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Obama was a stoner, 
explain that to the kids

In the June 3 issue, syndicated columnist 
Clarence Page writes about Barack Obama’s 
past prolific use of marijuana.

In essence, he infers it’s popular as polled 
by 42 percent of Americans, so really not 
so bad. However, there is no mention of 
Obama’s admitted use of cocaine, which I 
think most would agree is not so acceptable.

How could a syndicated columnist who 
reaches millions of people address Obama’s 
marijuana use and completely ignore his 
more egregious use of cocaine? 

Is this an effort to defuse use of illegal and 
dangerous drugs as a campaign issue?

Evidence of Obama’s cocaine use is stated 
in 60 Minutes’ Steve Croft’s interview with 
the Obamas in 2008. The question was, “Did 
you (as a community organizer) ever smoke 
pot or do a little blow?” For those who don’t 
know, “blow” is cocaine. Obama’s answer, 
“Yes, when I could afford it.”

Now we have, in Page’s words, a “stoner” 
for president. Add to that Obama admits to 
cocaine use and we have something worse 
than just a stoner. I have two questions: 

■ Is Obama still a user? 
■ What do parents tell their children who 

use marijuana and cocaine when the kids say, 
“Why not, Obama did it and look at him?”

Edwin Rehrman
Lexington 

The biggest myth of all
Reading GOP political strategist Frank 

Luntz’s column, “Busting biggest myths 
about conservative voters,” I believe that he 
missed the biggest myth of all. The myth that 
the Republican Party represents conservative 
principles.

Many elected Republicans are simply big-
government politicians waiting for their next 
spending opportunity, while posing as conser-
vatives yet pushing policies that mandate how 
we as individuals must live our lives.

In a sense, they have drifted away from 
time honored conservative principles and are 
motivated by political concerns in a need to 
defend the agenda of the Republican Party. 
Most often, this movement has been away 
from liberty, and it has not encouraged the 
kind of care, thoughtfulness and candor that 
represent conservatism. 

Anyone not on board with their agenda 
has been left behind, wondering how elected 
officials who are allegedly conservative not 
only fail to advance conservative reform, but 
actually implement legislation that is starkly 
contrary to conservatism, and in which “con-
servative” personalities can win conservative 
support without demonstrating that they can 
and would do better.

Vincent Smith
Lexington

Separating church and state
Rev. Jason Hutchinson has both us and 

federal tax law all wrong (“Ky. preacher has 
right to apply gospel to president,” June 11).

 We think pastors have every right to 
address public issues. But they can’t turn a 
houses of worship into a political action com-
mittee and remain tax exempt.

Joe Conn
Americans United for Separation of Church and State

Washington, D.C.

Big money, big lies = big win
Thank you so much for publishing the 

June 10 column by Thomas Mann and Nor-
man Ornstein explaining how obstructionist 
the Republicans in Congress have been. It put 
the responsibility for the gridlock in Congress 
exactly where it belongs.

When I read 1984 years ago, I did not be-

lieve anyone would believe that kind of thing. 
But we are seeing it happen before our very 
eyes. Republicans call black white and white 
black over and over thinking that if they say 
it often enough, people will believe it. The 
Swift Boat lies against John Kerry worked, 
and they did in Michael Dukakis with the 
Willie Horton ad. Romney will be a natural; 
he lies as easily as he breathes.

That’s how they plan to win. They will 
carpet bomb America with half truths and 
outright lies. With Citizens United on their 
side and many billionaires behind them, we 
might as well just ask them who they would 
like to be president. If the Republicans win 
this fall, we can say goodbye to American de-
mocracy. I don’t mean to exaggerate. We have 
already seen how Republicans in Congress 
have brought the government to a standstill 
and how Republican governors and state 
legislatures have passed a radically far right 
agenda. Such is only a small glimpse at what 
they will do if they own all three branches of 
government. Their only concern is for money 
and power so that they can continue to tell us 
that black is white and white is black.

