
III. JULY 2, 18G8. 40.

Chicago
Chicago, June 19, 188.

Dear Commonwealth: One sees a
great deal in the religious papers,
hereabouts, concerning the compact,
decided little resolution of the Re-

formed Presbyterian Synod, at Pitts-
burgh, suspending G. II. Stuart for
singing other than the shapeless

known as Rouse's Ver-

sion of the Psalms. The sixteen
ministers and twelve elders have each
received their pro rata of abuso for

voting this very Christian resolution:
"Pesolved, That G. H. Stuart be

and he is hereby suspended from his
office and from membership in this
church until he acknowledge his error
in the premises and submit to the
laws and authority of this church,
and that his seat in Synod, in conse-
quence, bo declared vacant."

However these sticklers for antique
psalmody may have violated the nice

principles of equity and liberality, to
say nothing of Christ-lik- e love and
charily, it is apparent that hundreds
who are denouncing this Reformed
Synod as ''bringing the name of the
Christian Church and of ecclesiastical
discipline into contempt" by its ac-

tion, are strangely forgetful of simi-

lar little incongruities in their own
lives.

Not many months since a revival
was in progress in a town in Illinois,
not very far from this city. The
church which was the scene of the
work of grace, was one which prided
itself upon "loyalty" and "liberality"
and other "t.ys." Several democrat
exhibited a change of heart and ex-

pressed a desire for newness of life.
The thing appeared so entirely impos-

sible to the officers of the church, that
they wrote for advice to the editor of
a Chicago religious newspaper some-

what after this manner: "Please tell
ns what we had better do. A good
many democrats have shown signs of
regeneration and wish to unite with
ns. But it is known among us that
they have been in the habit and are
still in the habit of reading the La
Crosse Democrat and the New York

Day Booh. How must wo treat
them?"

The editor counselled them to ex-

hibit a spirit of Christian love, but
he did think it was rather against the

profundity of their convictions, if they
read the La Crosse Democrat or per-

sisted in glancing over the Day Book!

What was done with these unfortu-
nate Democrats I have not learned,
but they were probably instructed in
the political preferences of the Deity

which, according to this church and
hundreds of others in this section of
the country, are radical precisely on
a par with the G. II. Stuart affair.

Reformed gay, "let
lis sing," and straitway they sing
eome of Rouse's choice stanzas:

"As cursing, he like clothes put on,
Iuto his bowels, so

Like water, and into his bones
Like oil, down let it go.

At evening let thou them return,
Milking great noise and sound,

Like to a dog. and often walk
About the city round.

"When they me saw, they from me lied;
E'en so I am forgot,

As men arc out of mind when dead;
I'm like a broken pot."

We would rather sing the inspira-

tions of Watts, or Toplady, or Bonar.
The Reformed say they are heathen.
Loyalty says "Pray for Congress;

pray against that wicked wretch, the
President; burn all Democratic pa-

pers; read the organs of the republi-

can party. Thus you may be saved."
Over their churches they inscribe,
"no Democrats admitted within these
walls." Verily the oft repeated tale
wherein glass houses and stones ac-

quire conspicuity, is rehearsed! But
to turn from subjects concerning which
Moses himself might have warmed
with indignation, I remember that we

have, among the numerous strangers
that throng the city, the Rev. Mr. Kline,
of Meridian, Miss. He has been in

your city, and I believe his mission
met with much success from Louis-

ville churches. His coming to Chica-

go, was after a manner, an experi-
ment. It was my pleasure to hear him
preach, two weeks since. I remem-
ber very vividly the earnest sermon
wherein the man was hidden in the
revealed glory of the Christ of sin-

ners, and the irresistible appeal in

behalf of the far offstruggling church,
whose brief and heroic history moist-

ened many an eye. Mr. Kline has

lnet with some considerable success

in raising funds for the important
church which ie represents. In addi-

tion to donations of money, he has
Bueceeded in securing a bell for the
church at Meridian. It is the impres-
sion of all who have heard Mr. Kline
preach, that he is a chosen vessel of
the Lord, and for a new, rapidly grow-

ing railroad town, he is just the right

Chris
man. Many a prayer follows his ear-

nest efforts.

