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EDITORIALS

Caution: strip zoners at work!

Profiteering on Hurstbourne Lane
Very possibly it is too late to

save Hurstbourne Lane from the
ruination of the strip zoners.
But while there is one particle
of carbon left on this old type-

writer ribbon, it will be our
purpose to try.

For years the pressures have
been building for changes in the
rural character of land along
Hurstbourne Lane, between
Shelbyville Road on the north
and Taylorsville Road on the
south. It was natural for the
interchange area near 64 to
fall to the motels and gasoline
stations. And it was at least
expected for the corner at busy
Shelbyville Road to be given up
to another gas station and the
ordinary liquor store and carpet
outlet sort of development.

At the same time, the land
along the lane was unusual for
its rural, unspoiled nature. And
the huge Hurstbourne and Plain-vie- w

estates cried out for well-plann- ed,

primarily residential
development.

Nichols-Thurma- n, Inc. did an
impressive job with Plainview,
and has held fairly closely to
its original concept of a planned
residential, retail and office
community. It is more or less
self-contain- ed and intentionally
avoids the traditional reliance
on a commercial stripalong the
highway frontage.
And so, at first, did LeRoy

Highbaugh, whose joint venture
with the New York Life In

Gilbert Rudloff loved public service
Amotij the public officials it

has been our good fortune to
know over the years, Beechwood
Village Mayor Gilbert W.
Rudloff, who died last week,
was a good friend.

Public service was his hobby,
and he truly loved it. After
retirement he was able to give
it more time, and he blossom ?d

with that opportunity, giving the
work of a small city volunteer
official the full enthusiasm of a
much younger man. He was con-
stantly learning about the chal-
lenges of city administration
and constantly sharing his
learning with others.

A fierce defender of his own

Dr. Walker:
Dr. Newman T. Walker, Louis-

ville Superintendent of Schools,
is performing such a valuable
service to Jefferson County re-

sidents these days that County
Superintendent Richard Van-hoo- se

should put him on the
county payroll without even
waiting for merger.
Dr. Walker is serving as the

target of abuse for hundreds
of our more-rab- id anti-busin- g,

anti-merg- er neighbors. Without
him to curse and slander these
people might have no other
outlet for their frustrations and
would turn, instead, to
even more troublesome en-

deavors.
It is most helpful for Dr. Walk-

er to make himself available
as a community punching-ba- g.

He knows, his own city board
of education knows and the
county board of education knows
the charges of fiscal mis-
management being leveled
against him are 100 per cent
false, but he is good enough
not to argue about it. And he
knows that the real basis for
his critics' anger lies in their
dislike of the city, its problems
and many of its people. But he
does not yield to the temp-
tation to make that point, either.
He knows it's far better to let
the Save Our Community
Schools (SOCS) crowd get lath-
ered up over their own distor-
tions than to have them plotting
some new way to undermine the
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surance Co. called for another
major office complex, but one
set back from the highway and
integrated with a medium-size- d
shopping plaza.
But now Mr. Highbaugh, in what

appears to be an attempt to raise
quick cash by selling off com-

mercial land, is trying to change
his plan and rezone some prime
acreage from residential to
commercial.
Across Hurstbourne Lane

from that site, another land-

owner has long been trying to
rezone land now used for a real
estate office to allow a big
office building. Down the road,
on the south side of 64, more
opportunists want still more
commercial land for res-
taurants and other uses.

All along are individual pro-

perty owners who can almost be
heard to lick their lips at the
thought of adjacent property
being rezoned for business.
They know if it is, the value
of their own land will rise,
since they will have an ex-

cellent legal claim to have their
land rezoned as well.

Among these are builder Al-

len Blacketer, who owns re-

sidential property opposite
Hurstbourne Park Plaza and
who can hardly wait to develop
it as offices, and one BYV
Corporation, which owns land
south of -64 and wants to build
a restaurant.

The common argument of these
speculators is that because' of

city's interests, he occasionally
lost sight of the barriers which
such small cities sometimes
present to the solution of area-wi- de

problems. And he was a
forceful advocate of unity among
the small cities against the in-

creasing powers of state and
county government. In spite of
this advocacy, his m'nd was
never closed. Even in vigorous
debate he was always courteous,
gentlemanly and open to
new ideas.