Welcome to 1984.
Lawrence E. Durr 

Lexington

African Cemetery No. 2
In the article addressing the Lexington 

Housing Authority’s maintenance of property 
in the East End, it was appropriate to men-
tion the development of the Isaac Murphy 
Memorial Garden and the restoration of the 
Lyric Theater as examples of urban renewal. 
But the article omitted an example of renewal 
that illustrates how government and local 
cooperation can restore a degraded property. 
African Cemetery No. 2 on 7th Street  was 
an urban wasteland until its restoration in the 
1970s. Since the mid ’90s, African Cemetery 
No. 2, Inc., a nonprofit 501c(3) corporation, 
has used private, university, city and state 
funding, and the intellectual and sweat equity 
of countless volunteers to build on that res-
toration and make the cemetery a source of 

regional pride.
African Cemetery No. 2 is on the National 

Register of Historic Places, is an 8-acre green 
space for the East End community, and 
serves as a constant reminder of the contri-
bution of African Americans to Lexington’s 
development. Only blocks from William Wells 
Brown Elementary School, it is an open labo-
ratory for the study of Lexington’s past, and a 
place for quiet contemplation. The cemetery 
currently displays information about the his-
tory and role of African-American jockeys in 
the Thoroughbred industry. 

No discussion of urban renewal in the 
East End would be complete without a full 
appreciation of how this site was saved for 
posterity. Come and see for yourself. 

Mark Coyne
Chair, African Cemetery No. 2, Inc.

Lexington

San Antonio isn’t Lexington
The recent trip by a contingent of Lex-

ingtonians to San Antonio was highlighted 
in several Herald-Leader articles. They all 
contained the same basic message that what-
ever had been done in that city which could 
reasonably be claimed to have helped its 
growth would somehow be clearly applicable 
and obviously beneficial to Lexington.

While it is hard to imagine what use-
ful urban development comparisons can be 
made between Lexington and a sunbelt city 
five times its size that has a river running 
through it, that won’t stop the forces bound 
and determined to spend $300 million-plus 
on an improved home for University of 
Kentucky men’s basketball and a larger and 
probably even more underutilized convention 
center. We are told it just takes a civic-
business partnership working together to 
magically transform a quiet downtown into a 
bustling urban business hub.

Your coverage of the trip follows a familiar 
pattern. Ignore all the myriad differences 
between Lexington and other cities being 
cited to justify the Rupp entertainment dis-

trict. Ignore the fact that UK doesn’t support 
spending state dollars on the renovation and 
that the small and mid-size conference and 
convention business is dying. Most of all 
ignore the fact that Lexington is a far more 
charming and livable town than any of these 
other places.

An excuse to create work for developers is 
needed and there’s no reason that logic and 
common sense should get in the way.

Phillip Cassidy
Lexington 

Complexity of being Catholic
Thanks to Jacalyn Carfagno (June 17 

column, “Pursuit of power is not moral 
leadership”) for writing about the complexity 
of being Catholic as the church continues to 
embarrass itself.

Her views are exactly how I and my hus-
band have been feeling regarding the church 
for several years. At this juncture in my own 
life, I can only wonder what Jesus would do. 
Thank goodness he is still my moral compass 
and a light in a very dark world.

Eileen Stansbury
Lexington

Hierarchy’s wall of silence
Jacalyn Carfagno’s criticism of a Catholic 

Church hierarchy that has lost sight of its 
guiding principles is underscored by the 
woefully misnamed Fortnight for Freedom 
campaign of the U.S. Conference of Bishops.

The campaign’s inflammatory rhetoric is a 
protest of a government guideline that directs 
all employers to provide coverage of contra-
ceptive services as part of their health care 
insurance plans for employees.

Yes, this guideline does include church 
organizations when they act as employers. 
No, this is not an attack on religious freedom.  
Yet the literature of this campaign compares 
the “plight” of the church to the violent mar-
tyrdom of an early saint of the church in the 
most illogical of analogies.

Unless my memory is faulty, these same 
American bishops are the brotherhood that 
tolerated, condoned and denied a culture of 
pedophilia over many decades. When did this 
leadership body ever call as loudly for justice 
for the victims of these acts?

How can intelligent, well-educated leaders 
of a church expect credibility when they close 
ranks and maintain a wall of silence around 
truly reprehensible behavior of members of 
their clergy and, instead, focus their outrage 
on a mandate that ensures women employees 
their right to insurance that covers contracep-
tive services?

For the sake of full disclosure, I am a 
lifelong Catholic. Like Carfagno, I am strug-
gling to maintain a relationship with my faith 
tradition. This struggle becomes increasingly 
difficult as the church becomes less faith 
community and more political institution.

Judy Johnson 
Lexington

If coal goes, we all go
EPA hang tough? (June 10 editorial, 

“EPA should hang tough in coalfields.”) It’s 
more like a hanging from the EPA, and it 
sounds like this paper approves. A house 
divided cannot stand; if we go down, so will 
Lexington. This paper rails against coal and 
seemingly this end of the state.