The Berea College people of Ken-

tucky are in Chicago seeking funds
for their Institution. A circular is

being distributed with heavy indorse-

ments of the scheme, by Dr. Monfort
and others, who represent the Rev.
John S. Fee, as a sort of martyr in tho
cause of colored equality. I have
thought that our Chicago

would do much better if they
would transport Berea College from
the Blue-Gras- s region to Third or
Fourth avenues, in this city, and ex-

ercise a beneficent interest in the
spiritual and temporal welfare of the
thousands of blacks who have settled
here as permanent residents. But the
bogus article gropes after the dissolv-

ing, far VLuy-mirag- and is deaf.dumb
and sightless to contiguous need.

MlCONlUS.

The Strategies of the Re union Radi-
calism.

Our brethren of all the prudence,
piety, and fraternal affection, whose

delicate nerves could not endure
the harsh tones of the Declaration
and Testimony men. and who sought
rather to tame the Radical tiger by
pampering and petting him and let-

ting him run loose in the ecclesiastical
garden, seem still to be having a hard
time of it.

A of the Presbyterian
ventures to complain of even the great-Ne-

York n meeting, under
tho manipulations of such diguitied
metropolitans as Drs. Prime, Hall &

Co. in the following terms almost as
plain spoken, if not as
the True, Presbyterian used to lie
thought in the earlier stages of the
contest:

Messrs. Editors: You have seen,
ere this, glowing accounts of a re-

union meeting, held on Sabbath eve-

ning, the 14th inst.' in the church of
the Rev. Dr. Hall, fifth Avenue, New
York. I wish the opportunity, as a
true friend of union, to state to the Old-scho-

Presbyterian public, through
your paper, what my objections are
to the manner in which that meeting
was engineered, from first to last,
wholly in the interest of the Basis of
the Joint Committee, and how entire-
ly the real merits of so great and sol-

emn a matter as that of the present
Basis, on which Old and New-scho-

are to unite, were kept back from the
whole congregation. The notices
calling the meeting were issued in tho
envelopes of the New York Observer,
and the resolutions offered at the
meeting, were offered by the Rev. S
I. Prime, D. D. The public call was
a call inviting the "ministers and
members" of the Old and New-scho-

to meet together for a specific object.
That object was not to make speeches
upon the desirableness of
but it was simply and purely "to meet
together for conference and prayer in
relation to the proposed Basis of Re-

union." This was explicitly stated in
the call. A company of us went to
the church at the time appointed.
We were anxious to hear what the
brethren might say as to the "basis,"
and, if opportunity presented, to state
fairly "before the public our objections
to the present Basis, the true position
of the minority in the Old-scho-

General Assembly, and to ask the
people whether they themselves pre-
ferred a Basis that would n

every element of past discussion, or a
Basis that would avoid such an un-

pleasant result. In other words, be-

ing favourable to the "Philadelphia
Basis," and opposed to the Joint
Committee's Basis, we desired briefly
to state our preference, and let the
Presbyterian public see what was the
true nature of the issue between the
parties in the Old-scho- Assembly.
But our hope was vain ! Our expecta-
tion was disappointed ! To our
amazement and surprise, the order of
the meeting was all arranged before-
hand, in the interest of the Basis of
the Joint Committee. AW the speak
ers were for it, except in the case of
George II. Stuart, who made no refer-
ence to it, but spoke simply upon the
duty of The idea of "con
ferenee" was no where. "Conference"
was impossible. The meeting was no
' conference" at all, and what added
to the peculiarity of it was this: The
Basis, in reference to which a vote
was taken at the close of the meeting,
and under the influence of a speech
from George H. Stuart in favour of
the Philadelphia Basis, as all his re
marks implied, was not even read, to
the meeting ! Dr. Prime's resolution
were read, but the Basis was not read!
Neither were the objections to it sta-

ted properly. The Monfort "Adden-
dum" was not read ! The paper of-

fered by Dr. Hall, of Rochester, and
passed by the Old-scho- Assembly,
was not read The position of the
minority in the Assembly was alluded
to in a manner most unfair. It was
represented as a contention for the
"metaphysics" of theology; as an

demand for uniform interpre-
tation, and as next thing to a real op-

position to "organic" union. Such
was the presentation before the Chris-
tian public of New York an unfair
presentation accompanied by pray-
ers, and praise, and "happy hits"
from the Rev. Dr. Hall, of New York,
and a final vote on the question of

union! Not a syllable was uttered
to let the audience know that the very
Oid-scho- speakers of the evening, to
wit, Rev. Drs. Shedd and Prime, Rev.
Mr. Sutphen, and ruling elder Carter,
all themselves voted in General As-

sembly that the Committee's Basis
was not their preference !

