
From the moment Western Kentucky 
University made the surprise announce-
ment last week that Bobby Petrino is the 
new Hilltoppers football coach, convention-
al wisdom held that the pressure is now 
really on new Kentucky head man Mark 
Stoops when UK and WKU kick off the 
college football season Aug. 31.

To borrow a phrase: Not so fast, my 
friends. The Kentucky official that West-
ern’s choice of Petrino puts pressure on is 
Mitch Barnhart.

In a sense, Western hiring Petrino is an 
opportunity for Stoops.

If UK beats WKU at Nashville’s L.P. 
Field, it is a win of greater consequence 
because of Petrino. If the Cats lose, well it’s 
a defeat in a new head coach’s first game 
against a team that beat Kentucky last 
season and is now coached by one of the 
premier offensive minds of this generation.

For Barnhart, the calculus is more 
complex.

Of all the UK athletics director’s major 
coaching hires since arriving in Lexington 
in 2002, Stoops has engendered the best 
initial reaction. There’s been no controver-
sy and very little dissent over the choice.

Before Western’s big announcement, the 
combination of Stoops and new UK offen-
sive coordinator Neal Brown — the ex-UK 
wideout expected to return a version of the 
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DEBUT COULD HAVE LASTING EFFECT 

Petrino can 
make life 
harder on 
Barnhart

FAN FARE

Bobby Petrino, given a second chance by 
Western Kentucky, faces UK in his first game 
with the Toppers. Mitch Barnhart was among 
the athletic directors who bypassed him.
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Paul Dun-
bar’s Lexus 
Edwards, left, 
shot against 
LexCath’s 
Rachel Blake. 
Edwards, 
who led the 
Lady Bull-
dogs with 22 
points, also 
had seven 
rebounds and 
three blocks.

MATT GOINS

There’s no mystery to Paul 
Laurence Dunbar’s success.

Defense.
The Lady Bulldogs, with 

one point guard tied behind 
their back, romped 58-36 Sat-
urday at Lexington Catholic.

“Our points come from 
defense,” said Lexus Ed-
wards, who led the winners 

with 22 points, adding seven 
rebounds and three blocks. 
“That’s where our offense 
comes from, so we like to 
pressure the ball a lot and get 
easy buckets.”

Dunbar (4-2), No. 3 in 

the Herald-Leader pre-season 
coaches’ poll, finished with a 
10-20 advantage in turnovers. 
The Bulldogs also battered 
Catholic on the backboards, 
36-26, including 17 offensive 
rebounds.

Edwards and Shakeema 
Jackson, who scored 16 
points, made four three-point-
ers each.

Kierra Muhammad, all of 
5-foot-4, had nine rebounds, 
nine assists and four points.

Imagine what the Bulldogs 
can do when Muhammad’s 5-4 
running mate Jordin Fender 
joins the lineup.

Rated by coaches in the 
pre-season as the 23rd-best 
player in the state, Fender 
has yet to play as she recov-
ers from a torn ACL. Her de-
but is expected in about three 
weeks.

No. 21 Catholic (2-4) came 
in with a plan but was unable 

LADY BULLDOGS FORCE 20 LEXCATH TURNOVERS

Defense powers Dunbar rout
By Mark Maloney

mmaloney@herald-leader.com

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS: NO. 3 DUNBAR 58, N0. 21 LEXINGTON CATHOLIC 36
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See a photo gallery online.

The coaching job John 
Calipari undertakes this 
Kentucky season led Hall of 
Famer Denny Crum to offer a 
quaint suggestion.

“If I could give him some 
good advice, it’d be ‘pa-
tience,’” Crum said last week. 
“They’re all young kids. They 
all don’t automatically mesh 
like last year’s team did.”

Patience, one of the 
proverbial virtues, doesn’t get 
much mention nowadays. But 
it came up repeatedly last 
week as Calipari continued 
working to maximize this 
team’s potential and UK fans 
grappled with the idea that 
the Cats are not — gasp — 
dominant.

Crum, who led Louisville 
to two national champion-
ships in the 1980s, suggested 
that this UK season is a 
return to normalcy. Last sea-
son, with freshmen Anthony 
Davis and Michael Kidd-Gil-
christ playing well enough to 
be the first two picks in the 
NBA Draft, was the excep-
tion worthy of much discus-
sion and dissection.

“What happened last year 
is not going to happen very 
often,” Crum said. “I don’t 
care who your freshmen are.”

Anyone needing help in 
accepting this reality could 
look to the visiting bench in 
Saturday’s game. Lipscomb 
was in the process of mesh-
ing eight newcomers into its 
rotation.

When asked about the dif-
ficulty in creating an effective 
unit from so many newcom-
ers, Lipscomb Coach Scott 
Sanderson said, “It just takes 
time. It’s every day trying to 
get a little better.”

When Florida went 
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Rick Pi-
tino believes an old rival gave his 
sixth-ranked Cardinals just the kind 
of early road test they needed.

Luckily for them, Chane Be-
hanan helped make sure Louisville 
took home the victory.

Behanan scored 16 of his 22 
points in the second half, and the 

Cardinals rallied from 16 points 
down in the first half to beat Mem-
phis 87-78 on Saturday.

“This was as good a crowd as 
we’ve played in in quite some time,” 
Pitino said of a near sellout with 

18,392 in FedExForum. “It will rival 
any Big East crowd, certainly. Great 
arena, great fans, great crowd. We 
had to battle all the elements to get 
a victory and we did.”

Louisville (9-1) trailed 25-9 in 
the first half before pulling out its 
fourth straight win in this rivalry 
with a team the Cardinals have 
played in three conferences. The 

Down big early, 
Cards rule late

TIGERS CAN’T MAKE UP 24-POINT DIFFERENCE AT FREE-THROW LINE
By Teresa M. Walker

Associated Press

LOUISVILLE 87, MEMPHIS 78

See LOUISVILLE, C3

NEXT GAME
Florida International at Louisville
When: 7 p.m. Wednesday

Forward Khyle Marshall (23) and guard Rotnei Clarke celebrated after Butler defeated No. 1 Indiana 88-86 in 
overtime in Indianapolis. It was the Bulldogs’ first win over a top-ranked team in school history. Page C3
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BUTLER BEAMS IN HOOSIER SHOWDOWN

Leaves raked into the street clog
our storm drains causing floods.
Leaves choke streams and deprive
aquatic life of needed oxygen, polluting
our sources of drinking water.
So just bag it this fall!
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