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CONTACT BRIDGE BY STEVEN BECKER

Test Your Play
trumps and continue with the A-K
and another heart, ruffing in dummy.
Then you play the club five, taken by
South with the king. You naturally
hope South will return a diamond
away from the king, which would
hand you the slam, but he cleverly
leads a heart instead.

After discarding a diamond and
ruffing the heart with dummy's last
trump, you return the queen of dia-
monds, covered by the king and ace.
Miraculously, you are now on the
verge of making the contract if North
holds the jack of diamonds. You
hope he started with a hand such as:
+ 542 'I QI082 + J8 + 10987
If that's what he was dealt, he

will run into terrible trouble when
you next lead the jack of spades in
this position:

North
+J
+98

Odd incidents occasionally occur
in major tournaments. For example,
there was the time some years ago
when a young Polish pair, represent-
ing their country for the first time in
the annual world championship,
arrived at a dreadful grand-slam con-
tract. When the opening lead was
made and dummy appeared, it
became obvious to the declarer that
his partner had overbid his values by
at least two tricks. Declarer looked at
the dummy, then looked at his part-
ner and said, "That dummy is an
insult to Poland!"
If you were West on the hand

below, you might have similar feel-
ings if you reached Six Spades due to
partner's optimism. However, they
don't allow you to back up and
change the contract, so the question
is how to proceed after North leads
the ten of clubs (assume the missing
trumps are divided 3-1 or 2-2).

WEST EAST West
+KJI09 +AQ876 +J
'1AK3 '176 +10
+AI02 +QS +3
+A32 +J654 South
The only genuine chance for the + 9 7 6

slam is to find South with the dou- Whatever ~ol·th discards on the
bleton K-Q of clubs, as well as the spade jack, you make the slam. Of
king of diamonds. Accordingly, you course, you should also be sure to
play low from dummy, and South, congratulate your partner on the bril-
luckily for you, produces the queen. liant sequence of bids that allowed

You next cash three rounds of you to reach this dreadful contract!
Tomorrow: A tough combination to beat.

East
+5
+J 6
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DON'T COOK DINNj;R!
FOUND$20 Blu... ON
~I~AU<I HEADING
HOM&: 500N WITHA
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The Phantoms

WORD ALL FLY A

SLEUTH- RED, WHITE
AND BLUE FLAG

Y N J G C Z W P T Q N J G 0 A

XU R 0 L J G A A 0 A X V S p

N(U N T E 0 K N G 0 0 M)K

F C E L C A N T 0 A X VN 0

S Q 0 P N L A A S 0 M J A N

H E H C A A X V 0 L T B AWA

R C P N L R L A R M J M L

H F 0 B Y F L X C A A A S A E

V T R P 0 M K G E B S H T C

0 B Z X WU T R Q 0 U U N T

L J G F 0 Y A W R 0 N C C A

Thursday's unlisted clue: DUCK
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.
Friday's unlisted clue hint: HOME TO MOUNT EVEREST

Cambodia France Panama Thailand
Chile Iceland Russia U.S.A.
Croatia Laos Samoa United Kingdom
Cuba Norway Taiwan
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"Being buckled up makes me
feel loved."
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CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS 41 British
1 Photo lockups
finish 43 Exact