Not a word to let the people know
that, with the exception of elder Car-

ter, who had gone to llarrishurg, all
the Old School speakers of the eve-

ning voted for Dr. Hall's paper in the
Assembly a paper passed unanimous-
ly and which is in direct contradicti-
on, to the obnoxious doctrinal clause
in the first article of the Joint Com-

mittee's Basis! Nothing of an open,
frank, and fair exposition before the
people of the real situation of things
in the Church! Only a general appeal
for the union, an approval of the Ba-

sisand a reference to some good men
who looked suspiciously on the move-
ment, but who would all come right
after a time! Such was the method of
semiring an ap'parent public recogni-
tion of the Committee's Basis by the
people at large! Such was the meeting
for "conference." One of the special
features of this Sabbath evening ar-

rangement, was the appeal of Dr.
Prime that the Presbyteries should
'see to it" that the "right men" were

sent up to the General Assemblies to
be held in New York next year. "The
right men! What does this indicate?

The minority are as conscientious-
ly in favor of on a true,
righteous, consistent and solid Basis,
as are any of the ma jority. It is not
true to represent to the contrary. But
they are not in favour of the Basis as
it stands. Even the majority said they
preferred another Basis, and tele-
graphed it to the New School Assem-
bly. They went further. They made
their own position ridiculous in the
eyes of both Old and New School, by
passing Dr. Hall's resolution alter
they had passed tho basis as it stands.
Why, then, this mode of pressing
through union upon a Basis which
does not command the hearty confi-

dence and preference, above all other
Bases, of even its own advocates?

On those who "get up" such meet-
ings as the one held in New York.o '

rests the responsibility of swift com-

ing years of contention and trouble.
must be called

not to but to that most un-- s

itisfact ry platform, the Basis as it
stands. Honesty, and justice, and re-

ligion together demand that the truth
shall be let out, and the people know
the real merits of the case. As for
ourselves, we are sure they will reject
it, and vote for the Philadelphia Ba-

sis ten to one, andwith all their heart.
If not, and the campaign begun, with
the New York Observer as its ally, is
carried on in the same way, another
division is as certain as the rising of
the sun. True Friends of Union.

Death of Rev. John R. Bain.

Gallatin, Tknn, June 22, 18GS.

Messrs. Editors: Rev. John R. Bain
died in this place last Friday night,
and his family request that you pub-

lish the following sketch of his life,
which may be made the basis of a
biographical sketch by Presbytery.

He was born in Mecklenburg Co.,

N. C, June 12, 1792; graduated at
Washington College March 2."), 1818;

licensed to preach Sept. 12, 1819, in
tho 28th year of his age. He died
June 19, 1808, being Tli years of age
having preached the gospel for 49

years.
He came to the Gallatin and Shiloh

churches in 1S22. preaching to both
churches and teaching school. Here
he married Nancy Donnell. Three
daughters were the result of this
marriage, the only remaining one be-

ing now a member of the Gallatin
church. His wife dying, he after
wards married Sarah E. Crocket. A
short biographical sketch written by
himself now says: "Straitened cir-

cumstances now drove him to teach-

ing school in the city of Nashville.
This interfered with ministerial duties
and crippled his usefulness." This is

a sad commentary to be made on any
church. During a long residence in

and near the city of Xa&hville, labor-
ing as opportunity offered, he endear-
ed himself to almost every church in
tho Presbytery. During the war his
house was burned under the plea of
military necessity. Through the suf
erings consequent upon all the diffi-

culties and privations of ihm war his
health gave way, and he moved to
Gallatin with his family as a refuge
from calamity.

He moved amongst us a patriarch,
counseling, advising, encouraging, and
teaching; he was a blessing to many
even in his last declining years.

Early in the spring his health be-

gan to fail and his frame grew feeble.
When he finally went to bed, the
most distressing feature of his illness
(softening of the brain) was that he
could not talk. But he had said till

to the writer of this and to his family
that was necessary to give the highest
assurance that his mind was tranquil,
his faith firm. He said he was wait-

ing for the Master to call him. After
that he could answer questions only
in and he professed to

CommonwealthH nnIAN
Volume LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, THURSDAY, Numl.er

Correspondence.

dis-

integrations

Presbyterians

philanthro-
pists

correspondent

"vituperative"

Counter-meeting- s

monosyllables,

have the presence of God with him
all the time. His sufferings were not
very severe, and when he died it was
as the child going to sleep, so gently
did his spirit pass away.

