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Georgetown couple double their outdoor living space with redesigned deck — Life + Home, B1
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A man who fled Fayette Circuit Court just 
before a jury found him guilty of rape and sod-
omy Thursday is a decorated Army veteran 
who served five tours of duty 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, ac-
cording to court records.

As of Friday evening, au-
thorities continued searching 
for John C. Buckley IV, who 
was last seen by authorities 
about 3 p.m. Thursday. Buck-
ley, 29, was out of jail on bond 
during the trial, meaning he 
was not directly supervised 
by police, corrections officers 
or sheriff’s deputies.

As a condition of his re-
lease, Buckley had been ordered to wear an 
ankle monitor that tracked his location. How-
ever, he apparently cut it off and left it in the 
street, authorities said. 

Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Todd 
Bradbury said Thursday that U.S. marshals 
have joined police in the hunt for Buckley. 
Bradbury said Buckley has family in Colorado, 
“Army buddies” all over the United States 

Fugitive 
rapist is 
ex-Army 
Ranger

POLICE SAY DECORATED VET  
CONSIDERED DANGEROUS

By Josh Kegley
jkegley@herald-leader.com

Even after his death, Aaron Collins gives 
on.

The technician at Computers Plus Repair 
died July 7. He was 30.

His family wanted to honor his last re-
quest, which was to go to a restaurant for 
pizza and give the server a $500 tip. They 
raised the money and then went to Puccini’s 
Smiling Teeth in Lexington’s Chevy Chase 
Place on July 10 and surprised server Sarah 
Ward with $500.

Brother Seth Collins and his family made 

a video to show donors how their money to 
honor his brother’s last wish was spent and 
posted it on YouTube.com.

It quickly went viral.
Seth Collins started a Web site, 

 Aaroncollins.org, to raise money to “pay for-
ward” big tips to other deserving servers. At 
last count, $20,000 had been donated.

“I had absolutely no idea this would 

$500 tip to server becomes 
online hit, start of legacy

By Cheryl Truman
ctruman@herald-leader.com

John C. 
Buckley IV 

escaped 
while jury was 
 deliberating.

Aaron Collins, who died July 7, devoted a photo 
album on his Facebook page to his dog Lexi.
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The historic Fayette County Courthouse 
was shut down Friday and will remain closed 
indefinitely because of dangerous levels of de-
teriorating lead-based paint in the building.

“We are taking the most responsible, con-
servative steps we can take, said Sally Hamil-
ton, commissioner of general services. “Safety 
must come first.”

The beautiful stone building in the center 
of downtown, next to the Fifth Third Pavil-
ion in Cheapside Park, houses the Lexington 
History Museum, the Lexington Public Safety 
Museum and the Kentucky Renaissance Phar-
macy Museum.

Lead-abatement contractors will be brought 
in as soon as possible to assess the cost of 

Lead paint forces 
closing of historic 

Fayette courthouse
By Beverly Fortune

bfortune@herald-leader.com

Glamour graced the stage. 
The high notes of Chain of 
Fools reached the ceiling.

It had the look of a pic-
ture-perfect talent show, but 
as Miss Bowling Green Jefra 
Bland struck the last chord of 
Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Scher-
zo in D minor on the piano, 
smiled and waved to her au-
dience, a sound booth techni-
cian’s voice faded in over the 
exit music: “Did everything 
sound OK?”

“Can I do it again?” Bland 
asked.

Later, there would be no 
do-overs.

In the dim lights backstage 
and the bustle of the dress-
ing room at the University of 
Kentucky Singletary Center 
for the Arts on Friday, contes-
tants in the 2012 Miss Ken-
tucky Scholarship Pageant 
got ready to rehearse for that 
evening’s talent preliminary, 

TAKING IT IN STAGES

Contestants stress, prepare in week  
of competition for Miss Kentucky crown

By Daniel Moore
dmoore@herald-leader.com

See a video 
online.

■ See a photo gallery.  
■ Buy photo reprints.

IF YOU GO
Miss Kentucky 
Scholarship 
Pageant
When: 7 p.m. 
July 14

Where: Single-
tary Center, 
405 Rose St., 
Lexington

Tickets: $50; 
call (859) 257-
4929 or go to 
Singletary 
center.com

Miss Kentucky 
Scholarship 
Pageant 
contestants 
rehearsed 
the  show’s 
 opening 
 routine 
Friday at the 
 Singletary 
Center for 
the Arts in 
 Lexington. 
Miss  Kentucky 
will be 
crowned 
 Saturday 
night.

PABLO ALCALÁ  
palcala@ 

herald-leader.com

Lee Gibbs, center, director of the Miss Goldenrod pageant, 
spoke with Miss Goldenrod Jessica Casebolt after her talent 
rehearsal Friday. They were allotted five minutes to talk.

See BIG TIP, A2

Lovable  
and loving

UK BASKETBALL

ONE LESS  
KENTUCKY HOME 

But no one’s weeping that the Cats won’t play  
in Freedom Hall next season — Mark Story, C1

Andy Griffith showed us the kind 
of people we wish we were 
Paul Prather, Life + Faith, B6

See FUGITIVE, A2

See PAGEANT, A2 See LEAD PAINT, A11
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World-class Cancer Center Close to Home
Saint Joseph Cancer Center brings a team of cancer physicians, professionals and technology to patients in
central and eastern Kentucky. Our capabilities include a full range of services for the prevention, diagnosis,
treatment and support of cancer patients including hematology, medical oncology and radiation oncology.

701 Bob-O-Link Drive, Lexington
3470 Blazer Parkway, Lexington
165 London Mountain View Drive, London
SaintJosephCancerCenter.com


