
By Tara Kaprowy
Kentucky Health News

Kentuckians binge drink an average 
of about six times per month, more often 
than people living in any other state, a 
report by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention found.

Binge drinking is defined as consuming 
four or more drinks for women and five 
or more drinks for men on one occasion. 
Nationwide, 17 percent of adults binge 
drink, up from 15 percent in a 2009 sur-

vey. That’s one in six people, averaging 
four binges a month and eight drinks per 
binge.

Excessive and binge drinking “causes 
more than 80,000 deaths in the United 
States each year, making it the third 
leading preventable cause of death,” 
reports MSNBC. Binge drinkers are at an 
increased risk for liver disease, heart dis-
ease, of being in a car accident and engag-
ing in violent behavior. 

The report analyzed data from a 2010 
telephone survey of 458,000 adults who 
described their previous 30 days of drink-
ing.
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Friday: Mostly Cloudy. High: Lower 40s. Low: 
Mid-30s.

Saturday: Rain showers likely. High: Lower 
40s. Low: Upper 30s.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy. High: Mid-50s. Low: 
Mid-40s.
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Although the percentage of people reporting binge drinking was highest among young people, it 
was binge drinkers ages 65 and older who over-consumed the most often, an average of five to six 
episodes a month.

‘One-man
crime wave’
others, out

of prison

Police collar
star witness

in trial of
alleged

puppy killer
Angry judge throws

suspect in jail as cops
beat bushes for girlfriend

By Ben Carlson
General Manager

The trial of suspected puppy 
killer Paul “Doobie” Dearinger 
is officially on for 
today (Wednes-
day), but just 
barely.

Police in Nicho-
lasville were able 
to collar what 
figures to be the 
prosecution’s star 
witness in the 
case, Elizabeth 
“Beth” Dennis, just 
hours before a 
deadline imposed 
by a judge to 
postpone the case 
until March.

Judge Donna 
Dutton gave police until 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday to find Dennis, 
who claimed in a statement 
to have witnessed the puppy’s 
murder following an October 
2010 argument with Dearinger, 
her boyfriend at the time.

Police across the region spent 
several weeks looking for Den-
nis, both on a subpoena from 
County Attorney Bobbi Jo Lewis 
and an outstanding felony war-
rant for flagrant non-support.

On Friday, the Lawrence-
burg/Anderson County 

We’re No. 1! (in binge drinking)
Researches say 1-in-6 average

four episodes each month
Dennis

By Ben Carlson
General Manager

A convict once described by a 
prosecutor as a “one-man crime 
wave in Anderson County” was 
among the nearly 1,000 inmates 
released by the state Jan. 3 under 
House Bill 463.

The bill, which was passed 
to reduce prison costs state-
wide, also led to the release of a 
half dozen people convicted in 
Anderson County of forgery and 
drug possession charges, along 
with one man imprisoned fol-
lowing his third DUI conviction. 

Thomas Ray Combs, 31, of 
Willisburg was jailed in July of 
2002 for a host of crimes, includ-
ing second- and third-degree bur-
glary, second-degree possession of 
a forged instrument, first-degree 
fleeing from police; fraudulent 
use of credit cards and first-
degree wanton endangerment.

Combs was released after 
serving just over nine years of a 
14-year sentence.

Dearinger

HB 463 leads to release
of three-time DUI convict,
persistent felony offender

See PRISON, Page A2 See BINGE, Page A2

See TRIAL, Page A2
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Army Col. Kenneth J. Hearst is shown with his 
wife, Darla. Hurst retired late last year follow-
ing a 27-year career in the Army.

Local Green Beret retires after 27 years 

From staff reports
Army Col. Kenneth J. Hurst has 

retired after completing 27 years of 
active duty military service, according to 
a news release.

 Hurst was a Special Forces officer. His 
most recent assignment was as the chief 
of plans for US Special Operations Com-
mand at MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, 
Fla., from 2008-11. In 2009, from March 
through July, Hurst also served as the 
deputy commander for the US Special 

Operations Command, Europe, Stuttgart, 
Germany.

Hurst entered the Army in 1981 from 
Lawrenceburg. He served in the Army 
Reserve’s 100th Division, and in 1st Bat-
talion, 149th Infantry Regiment, of the 
Kentucky Army National Guard.

Upon graduation from the Univer-
sity of Kentucky in 1985, he was com-
missioned as a second lieutenant and 
became an armor officer. His first assign-
ments were in South Korea and Germa-
ny, where he commanded a scout platoon 
and a tank company.

Hurst advanced to rank of colonel
during successful Army career

Mustang memorial dedicated
to late middle school teacher

By Meaghan Downs
Staff writer 

Anderson County Middle School dedicated 
a Mustang memorial in honor of former 
teacher Lynda Richardson, an instructor who 
died at the beginning of this school year. 

Richardson had taken a medical leave of 
absence from the school, principal Gina Fultz 
said. 

“She was a big part of our building, larger 
than life. It was something that we wanted, 
something that resembles what she stood for,” 
Fultz said of the memorial. 

The memorial statue, which stands about 
6 feet all and weighs 1,500 pounds, depicts 
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Middle school staff pose in  front of the Mustang statue, dedicated to teacher Lynda Richard-
son, who died at the beginning of the school year. Pictured, from left, are front row: Judith 
Harvey, Amanda Ratliff, Chrystal Graham, Merideth Pittman, Julie Millburn, Robin Basham; 
second row: Jennifer Miller Susan Rudzik Courtney Wells, Joy Riley, Amanda Dobey, Melody 
Moeller, Rob Ginter; back row: principal Gina Fultz, Jason Dickerson, Graham Carlton, Kevin 
Ray, Beckey Johnson, Rachel Baker, Pam Akins, Karen Wells, Jennifer Johnson, Randy Sex-
ton, Melanie Frederick, Lisa Petrey-Kirk, Gwen Davis, Shannon Holland, Becky Poff, Mallory 
Draughn, Leslie Edmondson, Heather Hardin and Leslie Mitchell. See MUSTANG, Page A2

See RETIRES, Page A2

Farmer injured
when vehicle

smacks tractor
From staff reports

A tobacco farmer in western 
Anderson County was airlifted 
to an area hospital after the 
tractor he was driving was 
rear-ended by a vehicle Sunday 
night.

Christopher Conway received 
a head injury after being 
thrown from his tractor, but 
was home by Monday and 
expected to recover.

Conway was driving his 
tractor near the intersection 
of Highway 248 and Fairview 
Road when a vehicle struck 
it from behind. The tractor 
flipped and was struck by a sec-
ond vehicle.

No injuries were reported to 
the drivers of either vehicle.

The accident remains under 
investigation by the Anderson 
County Sheriff’s Office. 


