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Organic gardening
Fertilize with kitchen scraps

By Eileen Nagel

Garden Writer

While there are no predicted local
shortages of fertilizer, you can start
m iking good use of your kitchen scraps
for an orgaplc garden.

There are basically two kinds of
fertilizer: organic and inorganic. Both
supply essential nutrients, nitrogen
phosphorus and potassium -- - potash.
Organic fertilizers usually have addi-
tional trace elements.
Organic fertilizers come from natural

materials, such as animal manures,
green manures and compost, some-

times called synthetic manure. The
meals made from cottonseed, soy-

abeans, bones and dried blood also
nuke natural fertilizer.
Inorganic fertilizers are made chem-

ically by rearranging the molecules
of a given substance to form sub-
stances such as nitrogen phosphorus
and potassium.
Chemically, these fertilizers are the

duplicate of naturally formed nitrogen,
for example.

The best plan is to build a compost
pile. Use a three-side- d structure, con-

crete block or chicken wire about
four feet by six feet will do. Add ma-

terials in layers. Sprinkle with lime
and fertilizer. Topeachlayer
with two to four Inches of soil.

Keep compost moist. An Indentation
In the middle of the top will catch
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the rain. Depending on content, com-
post will be ready In six to 12 months.

Use any vegetable scraps from the
kitchen that don't have oil on them.
Grass clippings, soft wood or finely
chopped hedge trimmings, thatch from
the lawn, and even weeds can be added.

In addition to your compost pile,
locate sources of animal manure, such
as local stockyards, riding stables or
your neighbor's hen house. Dog manure
can be used only as an addition to
the compost heap.
Early this spring get your soil tested

to see what your needs actually are or
maybe you'll recognize some of these
symptoms:
- a lack of nitrogen will cause

the whole plant to be dwarfed. Stalks
will be few and slender. Older leaves
will turn yellow then brown but stay
attached.

-- - not enough phosphorus will also
dwarf a plant but it will be a dark
dull green. Leaf stems may turn pur-
ple. Also areas of the leaf between the
veins may be purplish with leaf mar-
gins turning yellow. Loss of lower
foliage is common.

-- - Potassium deficiencies stunt plants
slightly because of poor root develop-
ment. Lower foliage is affected.
Leaves are often mottled yellow and
green between the veins. Margins turn
yellow then brown. Then the leaves
.drop off.

When you plant your" garden,
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EARLY BLACK SEED SAMPSON lettuce sown in thii brick planter
will yield a crop before the hot weather. A row of radishes is planted
at the right.
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save a space for a few rows of legumes
such as peas, beans or clover.
Legumes take nitrogen from the air
and fix it In the soil. This Is done
by a type of bacteria located in the
root nodules.
These plants will serve as green

manures. Dug Into the ground, they
will produce nitrogen as they decay
and they'll add humus too.

Plan a green manure crop over win-

ter. Rye, oats or prennlal rye grass
may be used. This will be turned under
in the spring. These green manures
contain other nutrients besides nitro-
gen. The stress on nitrogen sources
is important because It has to be re
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Taxut Hemlocks Junipers Arbor Vita
Hollies Rhododendron - Azaleas
Boxwood Pyracanth - White Pines
English Laurel Euonymous- - Cotton
Easter Magnolias Pieris Japonica
Blue Spruce
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placed on a yearly basis in greater
quantities.
Become familiar with other sources of

nutrients. Dried blood contains 12 per-

cent nitrogen; one percent phosphorus;
and three-fourt- hs of a percent potash.
Cottonseed meal has a reading of ap-

proximately -2. Bonemeal Is

Save your ashes from fireplaces or
barbecue pit for potash and lime.
Eggshells supply calcium, phosphorus,
and a small amount of nitrogen. Fish
trimmings which are excellent, should
be buried just deep enough to keep
from smelling. Coffee grounds and
tea leaves add humus, only no nutrients.
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Forsythia Weigela Mock Orange
Spirea Lilac Hydrangea Viburnum
Bush (Pink & White)
Althee Red Twig Dogwood Deutzia
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This crabgrass preventer
also clobbers dandelions
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Prevents crabgrass from sprouting

Controls established dandelions,
clover and 16 other common lawn
weeds

Provides a long lasting feeding of
Scotts lawn food
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