As chairman of the Jefferson
County Municipal Government
Conference, Mr. Rudloff worked
unselfishly to upgrade the
quality of service offered by the

punching-ba- g

county schools and avoid com-
pliance with the court's orders.

The anti-Walk- er tirade also is
helpful to our state legislators,
who are home from Frankfort
and breathing more easily now.
They have been taken off the
Constitutional Convention grid-
dle and must enjoy watching
the SOCS wolfpack chasing dther
prey.
Making Dr. Walker the nik

in this scene even has
advantages for the county board.
If merger does occur, if Dr.
Walker is nude Mr. Vanlloose's
deputy superintendent and if
major problems later develop,
Dr. Walker will be available
as an all-purp- scapegoat.

Without Dr. Walker to attack
now, SOCS would have nowhere
to go but Washington, which Is
likely to be both expensive and
unproductive. Also, that would
leave the local stage easily
accessible for even more ir-
responsible leaders such as
Lowell W. Hughes of Lyndon.
Mr. Hughes advocates general

with the ex-

pected court orders, claiming
they are Hitler-inspir- ed and
that will work
because "they couldn't put
25,000 parents in Jail."
It is reassuring to know Mr.

Hughes attracted only 30 people
to his meeting in Lyndon last
week while SOCS got 250 to
spend the afternoon vilifying
Dr. Walker.

the existing commercial
development near their land,
they cannot sell it for anything
less than commercial use.

This self-fulfilli- ng prophecy
has worked so often in the past
that it must be respected, if
not believed. As long as most
people can be convinced an
area really will "go com-
mercial," the land will not sell
for any less profitable use. The
land speculator's stock in trade
is creating a climate of opinion
designed to make it easy for
people with the zoning power
to give them what they want.
And now it seems poised to

work again. The great question
is whether the members of
Fiscal Court have the courage
to stand against these very
powerful forces. As they make
up their minds, they should
focus clearly on the fact that
adequate commercial land al-

ready exists in the area for
many years to come. Every
new filling station and office
building they allow will make
it just that much harder for the
existing owners of already
existing filling stations and
office buildings to make a living.
Every so often, circumstances

of population, land use and
economic need combine to
justify a decision to simply hold
the line against more com-
mercial expansion. That time
has now come for Hurstbourne
Lane.

smaller cities to their people.
He was never adequately
thanked for that work, nor did
he quite succeed in making the
conference a major force in
local public affairs. But it was
he who gave it strength in recent
years.

He tried to build its stature.
He deeply felt the small cities
have an important place in our
structure that they give us
a sense of identity and worth
which metropolitan government
would surely suppress.

He helped make Beechwood
Village the tidy, useful com-
munity it is, and worked hard
to see that other cities have the
same chance to succeed.

for suburbia
On the more constructive side,

sincere thanks should go to Mrs.
Helen Cleavinger, president of
the Garland S. Cochrane Ele-

mentary School PTA and Mrs.
Julia Hubbuch, president-ele- ct

of the Goldsmith Lane Elemen-
tary School PTA. Both women
stood up to boos and catcalls
Tuesday to tell the county board
of education of their concern
over SOCS-inspir- ed fear tac-
tics.
They have set a fine example
as supporters of the public
schools, forces for constructive
change and advocates of Im-

proved human relations.
These women, who no doubt

will be promptly tarred with
the "pro-buyin- g" .brush for
what they iid, ought to be
joined by PTA officials every-
where. It is hign time to quench
the flames of distrust and fear,
and begin building toward com-mjni- ty

acceptance of the in-

evitable.
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LETTERS TO THE

Two writers comment on pollution

and its relation to water supply
Dear Editor:
May I commend you for your

editorial in the Voice-Jeffer-son- lan

of Thursday, March 14

on the Louisville Audubon
Society's opposition to a new
water intake system for the
Louisville Water Company, to
be constructed above Harrod's
Creek on the Ohio River.
Jefferson County's streams

including all the forks of Bear-gra- ss

Creek, Goose Creek,
Pond Creek and Harrod's Creek
are now so polluted that better
than secondary treatment plants
are necessary.

