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EDITORIALS

County Board of Education

exemplifies the sin of pride
Except for the integration problem it

must be something of a bore to be a
member of the Jefferson County Board
of Education. If one accepts the
contents of Mrs. Roberta Tully's letter
to the Louisville Board of Education --

published here in full last week - one
must conclude the county schools
have attained perfection.

Mrs. Tully said as much in her
letter. The county has a super-

intendent who can solve all problems.
It has a new curriculum adaptable to
every sort of student. It has PTAs and
Human Relations Committees which
keep the schools in perfect tune with
the community. It has training
programs to keep teachers perfectly
sensitive to all known minority needs.

This sort of supreme
is more than disturbing; it is

frightening. If ever an institution could
exemplify the sin of pride, the five

members of the Jefferson County
Board of Education have done so
through Mrs. Tully's letter. In it, and

tale of two cities
The Jeffersontown City Council has

not yet received the new sign control
ordinance proposed by Councilman
Richard Mazzoli, but already it has
demonstrated a reassuring approach to
lawmaking.

The Council plan calls for a 30-da- y

period between the time the ordinance
is received and the time a vote is held.
During this period the general public,
including the sign industry and
business interests, will have time to
review and comment on it. If interest
warrants, a public hearing may be held
to evaluate it further.

Finally, it is expected the Council
will act on the ordinance in early July.

All of this keeps the process of
change above-boar- d and subject to
public scrutiny.

It is impossible to avoid comparing
the Jeffersontown approach to the
manner in which its fellow fourth-cla- ss

city of St. Matthews went at the same
exact problem.

One Tuesday night last year, the St.
Matthews City Council came out of its
secret meeting and
unanimously, as if programmed by
computer, voted through a new sign
control ordinance. There was no

Full facts and fair play
Thank goodness for Steve Click.

He's the Metropolitan Sewer District
(MSD) Commission member who won't
let the smell of the St. Matthews
Community Center sewer line caper
blow over. He sits there at the MSD
meetings and asks questions which
the staff and other commissioners
can't (or won't) answer, but which
darned well deserve answers, and
thereby threatens the serenity of some
of our sacred cows.

Like St. Matthews Mayor Bemie
Bowling. As a certified Good Ole Boy
among local pols, Bemie usually is
treated with special deference. City
and county officials have learned that
by being nice to him they get free
donuts every working day.

So when Bernie got caught hooking
the Community Center sewer into an
MSD tributary without paying for it, as
the rest of us slobs would have to do,
the MSD Commission reaction was
predictable: be kind, be understanding,
try to compromise.

The rules say St. Matthews should
pay to hook into an MSD system, but
surely the rules weren't made for
Bernie. How was poor Bemie, a Notre
Dame graduate in hydraulic engineer-
ing, to know he was hooking into
someone else's sewer? Anyone could
make such a mistake, even a mayor
who personally supervises every piping
project in his city.

But Steve Click won't buy that story.
Nor does he want to go along with
Good Ole Bernie's "compromise" plan
of .a special billing system. Bemie
wants to pay the sewage fee on only
that water used in ways which put it

into the sewer. But Mr. Click feels, as
we do, that if Bemie can get out of

paying the full ra'e because he uses
some water to irrigate flowers, then
every sewer user should have the same
privilege.

So here's to Mr. Click, who seems to

their public comments before breaking
off merger talks with the city last
week, the board said in effect:"we
have nothing to learn from urban
schools."

They did not say, as many of the
more rabid anti-merg- er spokesmen in

the county have, that the city system is
inept or incompetent. But the sarcasm
and haughty manner of board members
Fred Pfannenschmidt and Rev. Donald
Randolph said enough. They will
accept the city system in a merger
because they have no choice. But they
will treat the city as a definite inferior,
as an adolescent dog, to be trained to
heel.

This is tragic, not just because the
county is stimulating increasingly
bitter discussion, but because the
pride of the county board has made
them blind to the many values of the
city system and blind to some failings
in their own.

One example will illustrate. The city
system has made a truly excellent

A

warning the ordinance was under
study, no discussion at the meeting of
its provisions, no debate about its
merits, no attempt to seek public
reaction before passage and not even a
whiSDer of prior consultation with the
people most affected, the sign
industry.

The result was a badly-drafte- d

ordinance which made it illegal to put
a "house for sale" sign on one's own
lawn or erect a "lemonade five cents"
sign on a street corner without a for-

mal vote of the City Council. It

provoked objection from the sign
industry, laughter from others and
verbal backpedaling from coucilmen
who obviously had not studied the
ordinance before voting on it. Months
later, again without advance notice or
discussion, a new ordinance was
adopted which opens the sign permit
door to preferential treatment for
friends of councilmen.

