
“Big Brother Is
Watching You” was the
pervasive punch line in
British writer George
Orwell’s novel “1984.”
Recent developments re-
garding business and gov-
ernment in Britain give
fresh currency to the clas-
sic.

James Murdoch has re-
signed as chairman of TV
company BSkyB, though
he remains on the board.
This follows revelations
that the Murdoch family’s
News International Corp.
for years conducted mas-
sive hacking into British
cellphones.

Targets included cell-
phones of a murdered
young girl and relatives of
soldiers killed in action.
The continuing scandal in-
cludes allegations of police
payoffs. In an unusual
move, Britain’s political
parties united in
Parliament to condemn the
company.

Patriarch Rupert
Murdoch’s political influ-
ence in Britain has been
enormous for decades.
Politicians across the spec-
trum fear his power to em-
barrass or endorse, and
have assiduously courted
his favor.

Orwell, one of the
greatest writers of the 20th
century, was a committed
socialist. Unlike many on
the left today, however, he
had personal involvement
with working people, be-
cause he was one. He
stressed egalitarianism,
while warning about dan-
gers of concentrated power
in government as well as
corporations.

The Murdoch snooping
scandal is particularly
grotesque, and may bring
down that media empire.
However, guarding indi-
vidual freedom, including
privacy, from intrusive
power structures inevitably
is a challenge.

Other developments in
Britain and also the U.S.
underscore this tension.
Britain’s Conservative-
Liberal Democrat coalition
government wisely ended
a national identity card
plan. A card microchip
linked to biometric data
would facilitate bureaucrat-
ic snooping. However, a
new proposal for email
and Internet surveillance
has sparked intense de-
bate.

Apple leader Steve
Jobs, not long before his
death, gave particular em-
phasis to protecting cus-
tomer privacy in announc-
ing a new version of the
iPhone.

A wit once quipped that
“1984” was really about
1948, a reference to the
Stalinist dictatorships in
the time the novel was
published.

Intense anti-commu-
nism seriously distorted
U.S. domestic politics and
the wider society. Intel-
lectuals accused of left-
wing views found their ca-

reers damaged and in
some cases destroyed.
Blacklisting of writers be-
came a symbol of this in-
timidation. That era passed
but state authority remains
threatening.

An open economy un-
der the rule of law helps
limit potential abuse.
Modern Britain has avoid-
ed dictatorship, and the ef-
fects of Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher’s “Big
Bang” deregulation of the
economy were important
in facilitating freedom. Her
heavy-handed style earned
her the sobriquet ‘”Big
Sister,” but the reforms
were crucial to Britain’s
economic recovery and re-
assertion of international
influence starting in the
1980s.

A similar process un-
folded in the U.S., begin-
ning in President Jimmy
Carter’s administration
and carried much further
by President Ronald
Reagan’s administration.
The financial crises of the
past decade, facilitated in
part by deregulation gone
too far, overshadow the
durable beneficial
consequences of this mar-
ket freedom.

This in turn brings con-
text to Jobs’ statement.
Apple in 2010 surpassed

Microsoft in total capital-
ization, a major accom-
plishment for a firm floun-
dering before cofounder
Jobs returned. Products
that facilitate freedom are
now major Apple market-
ing themes.

Meanwhile, competitor
Google has faced embar-
rassing accusations that ex-
tensive information has
been collected on individu-
als. For example, Google
Earth cars driving through
random neighborhoods
captured specific data from
unsecure wireless outlets in
unsuspecting households.

In our fascinating, fan-
tastic global information
revolution, institutions
committed to following the
law and protecting person-
al privacy, not just profits
and power, deserve our
support. Murdoch and
crew deserve condemna-
tion, and prosecution.

Above all, remember:
Big Brother is not

watching you. Not yet.
But he’d like to.

Email Arthur Cyr 
at acyr@carthage.edu.
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Every Home Deserves the Best in Clean,
Comfortable Air.

Trane makes it Affordable.