The Metropolitan Sewer Dis-

trict is to retain top priority
for the State for Federal sewer
funds. Jefferson County is lower
on the list. The MSD "hopes
to eventually" provide sewer
service for the entire county.
Let's not put the cart before

the horse and create more pol-
lution with sewage disposal by

Why should
Dear Editor:

It appears, except it can't be
seen yet, that the operators of
Gillian's Kitchen Boutique, 147
Thierman Lane, have not

A tribute to
Dear Editor:

The death of Beechwood Vill-
age Mayor Gil Rudloff is felt by
more than his family, friends,
and neighbors of Beechwood
Village. Gil's civic enthusiasm

Grass Roots
AMERICUS, GA., TIMES-RECORDE- R:

"One of (the) inno-

vations of the new Postal Ser-

vice, no longer under congres-
sional control, is the elimina-
tion of localities from postmarks.
Instead, the receiver finds only
'U. S. Postal Service' printed
on the outside of his letter.
The very obvious fact is this
system hides from the addressee
the point of mailing and the
exact time, the traditional means
by which he can trace postal
service. More progress like this
and the Postal Service will have
unintentionally furthered the
proposition to return postal ser-
vice to congressional control to
a considerable degree."

EDITOR

permitting the construction of
the new water plant before ade-

quate sewage treatment facil-
ities are available.
The overall good of society

must supersede the "right?"
of any utility ' or business to
proceed on an independent
course if we are to avert chaos
and retain a healthy wholesome
environment.

Ruth G. Browne
4007 Elfin Avenue
Druid Hills

Dear Editor:
Sincere thanks for the March

14 story and editorial about
the Louisville Audubon So-

ciety's objection to the Louis-
ville Water Company's new in-

take and water treatment plant
to extend water service into
unsewered areas of Jefferson
County. We figure that an ad-

ditional 60 million gallons of

Gillian's be the victim?
proposed the proper sign to
appeal to the esthetic "values"
of the St. Matthews sign com-

mittee.
The banned sign would be

G. W. Rudloff
was never limited by the bound-
aries of incorporated cities
throughout Jefferson County.

He served them well as Chair-
man of the Jefferson County
Government Conference. Gil
worked closely with County
government and other govern-
mental units and agencies in an
effort to achieve goals that
would benefit thousands of cit-
izens who reside infourth.fifth,
and sixth class cities.
Gil was an inspiration to hun-

dreds of other elected or
appointed officials of Jefferson
County's fourth, fifth and sixth
class cities. The zeal, commit-
ment, and countless hours of
volunteer effort expended by
Gil and these citizens makes
each of us proud to be a Jeffer-
son County resident.
The cause of small units of

government championed by Gil
Rudloff offers a challenge to
those who now serve in our
municipalities and their or- -'
ganized Jefferson County Gov-
ernment Conference.

Jim Smith, Director
Municipal Coordination
Jefferson County
Fiscal Court

water daily will be available to
pollute our creeks for many
years before MSD trunk lines
reach these areas.
More massive water pollution

will result from such lack, of
coordination between water ,

supply and satisfactory waste
water disposal.

I would like to add three words,
"and water pollution," to the
last sentence of my statement
quoted in the news article, con-
cerning a possible Water Com-
pany alternative plan of building
additional lines, if I may. It
should have read: "The incon-
venience of tearing up roads for
new lines would only emphasize
to the public that, through high-
er rates they are subsidizing
the Water Company and water
pollution."

Winifred Hepler
111 Sherrin Avenue
St. Matthews

attractive, discreet and ap-
parently not sufficiently garish,
offensive and obnoxious to add
to the discord of the ubiquitous
signs in St. Matthews. Gillian's
complete sign would be smaller
than one letter on the infamous
bread sign.
And why should the entrepre-

neurs of Gillian's be the victims
of a vendetta between the mayor
and the landlady? They nave paid
their St. Matthews taxes and
should be receiving the
amenities of the city.

A sign might benefit the mayor
as well. There may come a day
when he will need a fancy cookie
cutter in a hurry!

Dan C. Holthouse
3409 Winchester Road

About letters ...
We really want your letter.

To insure timely publication, we
have two bits of advice. First, ar-
range for them to arrive no later than
Monday morning of the week you
want it published. Do not trust the
mails to deliver your letter in one or
two days. They sometimes fail. We
have a mail slot In our office door
for 24-ho- delivery and urge you
to use it.

Second, we do not normally pub-
lish anonymous letters, form letters
or copies of letters written to other
media.

Letters must be signed with the
name and address of the writer.
Names of writers will be withheld
only in unusual circumstances after
consultation with the editor. Letters
are sulijoct to editing to avoid libel
or to fit our limited space.


