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Friday: Scattered storms. High: Lower 70s. 
Low: Lower 50s.

Saturday: Scattered storms. High: Lower 70s. 
Low: Lower 50s.

Sunday: Mostly sunny. High: Mid-70s. Low: 
Mid-50s.
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Schools
won’t serve
‘pink slime’
hamburger

One grocer sells ammonia treated filler, 
one doesn’t and a third not saying

By Meaghan Downs
News staff 

Consumers may be ask “where’s the 
beef?” more often after reports surfaced 
about the use of the meat filler dubbed 
“pink slime,” and its connections to 
ground beef served and purchased in res-
taurants, grocery stores and even school 
lunches. 

Following last week’s report by ABC 
News, reports stated that the USDA plans 
to purchase 7 million pounds of the meat 
filler known as “pink slime” from vendor 
Beef Products Inc. to mix with ground 
meat shipped through the national school 
lunch program. 

Lean finely textured beef or “pink 
slime” is made from ground connective 
tissue and beef scraps, usually used for 
dog food and cooking oil. 

It’s boiled down and separated from fat 
and tissue in a centrifuge, then sprayed 
with ammonium hydroxide gas to kill 
harmful pathogens like salmonella and 
E. coli. 

Both the Food and Drug Administra-
tion and the United States Department 
of Agriculture say the product is safe to 
consume. 

Holly VonLuehrte, general counsel 
with the Kentucky Department of Agri-
culture, said it was her understanding 
that Anderson County, and no other 
county in Kentucky, had received beef 

MURDER
SUSPECT

CHARGED
Apparent bullet hole visible in 

Branson’s head following arrest
By Ben Carlson

News staff

With what appeared to be a self-
inflicted bullet hole just above his left 
temple and wearing a hospital gown 
and handcuffs, the man indicted for 

shooting his wife to 
death was charged with 
murder last Thursday 
night.

Timothy Lee Bran-
son, 48, of 1600 Ballard 
Road was taken from 
his hospital bed at the 
University of Kentucky 
Medical Center to the 

Kentucky State Police barracks in 
Frankfort to be charged with murder 
and two counts of wanton endanger-
ment.

Branson allegedly shot his wife, 
Modena Branson, 50, during a March 
5 domestic dispute, according to police 
reports.

She was pronounced dead at the 
scene. He has also allegedly pointed a 
loaded gun at his wife’s daughter and 
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Timothy Branson wears handcuffs and a hospital gown while being placed in a police car 
last Thursday night in Frankfort. He was charged with murdering his wife, Modena Branson, 
last Monday afternoon.

Man charged with selling oxycodone to teen
From staff reports

A Lawrenceburg man indict-
ed for allegedly selling oxyco-
done to a 16-year-old girl will 
be arraigned next Tuesday in 
Anderson Circuit Court at 9 a.m.

John Wolverton, 29, of 4107 
Citation Lane was indicted last 

month on charges including 
first-degree unlawful transac-
tion with a minor; first-degree 
trafficking of opiates; traffick-
ing marijuana and possession of 
drug paraphernalia, according to 
documents on file in Anderson 
Circuit Court.

In his report, Lawrenceburg 
police officer Jeremy Cornish 
wrote that Wolverton admitted 
selling oxycodone to the teen.

He also reported that a search 
of his residence uncovered four 
bags of marijuana, weight scales 
and “pill snort straws.”

M. Branson

See MURDER, Page A2

Wolverton See SLIME, Page A2

Scenic location now
a ‘disgusting’ dump

By Ben Carlson
News staff

One of Anderson Coun-
ty’s most scenic wonders 
could soon be declared 
an illegal 
dump.

The grav-
el portion 
of Wildcat 
Road, which 
connects 
Stringtown 
to Tyrone, 
has been 
inundated over the past 
several weeks with old 
mattresses, furniture, TV 
sets and even a hot tub, 
not to mention a small 
mountain of household 
trash.

That has 1st District 
Magistrate David Ruggles 
fuming, and could lead 

the Anderson County Fis-
cal Court to consider clos-
ing it to through traffic.

Ruggles and his sons 
routinely use their 
personal vehicles and 
muscles to haul junk from 
the steep bank that drops 
off into Wildcat Creek and 
flows into the Kentucky 
River. But so much trash 
and junk has accumulated 
there over the past month, 
Ruggles said as much as 
he hates to see it, the road 
might have to be barri-
caded.

“It’s just disgusting,” 
Ruggles said. “I hate the 
idea of closing it, but 
after seeing what has 
been dumped out there, 
I’m going to ask that it be 
placed on the agenda to 
discuss it,” Ruggles said.

Closing the road would 
require at least one public 
hearing, which has yet to 
be scheduled.

Ruggles, who chairs 
the county’s solid waste 
committee and is widely 
credited with its improved 
recycling program, said he 
was alerted to the latest 
dumping by state wild-
life officials.  He said he 

has since contacted solid 
waste officials at the state 
level who told him the 
area might qualify as an 
illegal dump.

 “If it qualifies, we 
could get enough money 
to clean it up and make 
it pristine again,” he said. 
“But I’m sure if it were to 
reopen, it would just hap-
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A hot tub sits just off the edge of the gravel portion of Wildcat 
Road. Known for its scenic beauty, that section of road is also a 
popular dumping site. The fiscal court is expected to considering 
blocking traffic to end the illegal dumping.

Fiscal court may consider closing Wildcat Road

See DUMP, Page A2

Ruggles

Main Street man
to be  arraigned

on incest charges
From staff reports

A Lawrenceburg man is scheduled to be 
arraigned next Tuesday in Anderson Circuit 
Court on incest charges dating back to the 
mid 1990s, according to docu-
ments on file in Anderson Cir-
cuit Court.

Jeffrey Wolverton, 50, of 309 
Main St. is charged with four 
counts of incest from allegations 
in 1994 and 1995, according to 
court documents.

Wolverton was originally 
arraigned in Anderson District 
Court, but those charges were later sent to 
Anderson Circuit Court.

He was indicted by the Anderson County 
Grand Jury earlier this year, and is scheduled 
to appear in Circuit Court at 9 a.m. in front of 
Circuit Court Judge Charles Hickman.

Police say they have audio and video 
recordings of Wolverton admitting to the 
incest allegations that involved a victim 
under the age of 12, according to documents 
on file in Anderson Circuit Court.

Wolverton
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