Obviously St. Matthews could take a
lesson from the Jeffersontown
councilmen, who in four months in

office have learned more about winning
public confidence through open
government than many ruling bodies
ever learn.

want nothing more than full facts and
fair play, and who is not impressed
with anyone who tries to get away with

a cheap underground trick and then
demands preferential treatment to
boot.

Dear Editor:
The United States public is closely

divided on the issue of permitting a
woman to obtain an abortion during
the first three months of pregnancy.
Forty-seve- n percent are in favor and
forty-fo-ur percent are opposed.

The ironic fact is that those who
oppose and we who favor legalization
of abortion share a common goal - the
elimination of all abortions. The

difference is that while
believe this can be

accomplished by tough, punitive
statutes, we know that this type of law
has never worked and never will. We
who favor liberalization want to
substitute safe abortion for the
dangerous, clandestine type until
contraception is so widely practiced
and perfected that unwanted preg-

nancy and the need for abortion
disappear.

We believe that the decision to
remain pregnant is a very personal one,
to be made only by the woman
involved and with full freedom of
choice. We do respect life, but feel
that every child should be given the
invaluable birthright of being born
wanted.

More children under five years old
are killed by their parents each year

beginning at decentralizing its
policy-makin- g. The city's mini-boar-

do have real Influence In their
communities and they do help ordinary
parents feel as if their voice matter
even in the middle of a very big school
system.

The PTAs and Human Relations
Committees in the county schools are,
by contrast, weak and ineffective. They
do not have independence; they do not
assert themselves; In many instances
they are not representative; they show
little evidence of influence on school
policy, other than to applaud the
administration on cue. People in the
county school system have no effective
mechanism for influencing school
policy in their neighborhood.

For the county to suggest their PTAs
and Human Relations Committees
serve the same function as the city's
mini-boar- is to promote a fallacy.

If merger were to occur now, and if

the blindness and of
the county board were to dominate the
new system, it would be a sad day for
Jefferson County education.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Adam District Commander recalls tornado
Dear Editor:

The evening of April 3, 1974, is one
which will long be remembered by

those of us who lived andor worked In

the area of devastation left behind by
the worst disaster in the history of our
County.

I had just returned to my home, after
completing my tour of duty for the day
as the Commander of the Adam
District of the Jefferson County Police
Department, when the electronic media
began broadcasting the news that a
tornado had been sighted in Louisville
and advised all residents' to take
shelter immediately. Within a few

seconds I could see what appeared
only to be an extremely wide cloud
which extended to the ground. It did
not have the funnel of a tornado, but
as it passed to the north of my home, I

could see the debris swirling in the
cloud. Without the advance warning of

the media, few people would have
recognized this "cloud" for the ferocity
that it carried and no doubt, many lives
would have been lost.

From the debris in my yard which

included fibre-gla- ss insulation, I was
certain that at least some homes had
been badly damaged. Never realizing,
though, the extent of the damage, I got
into my police car and proceeded to
investigate the damage.

After shutting off a natural gas leak
at a damaged house near my home, I

learned from the police radio of more

than die of disease. As many as 60,000
children are abused each year by their
parents, and the estimates run as high
as 850,000 per year. Unwanted children
suffer psychologically, are often
brought up in broken homes, and
display antisocial and criminal
behavior at higher rates than the
wanted child.

All women must be granted legal,
economic, and social access to the
the right' and choice of abortion.
Abortion, up until the 12th week of

pregnancy, is a simple medical
procedure and should be legal,
inexpensive and safe.

Abortion andor the use of
contraceptives Is our choice and right.
We stand firm in our disdain of

antiquated laws which, if followed,
control our bodies and our unborn. No

one is compelled to have an abortion
and safe medical procedures should
not be denied those who seek
abortions. We are not n, but
for the right to let every woman make
her own choice.

Paula George
Reproductive Fieedom League
2324 Saratoga Drive
Louisville, 40205

Reader asks abortion reform

severe damage at U.S. Highway 42 and
Chenoweth Lane. Upon arriving there,
the sight was awesome. Having never
seen such devastation, one could
hardly believe what his eyes saw.

You felt totally helpless - what
could you do for these citizens who
had lost so much. Reports from area
after area indicated that the tornado
had left a long path of destruction in
our jurisdiction - from the City limits
to the County Line. Many of these
areas were totally sealed off by fallen
trees, utility poles and wires.

The immediate concern was for the
safety of those people who were In the
disaster area and who may have been
trapped in the wreckage of their
homes.

It was at this time that people - men
and women, young and old, volunteers
and professionals, - responded above
and beyond the call of duty. The
response from the community was just
as unbelieveable as the wreckage left
by the storm.