6 Casino copy
request 44 Up-

11 Clear (stuck)
sky 45 Posts

12 Fire 46 High
product homes

13 Clip
14 Future

flowers
15 Short

time
16 She loved

Hamlet
18 Dos

preceder
19 Milne

marsupial
20 None too

cordial
21 Hunger

reminder
23 Some

love
songs

25 Nourished r11-+--t-+-+--
27 Numerical

prefix
28 Skirmish
30 A long

time
33 German

article
34 Course

goal
36 Support-

er's vote
37 Planned
39 Kayo

count
40 Hog

holders

DOWN
1 Blunder
2 Goddess
of
wisdom

3 John
Grisham
book

4 Hot
brew

5 Blunder
6 Discuss
in detail

7 "Got it"
NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (checkan.o.] to
Thomas Joseph Book 1, P.O.Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
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WAS A PESSIMIST.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday, April 20, 2012:
This year you discover your inner reclusive side. Others might
express their worry or be taken aback. Respond openly to their
inquiries, as much as you can. Most likely, you will be enjoying
your downtime. If you are single, you could meet someone who is
emotionally unavailable. Be careful before you plunge into a new
relationship. If you are attached, the two of you will spend a lot of
time together and enjoy it. Make sure you get enough Rand R. A
fellow TAURUS can be pushvl
The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult
ARIES (March 21-ApriI19) *** You keep putting your best foot
forward, but someone continues to step on it. Be more in touch
with how much you offer and give. You will see the difference quite
quickly when you approach others with this newfound awareness.
Tonight: Buy a few items to spruce up your wardrobe.
TAURUS (ApriI20-May 20) **** Keep an even pace; take a
power nap if need be. A New Moon in your sign promises a new
beginning. You want to be the captain on the ship of your life, not
just a passenger. Do not allow sorneone's negativity to become a
burden. Tonight: All smiles.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) *** You have been thinking through
some life decisions, even if you haven't necessarily wanted to. You
might be on the verge of making them a reality. Be aware of the
implications of your decisions. A child or loved one is out of sorts.
Tonicht: You can decide to do nothinr.

Pardon My Planet.....- --=-- ="" ve, "_ D.,., .. ,. '"'_'50.,0"" ...

CANCER (June 21-July 22) **** Get past sorneone's demand,
or handle a responsibility. By midafternoon, you'll tend to be
more gregarious. Whether you're at a lunch meeting or a social
happening, you seem to say and do the right things. Make the most
of the moment. Tonight: Do not allow todav's mood to get the best
of you.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) **** Quickly make calls, reach out for
others and get to the basis of an issue without coloring the story
by personal bias. Someone might make a demand or request that
forces you to take the lead; make it your pleasure. Tonight: A force
to be dealt with.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) **** Deal with calls and people
individually. You could be unusually uptight about a situation and
allow it to color your day. Pull back to see if this is the case. Take
a walk, detach and approach others with a new attitude. What a
difference that could rnakel Tonight: Go with something offbeat.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) *** Try to curb a tendency to self-
sabotage. You have been unusually negative or touchy lately. Others
might approach you, but head in another direction before they say
much if they catch a whiff of your attitude. Tonight: Work on being
optimistic.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) **** Your effort to preserve a
situation might backfire. You cannot fight change - not emotionally,
personally or professionally. Go with the flow, and trust that
something better is ahead. Later today, you could sense a change
in the air and in how vou feel. Tonicht Join an acouaintance vou do
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'WHEN ~EROY FIGHTS TEMPTATION, HE A~WAYS
TAKES A DIVE."

not see often.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) **** Listen to your inner
voice. You sense that you might want to get out the door or start
the weekend early. Listen to a child or loved one; he or she will
encourage you to go with spontaneity. Think before you leap.
Tonight: Let your energy make the call.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)*** Tension builds and causes
a problem when you interact with authority figures. Know when to
pull back and opt for a less public stance. A personal or domestic
issue needs more attention at this point. Try not to juggle as much
right now. Tonight: You do not need to go far.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) **** Keep communication
flowing, even if you don't exactly understand what is happening.
In your mind, you sense that someone is holding back. Accusation
will not work, but eventually he or she will let the cat out of the bag.
Tonight: Visit with a friend on the way home.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) *** Someone could be asking for
what you cannot give. This person might not understand why you
refuse to go along with his or her request. Distance yourself for
now. In the near future, you could get past this resistance. Tonight:
Head home, then decide.
BORN TODAY
Jazz vibraphonist Lionel Hampton (1908), artist Joan Miro (1893),
actor Rvan O'Neal (1941)

ANSWER BOX
3 1 9 7 8 2 6 5 4
6 4 2 1 5 3 7 9 8
5 7 8 4 9 6 3 2 1
9 3 1 2 4 7 5 8 6
2 5 7 8 6 1 4 3 9
4 8 6 5 3 9 1 7 2
7 2 5 6 1 8 9 4 3
1 9 4 3 2 5 8 6 7
8 6 3 9 7 4 2 1 5
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