Let all the church pray for his be-

reaved family. His blessed spirit is
with the Saviour.

As a preacher, he was clear, logical,
and terse. As a writer, truthful, log-

ical, clear. As a man, "an Israelite
in whom there was no guile." Tho
last few years of 'his life may be em-

bodied in one sentence: "I know that
my Redeemer liveth." There are few
men who arrive at any clearer assur-
ance of faith. "Let me die the death
of the righteous, and let my last end
be like his. B.

' The religious papers of the South-
ern Fresbyterian church please copy.

An Example which it would be well to
imitate.

, June 23, 18C8.

Dear Sirs: Inclosed find three dol-

lars, my subscription to the Eree
Christian Commonwealth for another
year. As a general thing I read
everything in the Commonwealth, and
I must say for two or three weeks
past I have not read it with a good
conscience.

1. Because I have seen my name on
a printed slip showing I am in ar-

rears for one month. When I read
my paper, however good the article,
conscience annoys me with the
thought "You are reading that for
which you have not paid anything."

2. That little slip of paper is a con-

stant dun for the money, and I never
allow a man to dun me for money if I
can possibly avoid it.

3. I turn to the inside of tho paper
to keep the little slip from my sight,
and )o! I find every week a little
editorial saying "We are in need of
funds;" and again conscience suggests
"the meanness of enjoying one's self
in reading a paper that cost the edit-

or his time and money and for which
not a cent has been paid, he virtually
borrowing money and paying a per
cent, on it to accommodate my care-

lessness or meanness.
4. I have a family around me and

friends who visit, me; they read the
Common wc'aflh, a"n'i of cotirse 1 wish
them to read it, but if they do. they
must see the little slip showing I am
in debt, and conscience bikings to .mind
the force of example to my family and
community in withholding my just
dues.

5. I cannot read your 'paper any
longer without paying for it. I read
my Bible and it says, "Owe no man
anything." Conscience says again,
"that means a newspaper publisher
as well as any other man."

For these reasons must do
away with that slip.on my paper; or
I must do away with my conscience,
or I must continue a species of dis-

honesty that as a Christian man I
cannot indulge in, or I must send you
my subscription; so here is so much
to "the conscience fund."

Yours in hope of relief.

For the Free Cbribtir'g Commonwealth.

Westminster College.
Fulton, Mo., June 2(3, 18C8.

The closing exercises of this insti-

tution for the present year were held
in the College Chapel yesterday. The
spacious hall was crowded to its ut-

most with an intelligent auditorj' that
come annually from all parts of tlte
State to witness the commencement
exercises of the College that ha-- s been
planted in their prayers, watered with
their tears, cherished and sustained
by their energes, and which of course
they love so well. ., '... - .

Commencement Jay was ushered
in by the usual annual addresses be-

fore the religious and literary- - socie-

ties of the institution, when the grad-
uates delivered their orations, which
were highly creditable to the young
gentlemen; and then the diplomas
were conferred by Prof. M. M. Fisher,
D. D., of the College. The most dis-

tasteful part of the performance was
that the learned doctor spoke in the
Latin language, "an unknown tongue"
to the great mass of his audience.

Dr. J. II. Brookes, of St. Louis,
President of the Board of Trustees
of the College, in behalf of that
body, made a very interesting report
of the financial condition of the insti-

tution, reviewing the many disheart-
ening vicissitudes through which the
College has passed, incident upon and
during the kite war, reiterating tl.
confidence of the Board in the Facul-
ty, expressing their most grateful
thanks to the noble men who have
stood by the institution and its perils,
and recommended them and the Col
lege to the patronage of the people of
Missouri and adjacent States,

Prof. Fisher, on account of impaired
health, tendered to the Board his resig-

nation, which was absolutely refused
by the Board. As expressive of their
high appreciation of the great sacri-
fices this gentleman has made, and is

willing still to make, for the College,
the Board passed a series of resolu-
tions granting Prof. Fisher leave of
absence from his duties for one year,
with the continuation of his salary
and five hundred dollars additional to
defray any expense he may incur 'in
travelling for his health, with the re-

quest also that he act as agent for the
College in soliciting funds to enlarge
the endowment of tho institution,
and inducing students to come hither
i ) be educated.