For many years it’s said things like “the 
end of coal.” How good would it be to say 
“Ah! The Herald-Leader brings us a paper 
that builds us up and not tears us down.” 
In 1990 coal made 37 percent of the world’s 
electricity, today it’s 40 percent and by 2035 
it’s projected to be 42 percent. Don’t we 
deserve to work? This is all we have.

We don’t need to pray for a heat wave, 
we need to pray we have a change of com-
mand.

Ray E. Davis Jr.
Hager Hill
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By Scott Gould
The Bluegrass Regional 

Mental Health and Men-
tal Retardation Board was 
established in 1966 during a 
national initiative to deinsti-
tutionalize the mentally ill. 
The board is composed of 
unpaid volunteers who serve 
because they care personally 
and professionally about the 
most vulnerable of our fellow 
Kentuckians.

 Several facts you should 
know about Bluegrass:

Bluegrass operates Com-
prehensive Care Centers in 
17 counties of Central Ken-
tucky. Our highly professional 
staff serves nearly 30,000 
Kentuckians each year.

In 1995 Bluegrass was 

asked by the state to take 
over the management of 
Eastern State Hospital; we 
have managed it for 17 highly 
successful years. We suc-
cessfully advocated for and 
lobbied, along with other 
concerned citizens, to have a 
new hospital built to replace 
an outdated, depressing, 
inadequate facility.

Because of our exemplary 
record, in 2006 the state 
turned again to Bluegrass 
to rescue Oakwood, the 
residential facility in Somer-
set for persons with severe 
intellectual/developmental 
disabilities. Oakwood had 
lost its Medicaid funding 
and was costing the state 
millions each month out of 

the General Fund to operate. 
Bluegrass’ top management 
virtually moved to 
Somerset and in 
five short years, the 
remarkable staff 
there turned around 
Oakwood, had its 
Medicaid funding 
restored, and was 
cited as a “model for 
the nation.” We have 
successfully complied 
with the federal man-
date to reduce the 
census at Oakwood 
and to move eligible 
adults into supported 
community homes.

We manage a fiscally 
sound organization that an-
nually receives clean financial 
audits that meet all appropri-
ate standards of account-

ing. Over our 45 years, we 
have gradually accumulated 

just over 90 days of 
reserves for “rainy 
days.” Rainy days 
are occurring with 
increasing regularity 
as the managed care 
companies routinely 
deny care and delay 
reimbursing us for 
services rendered for 
as much as 75 to 80 
days.

In 2008 the board 
undertook a na-
tional search to find a 
president/CEO. After 
screening more than 

160 applications and conduct-
ing three finalists interviews, 
the board hired Shannon 
Ware. As CEO, she is highly 
qualified, knowledgeable and 

a proven leader. The board 
fully supports our president/
CEO. She is doing an excel-
lent job under the most try-
ing economic circumstances.

The board greatly values 
our staff in the community 
offices, Eastern State Hospi-
tal and Oakwood. They are 
remarkable people working in 
difficult situations.

 Our board began plan-
ning in February 2012 to find 
a way, even if it meant reduc-
ing our reserves, to reward 
our staff for their dedication 
and hard work. We did so on 
June 14.

The Bluegrass board, who 
are your friends, family, and 
neighbors, devote ourselves 
to providing these services 
because we care deeply about 
our patients/clients. We do 

not turn anyone away who 
needs care. We provide more 
than $4 million in charity 
care every year.

We are moving forward. 
We plan to continue operat-
ing the new Eastern State 
Hospital for many years to 
come. We understand the 
current political climate, 
which favors private for-
profit hospital management 
companies. 

Dollar-for-dollar, the 
Bluegrass board’s ability to 
efficiently and effectively 
manage your tax dollars and 
maintain the highest quality 
of patient care is without 
peer. We stand on our record, 
our achievements, our leader-
ship, our board, our staff and 
our national recognition. We 
are proud to be Bluegrass.

MENTAL HEALTH AGENCY IS WELL-MANAGED

High-quality care a good deal for taxpayers

READERS’ VIEWS

At issue: Herald-Leader articles by John Cheves, including: “Mental health agency prospers in hard times; Bluegrass spends liberally on executive pay, lobbying; 
critics urge more financial transparency,” “CEO is married to former CEO, who is still on payroll” and “Agency not inclined to say much about for-profit subsidiary”

Scott Gould,  
chairman of 
Bluegrass 

Mental Health 
-Mental Retar-
dation Board, 
submitted this 

for the board. 