GET UP TO A $1,250 INSTANT REBATE*

See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details 

and restrictions. Instant Rebate from $100 to $1,250 valid on qualifying systems 

only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.

It’s not just campaign talk: Buy a Trane high-

performance heating and cooling system and 

get year around comfort for you and your 

family. Also get up to $1,250 Instant Rebate 

on qualifying Trane Systems.

Superior comfort, lower heating and cooling 

cost and cleaner indoor air.

Call  now for a free home 
comfort consultation. Offer runs 
March 1 through May 31, 2012.

Climate Control of KY
2706 S. Dixie Hwy, Elizabethtown, KY 42701

270-769-5332 M04517

GOLD RUSH 2012
“Cashing in for the Community”

Friday, April 13, 2012 • 6:00 - 11:00 p.m.

old Gallotta’s Grill on Wilson, Fort Knox

For more information on Gold Rush contact Megan
www.fortknoxscc.org
megelli@yahoo.com

Proceeds benefit the Fort Knox Spouses and  Community Club Student Scholarship
fund and many other worthy local & surrounding community organizations.

Tickets: $10 in advance, $15 at the door
Tickets include $20 in Chips

Tickets will be available at the following locations:

1100-1300: PX - April 6, 7 & 8

Ireland Army Hospital Cafe: April 5, 6, 12 & 13

Or contact a board member for tickets!

Open to the public - Must be 18 or older to attend

For childcare information contact:

Jessica Jackson at 502-624-7413

Contact CDC for reservation

Purchase your 

opportunity tickets for 

a chance to win a

 1970 VW BEETLE  or

1997 SUZUKI VS800 GL

provided by 

TIM FRENCH 

SUPERSTORE

• Run For The Gold Horse Race • Live And Silent Auctions

• Great Food & Plenty Of Drinks • Dancing & Entertainment

• Fabulous Door Prizes • Poker And Blackjack Tables

Serving Elizabethtown, Hardin & Surrounding Counties.

 R OXANN R. S MALLEY

 Registered Nurse
 L&D/OB/GYN

 Career Military
 Family Member

www.smalleylawoffice.com
Located next to the Justice Center

 • Bankruptcy

• Auto Accidents

• Personal Injury

• Workers Comp

• Traffic Tickets/DUI

• Medical Malpractice

• Criminal Law

• Family Law

 • Divorce

 • Custody

• Child Support

 • Wills/Probate

• Employee Law

• Social Security
    Disability

Free Phone
Consultation

This is an advertisement.

Elizabethtown  (270) 737-0064
Leitchfield        (270) 200-1160

 Smalleyy && Graham
 ATTORNEY’S

 ATT  LAW

 L EWIS H. G RAHAM

Attorney at Law

 Licensed Engineer

Meet Cody
DOB (10/95). Cody is a friendly guy with lots of 
energy, who loves being outdoors. Upon meeting new 
people, he’s very personable and well-mannered. Cody 
reports he’d prefer to live in the country so he could 
go fishing, camping, and hunting. He likes dogs, cats, 
and turtles. Cody wants to learn more about working 
with machinery. He hopes to get into ROTC in high 
school because he would like to become a mechanic 
in the United States Air Force. Cody’s favorite sport is 
baseball and he is a fan of the University of Kentucky. 
Cody has experienced a lot of hurt and losses and his 
life and is working on ways to manage his emotions 
about all of this. Cody says that what he wants most 
of all is to be adopted so he can grow up as part of a 
 family. Please think about giving Cody a chance to 
be a permanent part of your family!

Cody ID# D-771

ack in the 1960s,
conservatives angry
at the Supreme

Court’s rulings under its
liberal chief justice put up
billboards with the mes-
sage: “Impeach Earl War-
ren.” Today, you can order
T-shirts and buttons with
an updated demand:
“Impeach John Roberts.”

In fighting a war, the
danger is always that you
will come to resemble
your enemy, adopting his
basest tactics purely for the
sake of victory. That hap-
pens in politics as well, as
President Barack Obama
and his allies are now
demonstrating.