The resignation of Prof. Fisher, ac-

companied with these resolutions, tes-

tifying as they do to his great worth
as a man and instructor in the Col-

lege, was respectfully returned to him,
with the earnest request that he re-

main with the College, and a hope
that after the absence of a year his
shattered health may then be so re-

paired that he will be able to resumo
active duties in the class-room- .

The friends of this institution, now
since pea.ee has been restored to our
borders, are once more aroused to the
necessity of founding upon a perma-
nent basis a first class College for the
great West, and they have determined
to put Westminster beyond the reach
of disaster. They have already begun
this work, and by the blessing and
fostering care of the Great Head of
the Church, they will succeed.

To the honorable Presbyterians of
Kentucky I would say, that, while
the College at Danville is still in a
state of doubt, while its energies and
strength are gone, they can find in
Fulton a most delightful society for
their sons to mingle in, and in the
College, in every feature, every ad-

vantage to make them men of strength
and usefulness. Here they will find
a community that is noted for its
freedom from vice and its high stan-
dard of piety and intelligence, and
any man will find it a blessing to
himself and his family to send his
son to this institution.

For tho Ii'rt't) Christian CoinoumwcuUh.

Not Yet.
St. Augustine in fierce struggles,

under conviction of sin, still clinging
to the sins ho felt he could not give
up, prayed mightily for deliverance,
but with a secret reserve "not vet

Lord, not just yet!"
Many and many a soul has cried

like him and reserved like him a "not
yet Lord" and these souls, so near to
the Kingdom that the long and terri-
ble agony had almost yielded to the
sweet soothing of reconciliation, hare
been heard and the "not yet not just
yet," has been stereotyped never
never !

Christ's willingness to save ; Christ's
power to save ; the dread alternative
of choice; the vision ofthe lost inher-
itance, tho short sweet glimpses of tho
unfading beauty, and the prospect of
a right to enter in; the tenderness of
the Redeemer, of the mortgaged in-

heritance and II is pleading with us
all, all these things environ us in the
day ofthe Lord's approach to us, and
yet we cry "NOT YET."

Oh ! why do we put Jesus off thus?
What do we havo while we bid Him
wait? A maiden, once, leaning over
the waters of a fountain was so en-

chanted with her image reflected
there, that reaching over the gleam-
ing wave to embrace it, she fell in
and was drowned.

And we, enchanted with four sin
which beckons us from the dancing
waves, turn from" the One who would
lead us to pure realities, and reaching
to fold the dear lust close to our
hearts, are lost in the treacherous
waters forevermore.

This prayer with a "not yet "affix-
ed is the prayer of thousands. We
are anxious to bo saved. We want to
have part in this holy salvation
through the blood of the Lamb. We
would like to "read our title clear."
We look over the ground. We think
wo can give up this or that sin. That
would not be much. With some
trouble we can give up a certain
worldly pleasure, this or that evil
temper or habit.
' But there are one or two darling
sins how can we give them up?
Must they be renounced ? Yes. Je-

sus says "no man can serve two mas-

ters." "Ye cannot serve God and
Mammon." "He that taketh not his
cross and followeth after me, is not
worthy of me." "He that loveth fa-

ther and mother more than me, is not
worthy of me." "Take my yoke up- -

on you." "If any man will come af-

ter me, let him deny himself.
It is a complete renunciation ofthe

world, the flesh and the devil. It is
the question of life or death. And we
fondling our lusts, our "dearest idols"
say to this unparalleled, inconceivably
wonderful mercy: "Not yet Lord-- not

just now. Oh Lamb of God, have
mercy upon such sinners and cause
these poor starving souls to cry, in
stead of "not yet:" Even so, Lord
Jesus, eome quickly !

G. C. C.

Rev. Mr. Grasty on "Popular Revi-
vals." Where Reform must begin.
The Southern Presbyterian Jleoiew

for April, 180S, contains n admirable
article from the pen of Rev. Mr.
Grasty--, Shelbyville, Ivy., on "Popu-
lar Revivals," which is worthy the
special attention of Christians in
Kentucky. The following paragraphs
are from the closing portion of the
essay:

"With many earnest reflecting
minds, religion has been brought into
discredit by the imprudence and fa-

naticism of its professed friends. Re-
fined and sensitive minds shrink back
from those scenes of confusion which
rival everything of that description
this side of pandemonium.

