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BELLEFONTE, Pa. — 
The credibility of the accus-
ers who testified at the trial 
of Jerry Sandusky solidified 
the case against him, a juror 
said Saturday, a day after the 
retired Penn State coach once 
viewed as the successor to Joe 
Paterno was found guilty on 
45 counts of child sex abuse.

“It’s hard to judge charac-
ter on the stand because you 
don’t know these kids,” Josh-
ua Harper told NBC’s Today. 
“But most were very credible 
— I would say all.”

“It was very convincing,” 
he said.

After a swift trial and less 
than two days of deliberations, 
Sandusky was found guilty 
Friday. Mandatory minimums 
mean he is likely to die in 
prison.

Sandusky’s own impassivi-
ty as the verdict was read also 
was a confirmation that the 
jury’s decision was the right 
one, Harper said.

“I looked at him during the 
reading of the verdict and just 
the look on his face. No real 
emotion,” he said.

Sandusky appeared to be 
accepting his fate, Harper 
said, “because he knew it was 
true.”

The verdict is not the end 
of the scandal that took down 
Paterno and deeply shook the 
state’s most prominent univer-
sity. It will play out for years 
in courtrooms and through a 
set of investigations.

But the trial did present 
one piece of finality: San-
dusky was taken away in 
handcuffs to the county jail. 
Sentencing will be in about 
three months.

Sandusky is one of 272 in-
mates at the Centre County 
Correctional Facility and was 
kept under watch overnight. 
The jail is just seven miles 
from the Penn State campus.

The jail did not say wheth-

er anyone had come to see 
him Saturday. At his home, 
his wife and three of their 
adopted children remained in-
side after returning there Fri-
day night. The window blinds 
and curtains were drawn.

“One of the recurring 
themes in this case was, 
‘Who would believe a kid?’” 
 Attorney General Linda Kelly 
said. “The answer is, we in 
Bellefonte, Pa., would believe 
a kid.”

There were only three ac-
quittals among the charges 
related to 10 victims, eight 
of whom took the stand to 
describe fondling, forced oral 
sex and anal rape. Many of 
the accusers testified that they 
had told no one of the abuse 
that dated as far back as the 
mid-1990s — not parents, not 

girlfriends and not police.
The accuser known in court 

papers as Victim 6, whose 
mother alerted  authorities 
in 1998 after Sandusky took 
her son into a shower, broke 
down in tears upon hearing 
the verdicts in the courtroom. 
Afterward, a prosecutor em-
braced him and asked, “Did I 
ever lie to you?”

The man, now 25, testi-
fied that Sandusky called him-
self the “tickle monster” in a 
shower assault. He declined 
to comment to a reporter 
afterward. His mother said: 
“Nobody wins. We’ve all lost.”

One of the three counts for 
which Sandusky was acquit-
ted concerned Victim 6, an 
indecent assault charge. The 
man testified that Sandusky 
had given him a bear hug in 

the shower, but at one point 
he just “blacked out.”

The other acquittals were 
an indecent assault charge 
related to Victim 5, who said 
Sandusky fondled him in the 
shower, and an involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse 
charge regarding Victim 2, the 
boy whom graduate assistant 
Mike McQueary saw being at-
tacked in a campus shower.

That charge resulted in an 
acquittal because McQueary 
did not see penetration, Harp-
er said. But, Harper said, Mc-
Queary made it apparent that 
he saw something “that was 
wrong and extremely sexual.”

“We did not have the 
evidence that that very first 
charge happened,” Harper 
said. 

Jerry Sandusky was led to jail in Centre County, Pa., in 
 handcuffs after being found guilty Friday night of 45 charges. A 
juror said Sandusky appeared to be resigned to his fate.
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Juror: Sandusky’s accusers were 
‘very convincing,’ key to verdict

By Mark Scolforo  
and Genaro C. Armas

Associated Press

PENN STATE SCANDAL 
TO PLAY OUT FOR YEARS

BELLEFONTE, Pa. — Jerry 
Sandusky’s lawyers said Saturday 
that they had asked to resign from 
his child sex abuse case on the 
eve of the trial but that the judge 
turned them down.

Karl Rominger and Joe Amen-
dola said that as jury selection 
began, they made a sealed motion 
saying they had not been given 
enough time to adequately pre-
pare, but that Judge John Cleland 
ruled against them after discus-
sion in his chambers.

The lawyers had said a delay 
was needed because a key mem-
ber of the defense team had a 
scheduling conflict, and a lengthy 
grand jury investigation had inun-
dated them with documents and 
other materials.

Legal experts say the seven 
months between Sandusky’s arrest 
and trial on such serious charges 
is a fast pace by Pennsylvania 
standards.

Rominger also said Saturday 
that prosecutors told him on June 
14, during the trial’s first week, 
that they obtained a tape of the 
allegations made by adopted son 
Matt Sandusky that he also was 
a victim of abuse by Sandusky. 
Rominger declined to comment on 
the details of those allegations but 
said calling him to the stand might 
have prompted a mistrial.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sandusky’s lawyers say 
they weren’t prepared

LEALMAN, Fla. — It 
wasn’t that long ago that 
 Anthony  Giancola was consid-
ered one of Tampa’s top young 
educators, consistently receiv-
ing great reviews from supe-
riors and affection from stu-
dents, who called him “Mr. G.” 
He focused on special-needs 
children and helped expand 
a program that allowed teens 
to train dogs to help disabled 
people.

By Saturday he was in jail, 
being held without bond, ac-
cused of a crime spree that 
killed two and injured nine. 
Authorities say that in 2½ 
hours Friday, he stabbed 
four people at a group home, 
rammed his car into a group 
of people, tried to run over a 
boy on a bike and assaulted a 
couple who ran a motel.

“This is the worst of the 
worst here, because this ap-
pears to be a random crime,” 
Pinellas County Sheriff Bob 
Gualtieri said. “There’s no 
nexus — no connection be-
tween the suspect and the vic-
tims as we know it.”

Detectives have not given 
a motive, although the sheriff 
said Giancola told his mother 
after the rampage: “You’ll be 
very proud of me; I just killed 
10 drug dealers.”

It’s also something of a 
mystery why Giancola’s once-
successful life took a down-
ward spiral, including a crack 
cocaine arrest in February 
2007 that ended his career.

Authorities say Giancola 
went to a group home for the 
hearing impaired in Lealman, 
a small city 20 miles west of 
Tampa, and stabbed four peo-
ple. He then went to the Ken-
vins Motel in the nearby city of 
Pinellas Park and used a ham-
mer to attack the married cou-
ple who own the motel. About 
11:30 a.m., Giancola pulled up 
in front of a house in Pinel-
las Park and asked residents 
where he could find women. 
They told him to go away, and 
Giancola drove away angry. He 
returned and crashed his car 
into their porch, injuring three 
women and one man. The 
 vehicle also struck a 13-year-
old boy on a bike. 

Once-popular principal 
accused in Fla. rampage
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(Just off New Circle Road behind Panera Bread)
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