-
borhood despite warnings from reg-
ime troops of land mines and booby
traps.

Two days after they fought their
way into the rebel stronghold of Ba-
ba Amr, government forces shelled
several other neighborhoods of the
city, the country’s third largest with
about 1 million people. They includ-
ed districts where many of Baba
Amr’s residents had fled, activists
said.

The Syrian regime has said it was
fighting “armed gangs” in Baba
Amr, which has become a symbol of
the nearly year-old uprising against
President Bashar Assad’s authori-
tarian rule. The revolt has killed
more than 7,500 people, according to
the U.N.

The Local Coordination Commit-
tees activist network said mortars
slammed into the districts of Khal-
diyeh, Bab Sbaa and Khader.

Abu Hassan al-Homsi, a doctor at
a makeshift clinic in Khaldiyeh, said
he treated a dozen people who were
wounded, most lightly.

“This has become routine, the
mortars start falling early in the
morning,” he said.

Several homes were damaged
from the morning shelling.

Another Khaldiyeh resident who
spoke on condition of anonymity for
fear of reprisals said the district has
been without water and heating fuel
for a week amid freezing temper-
atures and snow.

“We are collecting rain and snow
water, and cutting trees to burn to
warm ourselves,” he said.

Conditions in Baba Amr are be-
lieved to be dire, with extended pow-
er outages, shortages of food and
water, and lack of proper medical
care.

Syrian government forces took
control of the neighborhood Thurs-
day after rebels fled the district un-
der constant bombardment that ac-

tivists said killed hundreds of peo-
ple since early February.

The Red Cross said the regime
blocked its entry to Baba Amr on
Friday, one day after the group re-
ceived government permission to
enter with a convoy of seven trucks
carrying15 tons of humanitarian aid
including food, medical supplies
and blankets.

“We are still in negotiations to en-
ter Baba Amr,” ICRC spokesman Hi-
cham Hassan said Saturday in Gene-
va.

The Syrians said they were not
letting the Red Cross into Baba Amr
because of safety concerns, includ-
ing land mines, Hassan said, adding
the organization had not been able to
verify the danger. The government
has not offered an official explana-
tion.

There was no word on what was
going on in Baba Amr on Saturday, a
day after activists accused regime
forces of execution-style killings
and a scorched-earth campaign of
burning homes, raising fears of re-
venge attacks in a country on the
verge of civil war.

Telephone and Internet lines
were still down and activists in near-
by areas said they had no informa-
tion from inside.

In the northern Idlib province,
cemetery workers were burying
people in parks because the grave-
yards were targets for regime
forces, residents said.

“They (the Syrian army) don’t let
us pass the check point to get to the
cemetery over there, they don’t let
us dig graves over there. So we have
to dig graves in the park,” Idlib cem-
etery worker Issam Abbas said.

On Saturday, children were still
playing in the park as fresh graves
were dug for three Free Syrian
Army fighters reportedly killed on
Friday night trying to plant anti-
tank mines to destroy government
vehicles.

Standing knee-deep in one of the
graves, worker Abdel Mohcen said
working in the city cemetery had be-
come too dangerous.

“Last time I was there I had four
bullets fired at me,” he said.

Later in the day, a large funeral
procession for the fighters made its
way to the park graveyard.

In Damascus, Red Crescent offi-
cials handed over to embassy offi-
cials the bodies of two foreign jour-
nalists who were killed in shelling
while trapped inside Baba Amr.

Syriabeginsnewassault
asRedCrossseeksaccess
By Zeina Karam
Associated Press

A man takes a picture of the portrait of one of three Free Syrian fighters who
were reportedly killed by the Syrian Army in Idlib, Syria, on Saturday. More
than 7,500 people have been killed in the nearly year-old uprising against
Bashar Assad’s regime, according to the United Nations. RODRIGO ABD/AP
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