"The root of all this mischief is to
be found in the neglect on the part of
parents and guardians of the old
fashioned plan of home instruction.
The mind of the present generation
was sadly turned to waste in its youth,
and the soil made ready for the seeds
of every vile and noxious plant. Ilenco
the field is inviting to every traveling
empiric. Let reform therefore begin
in the family, let tho hearts of parents
bo turned to their children, and let
every pastor guard well his flack,
taking oversight thereof himself, and a
harvest of precious fruit shall appear
in due time. Let it be understood
thoroughly by preacher and people
that no amount of excitement consti-
tutes Christianity, but the existence
of this last is evidenced by faithful
labor, self denial, and holy living."

"Moreover, let it be borne in mind
that the gospel has a distinct aim, and
that its purpose is best accomplished
when the instrument is least encum-
bered, Each word that it utters, eve
ry blow that it strikes, is designed to
shake the soul's confidence in all sub-
lunary- refuges. The Scriptures are
rich in assurances ttiat Chrisi'is the
only toundalion. We venture to af-

firm that no inspired apostle ever in-

vited an anxious soul to any half-wa- y

place or authorized a sinner to go
anywhere, in the universe but to an
almighty Saviour, and that imme-
diately. Said the prodigal, 'I will
arise and go to my Father, and he
arose and weut.' The Pkilippian jail-
er exclaimed, Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?' And the reply was expli-
cit and immediate, 'Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved' "

"It is vain to say that good has re-

sulted from the use of empirical mea-
sures of any kind. This remains to
be proved. A faithful induction of
facts on this subject, as the writer
humbly believes, would be statling
and melancholy. Cases of conversion
do occur, no doubt, in spite of ex-

travagances and unwarranted means,
for the Eternal is sovereign, and can
make the very wrath of man to prai-- e

him; but if God's plan were carried
out in a meek and submissive spirit,
tho divine agent would always dem-
onstrate by the results the infinite
superiority of the simple gospel over
every measure of 'human devising.'

"Besides, any encroachment in this
direction is dangerous. For if one
unauthorized measure can be intro-
duced, so may another; and when we
place our feet upon the first round of
this descent, there is ho obstruction
down to the very bottom. If one
man uses 'anxious seats' and the
'mourner's bench,' why may not an-

other introduce both fiddle and banjo?
And if A adds appendages to the
preached word, why cannot B be per-
mitted to bring in a few supplements
to baptism or the Lord's Supper? It
will therefore be seen at once that it

a precedent of the nature described
be admitted at. any point, the field iie.s
wide open for the introduction of eve-
ry experiment that folly shall sug-
gest."

"'Obsta prineipiis' is a maxim of
true wisdom. The confessional, im-

age worship, extreme unction, the
real presence, together with other gi-

gantic superstitions, are all the out-

growth of the first human invention
engrafted upon he divine commis-
sion. The first departure might have
been apparently insignificant; but a
wrong principle once admitted, and
the pathway leads direct to liomc. or
infidelity, or anywhere else that folly
and presumption choose to go. Cen-

tury after century adds its 'wood, hay,
and stubble,' until the solid founda-
tions are covered :up and disappear
altogether. Notlm; now but fire
and Hood a convuis've reformation,
with its Luthers and Calvins can
move away the drift and bring to
view clearly the elementary basis.
We ought therefore to oppose error
at its fountain head, and every effort,
from whatever pretext, to obscure the
sure foundations, should be sternly
rebuked and inexorably resisted.
The only safety for the church in this
or any other age is in cleaving to
'the oid paths' which aro revealed in

the Scriptures. To the law and tho
testimony thus far can we safely go
and no farther.

"The hearts of parents must be
turned to their children, and those
precious hours, consumed hitherto in
frivolity and self indulgence, must be
devoted hereafter perseveringly to
Christian nurture in the household.
The present 'distress' in Church and
State had its origin in the nursery.
For the sake of ease or covetousness,
offspring are handed over to merce-
nary teachers or else turned out at
large, or by some other process de-