When I arrived, some 24-ho- ur police
patrol cars were already there from the
Baker District in Central Je:.'-so- n

County and the Charlie District in
Southwestern Jefferson County. I don't
know how they got there so quickly.
All available policemen of our
department, St. Matthews, and every
fifth and sixth class city in our area
responded without having been called.
Every volunteer fireman from Eastern
Jefferson County responded to this
tremendous devastation. Construction
companies brought in heavy equipment
to help clear the roads. Many, many
individuals came out with chain saws
to help clear the roads so that we
could get help to the injured. One
youth of about sixteen rushed up
carrying a double-bi- t axe and asked
"Where can I start?" The Kentucky
National Guard was quickly activated
by the authorities and began arriving to
help in record time. Doctors and
nurses flocked in to treat the Injured.

She suggests
fruit trees

Dear Editor:
If the tornado, which The

Voice-Jeffersoni- displayed so excel-

lently in its following newspaper,
returns us to our early American
customs, it will have accomplished
something, anyhow.

As I am in my eighties, I can clearly
remember the life of the family and
what they did.

For one thing, I think they would
have replaced their shade trees with
fruit trees. Nothing is so beautiful as
the blossoming of apple, peach, pear
and plum trees in the sprlng.They give
shade, beauty and usefulness.

Mrs. J. Hardeman
03 Seminary Village
Louisville

Hind teaf

The tornado struck at four forty-fiv- e

pm. By dark these persons were
responsible for gaining access to each
and every area of the storm In the
County, and had made a cursory
search of every house for survivors or
had talked with residents who had
assured us that their family was all
accounted for.

Road blocks were set up and
manned by police and National
Guardsmen to prevent looting. The
entire area was sealed and no one was
allowed to enter unless they could
prove that they lived there.

A temporary hospital was set up for
treatment of the Injured and the staff
worked long hours for many days to
care for those injured in the storm and
those who were injured during the
initial stages of the "clean-up- ."

For most of these people, the storm
struck before their dinner. But, before
anyone became too hungry, the
Volunteers of America had set up an
emergency kitchen and began feeding
all residents and workers.

Churches opened their doors for
disaster victims and workers to sleep
and to eat and to be used for treatment
of the injured.

And the catalyst which drove these
men and women to work to the limits
of their capacity was the victims
themselves, who, after such tragedy
had struck them, could reciprocate
with such warm and friendly attitudes
toward the workers. The gratitude of
these people was simply tremendous.
These people were continuously
bringing food and drink to the
personnel manning the road blocks.
And it does something to you to have
them run out into the street, stop your
car, shake hands with you and say,
"You are the greatest - thanks."
Signs such as "Chicken Little Was

Right" hanging from the rubble of the
homes, reflected the philosophical
manner in which the victims accepted
the tragedy - and, the most touching
thing was the number of American
flags which were flying from the rubble
which had once been the victims'
homes.

It makes one misty to reflect back
upon the hardships endured and the

About leiters. . .

We really want your letters. To
Insure timely publication, we
have two bits of advice. First, ar-

range for them to arrive no later
than Monday morning of the
week you want it published. Do
not trust the mails to deliver your
letter In one or two days. They
sometimes fail. We have a mail
slot In our office door for 24-ho-

delivery and urge you to use it.
Second, we do not normally

publish anonymous letters, form
letters or copies of letters written
to other media.

Letters must be signed with
the name and address of the
writer. Names of writers will be
withheld only In unusual cir-

cumstances after consultation
with the editor. Letters are sub-

ject to editing to avoid libel or to
fit our limited space.

magnificent response from all involved
who gave so much to help his fellow
man. To those great citizens, I want to
express my sincere appreciation to all
who helped in our time of need in the
Adam Police District In Eastern
Jefferson County.

Also, a special tribute Is in order to
Judge Hollenbach, the Fiscal Court,
and Chief McDaniel who have been so

and Innovative as to
develop such programs as the 24-ho-ur

patrol, helicopter unit and the Charlie
Medical Units which provided us with
ample and adequate equipment to
allow us to provide the necessary
services to cope with any emergency.
These programs have proven their
worth and the wisdom of those who
initiated them, during this one disaster,
- a special thank-yo- u to these men.

Captain Sam Tucker
Commander, Adam District
Jefferson County Police
9300 Whipps Mill Road

Views on
foreign issues
Dear Editor:

The Louisville Chapter of UNA

deplore the massacre of Israeli men,
women and children at Ktrryat

Shmonah. We agree with efforts by our
Secretary of State to effect a cessation
of fire between Israel, Syria and
Lebanon, then the Security Council
could establish a UN force on these'
borders. We are sending letters to this
effect to our Secretary of State, the UN
and the Syrian and Lebanese delegates
to the United Nations. We fiope other
Louisvillians and other organizations
will similarly voice their disapproval.

We suggest support of Senate Bill

2665 which would appropriate
sufficient funds for the International
Development Association.

We believe the sanctions against
Southern Rhodesia are proper and
therefore urge the repeal of the Byrd

amendment to HR 8005, now before
the House of Representatives.

Jerome A. Don son, President
United Nations Assn. of the USA

Louisville Chapter
707 S. Third St.
Louisville
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