Obama has done his
best to undermine respect
for the Supreme Court on
more than one occasion.
After it ruled that corpora-
tions and unions have the
right to spend money com-
municating about candi-
dates during election cam-
paigns, he denounced the
court for choosing to
“open the floodgates for

special interests.”
He made that claim in

his State of the Union ad-
dress, in the presence of
several justices. It was hard
to recall a moment in the
last half-century when a
president had so brazenly
challenged the court.

But it was just the first.
After the court heard oral
arguments on the constitu-
tionality of his health-in-
surance overhaul, Obama
took the opportunity to fire
a warning shot: “I’m confi-
dent that the Supreme
Court will not take what
would be an unprecedent-
ed, extraordinary step of
overturning a law that was
passed by a strong majori-
ty of a democratically
elected Congress.”

As a former law school

lecturer, he is not unaware
that overturning laws
passed by democratically
elected legislators is what
the court does all the time
— and what it is charged
with doing whenever those
statutes punch through the
limits established by the
Constitution.

Later, the White House
said he only meant that
overturning a law on “a
matter of national econom-
ic importance” would be
unprecedented. Of course,
a federal individual man-
date to buy health insur-
ance is also unprecedent-
ed. So either way, some-
thing’s going to be done
that hasn’t been done be-
fore.

In any event, Obama’s
criticism could well have
come from a hard-line
conservative with a
crabbed view of the role of
the judiciary. It brings to
mind no one so much as
the Supreme Court nomi-
nee Robert Bork.

He was chosen by

President Ronald Reagan
but rejected, partly be-
cause he was given to de-
crying the invalidation of
laws by “an anti-democrat-
ic, indeed a despotic, judi-
ciary” and approvingly
quoting G.K. Chesterton:
“The liberty to make laws
is what constitutes a free
people.” Maybe Obama
would like to steal those
lines.

Conservatives, of
course, exhibit a strange
new respect for judicial re-
view, which they have of-
ten reviled for letting un-
elected elitists ride
roughshod over prevailing
public opinion. But that’s
no excuse for Obama to
suggest that the court
would be acting illegiti-
mately in striking down his
health care plan.

Some of his supporters
think such a decision
would demand stern reme-
dies. Writing in The Daily
Beast, University of
Houston law professor
David Dow urged the use

of impeachment if the jus-
tices invalidate
Obamacare.

This brings back memo-
ries of 1970, when House
Republican leader Gerald
Ford mounted an attempt
to impeach liberal Justice
William O. Douglas,
whom he accused of,
among other sins, assisting
the “militant hippie-yippie
movement.”

The effort to remove a
justice over allegedly
wrong views was an em-
barrassing failure then and
would be again. Congress
is not about to use the nu-
clear option merely be-
cause the party in power
disagrees with the
Supreme Court.

The court has an obliga-
tion to use its best judg-
ment to assess the meaning
of each provision of the
Constitution, a task that
leaves plenty of room for
disagreement. To pillory or
punish judges for doing
their job undermines the
legitimacy not just of the

court but of our entire con-
stitutional system.

There is another way to
respond when the court
goes against your side:
Win elections, appoint
your justices and, over
time, hope to win the intel-
lectual battle over how to
interpret the Constitution
and the laws.

That’s what conserva-
tives set about doing a gen-
eration ago, and the result
is a court dominated by
GOP-appointed justices
who take a different view
of constitutional language.
Obama and Co. may not
like it, but that’s exactly
how our system is sup-
posed to work.

If they don’t like it, they
can undertake the same
task in hopes of turning
the court in a more agree-
able direction. No, it’s not
easy; no, it’s not quick; no,
it’s not a sure thing. Who
ever said it ought to be?

Distributed by
Creators Syndicate

STEVE
CHAPMAN

A liberal attack on the court
B

ARTHUR
CYR

Big Brother isn’t watching