prived of that entertainment and
soutkI instruction in the home circle
so indispensable to mental and moral
health, and as a consequence children
grow up untamed like the 'wild ass's
colt.' But duty repudiated is only
sorrow put out 10 interest. The day
of payment may be delayed, but will
surely come by and by. A portion of
these neglected children in health,
character, body, and soul, perish
speedily. Another part live longer
and spread the virus of willfulness
and bad example throughout society
and government, in all their ramifica-
tions, whilst the parental heart, if not
seared and impervious, is lacerated
and broken at the last. Domestic
feuds and terrible national conflict
begin their race in the passions of
men who were never made to 'bear
the yoke in their youth.' 'From
whence,' says an apostle, 'come wars
and fightings among you? Come
they not hence, even of your lustP,
that war in your members?' Neglect
of fa it'n ful training in the family ac-

counts for a large part of the suffer-
ings which afflict us at the present
moment. We are ruled tyrannically,
in society and everywhere, by na-
tures that are wayward now, because
the period of discipline and govern-
ment was permitted to pass

For su"h deep-seate- d dis-

ease, it must be seen at a glance that
no annual or semi-annu-

'revival' is a fit rer.redy. Time-servin- g

and case-lovin- g parents may quiet
conscience by dependence on the 'big
meeting' as a universal panacea. One
single week or day is to rectify tho
guilt and accomplish the work of
years! But it will be seen that God
does not pay a premium for self in-

dulgence and neglect. If any- - aro
soundly- - converted, the Holy Spirit
selects, usually, those who have been
diligently educated in the family.
Other professions at 'popular revivals,'
to a large degree, are spurious. If
impending ills are to be averted, the
church and society must work at the
roots. 'Traiiv-u- a child in the wa
he should go, and when ho is old he
will not'depart froju it.' So testifies
Solomon, who also bears witness that
'the curse of the Lord is in the house
of the wicked.'

"The present aspect of affairs, so-

cial, political, and religious, affords
food for deep and solemn thought to
every earnest mind. The cheap end
hasty system which now obtains in
the household, the school room, not
to speak of civil government, has
borne its sad but legitimate results.
This superficial cultivation yields a
harvest scantier and more scant every
year. We must return speedily to
suboiling and fertilizing, or there
will be a fearful famine in the land.
Xo man can alter the divine decree:
In the sweat of thy face thou shalt
eat bread;' and every effort to im-

prove on God's plan only adds to our
perplexity. The condition of man-
kind in this fallen world is probation-
ary and disciplinary, and there aro
duties to discharge, burdens to bear,
and great hard lessons to be learned.
The mind of the country needs to L
brought to serious reflection. Every
family, and congregation, and indi-

vidual, should be organized with a
view to Christian instruction and la-

bor, not during certain seasons of ex-

citement, but the whole year round.
Each sermon, speech, or book, in
which religion, education, and human
duty, are made cheap and hasty, should
be sternly and steadfastly rejected.
There is no time to lose. The ele-

ments are already wild. If another
generation is taught as the present
has been, a storm will gather which
no man can rule. Transcondentalists
may prate of the golden age and the
'good time coming:' but to the Chris
tian philosopher the future .r

country is dark-- ex'eeeoi .a
goo men betake thcmsci
to t! armory of God, ar.-- c -

fully and powerfully those weapons
which divine wisdom has prepared.'.'

The English Presbyterian Church, at
the late meeting of the Synod at Sun-
derland, elected the liev. William Chal-
mers D.D , one of the pastors .of the
Church in London, to the theological
chair formerly occupied by the Rev.
Thomas MeCrie. Dr. MoCrie's failure
of eyesight lias compelled him to give up
the chair.

In the Free Church of Scotland, the
Rev. Dr. Buohinan has resigned the
Professorship of Systematic Theology in
the new College, Edinburgh. The Rev.
fames McGregor, of Paisly, was elected
in his place, and f lie Rev, Dr. Blaikie,
ofPilrig, was elected Professor of Apoi-geti- cs

and Pastoral Theology, in place of
Dr Reinierman, defeated.

The Rev. William Charter!, a most
accomplished, as well as a devout clergy-
man oi the Scottish Establishment, who
lias for some years been a prominent
preacher and pastor in Slasgow, is an-
nounced as having been appointed by
the crown ( the chair of Theology in
the University of E linburgh, and for-

merly occupied by the late Rev. Dr.
Robert Uee.

The flcncral Assembly of the Presby-
terian Chinch in Ireland at Belfast, af-

ter a lengthy discussion, lias passed a
Resolution, 011 the Moti on of the Rev.
Dr. Cooke, forbidding instrumental mu-

sic iu divine wor hip.


