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» Big Blue Sunday, D2: Toughness 
sparks Wiltjer to breakout game
■ See a slideshow at Kentucky.com

» Kentucky Sunday, B1: Dakota 
Meyer’s alleged assailant speaks

» Living Sunday, G1: Folk artists 
team up again for children’s book

DECEMBER 16, 2012 METRO FINAL EDITION  1 $2.00

NEWTOWN, Conn. — Investigators tried 
to figure out what led a bright but painfully 
awkward 20-year-old to slaughter 26 children 
and adults at a Connecticut elementary school 
before killing himself, while townspeople sadly 
took down some of their Christmas decorations 
and struggled Saturday with how to go on.

Relatives of the shooter, whose mother was 
another victim, were at a loss for words.

“The whole family is traumatized by this 
event,” said a police official who knows the 
family. A family statement read: “We reach out 
to the community of Newtown and express 
our heartfelt sorrow for this incomprehensible 
and profound loss of innocence.”

Amid the sorrow, stories of heroism 
emerged, including an account of the Sandy 

Town grieves 
as answers 

remain elusive
■ RESIDENTS TAKE 
DOWN CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS

■ POLICE HAVE ‘VERY 
GOOD EVIDENCE’ IN 
SEARCH FOR MOTIVE

By John Christoffersen and Matt Apuzzo
Associated Press

See NEWTOWN, A2

CONNECTICUT SCHOOL SHOOTINGSMEDICAL EXAMINER: VICTIMS 
WERE SHOT MORE THAN ONCE

Molly Delaney held her 11-year-old daughter, Milly, during a ser-
vice Saturday in honor of the victims of a mass shooting a day 
earlier at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn.

JULIO CORTEZ | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Page A2: News me-
dia’s reports on day 
of shooting offered a 
slew of “facts” that 
proved inaccurate. 

Page A3: Condolenc-
es from across the 
globe mixed with calls 
for better gun control 
in the United States.

Kentucky Sunday, B5: 
A 1997 shooting in 
Paducah prompted Ky. 
law mandating school 
safety plans. 

  Fifty years ago, lanky, 
 loquacious Harry Monroe 
 Caudill of Letcher County 
climbed onto the national 
stage and tapped the micro-
phone.

For the April 1962 is-
sue of The Atlantic, Caudill 
wrote an essay none too sub-
tly titled The Rape of the 
Appalachians. He told of 
his native Eastern Kentucky 
mountains and the out-of-
state corporations decapitating them for coal through 
strip mining. An accompanying photograph showed the 
rubble of a demolished hillside.

“During the last 15 years, coal-mine operators have 
 systematically destroyed a broad mountainous region ly-
ing within five states —  Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, 
West  Virginia and Alabama,” he wrote. “By a process 
which produces huge and immediate prof-
its for a few industrialists, the southern 
Appalachians are literally being ripped to 
shreds.”

Few Americans had given much thought 
to Appalachia. Almost none had heard of 
Harry Caudill, small-town lawyer and fa-
ther of three. That was about to change.

The next year, Caudill’s  essay begat his first book, 
Night Comes to the Cumberlands: A Biography of a De-
pressed Area, about “the helplessness and hopelessness” 
of Southern mountaineers. That begat extensive news 
coverage of Appalachian despair, which begat sympathy 
for this “whipped, dispirited” corner of America.

“The mountains have become a vast ghetto of 
 unemployables,” reporter Homer Bigart wrote from 
Whitesburg that October in a story on the front page of 

CHAPTER ONE 

In 1963, Letcher County native Harry Caudill published a book that changed domestic policy. 
After his death, Caudill sank into obscurity, but his effect on Appalachia continues.

By John Cheves and Bill Estep
jcheves@herald-leader.com
bestep@herald-leader.com

CHRIS WARE | cware@herald-leader.com

Part 1 of a yearlong 
look at Eastern 
Kentucky since 
1963, when a 

country lawyer’s 
book riveted the 
nation’s  attention 
on the region and 

its struggles

50  
YEARS 

OF  
NIGHT

COMING UP
Monday: Chapter two — The perfect man to write an angry book

Wednesday: Chapter three — A nation notices, and help arrives

Friday: Chapter four — Night comes to the chromosomes

Sunday: Chapter five — A complex life, a mixed legacy

BUY THE E-BOOK
Can’t wait to read the rest of this story? Buy the e-book Fifty Years of 

Night now for just $3.99 and read the remaining chapters at your  leisure. 
Plus, you’ll get free updates containing the rest of this series as it is 
 published during the next year.

Buy it now at https://leanpub.com/night.

See NIGHT, A10

In 1963, Harry Caudill of 
Whitesburg published Night Comes 
to the Cumberlands: A Biography 
of a Depressed Area, which  shone 
a spotlight on the plundering of the 
mountains of Eastern Kentucky.

The book forever changed 
Appalachia.

On the eve of the book’s 50th 
anniversary, we begin a yearlong 
series examining the many difficult 
issues raised by the ground-
breaking work. Fifty Years of Night 
starts with a  five-part biography of 
author Harry Caudill, the man who 
focused the world’s eyes on the 
mountains.

Caudill’s story is one of a 
man who captured the attention 
of presidents, but whose despair 
over the fate of Appalachia later 
led him to espouse disparaging 
 and widely discredited views 
about the people of his home 
region.

Reporters John Cheves and Bill 
Estep tell his story in this multi-
part narrative format because his 
journey is important  in under-
standing the  path Appalachia has 
traveled since its publication.

Throughout the series, we’ll 
invite you to discuss Caudill’s 
work, the changes and progress 
that have been made over the last 
half century, and the many chal-
lenges that  continue to confront 
Appalachia — and to share your 
views on potential solutions.

Before 2013 arrives, we 
encourage you to pick up a copy of 
Caudill’s book. Read it for the first 
time, or re-read it if it has been a 
few years.

Then, over the next year, we 
invite you to read along with us. 

PETER BANIAK, EDITOR

ABOUT THIS 
YEARLONG 

SERIES

He brought the world 
to Eastern Kentucky

ONLINE
Watch a video of 
Anne Caudill on 
Kentucky.com
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Stocking stuffer: Order a copy of the Herald-
Leader’s 2013 Fields of Dreams Calendar, 
featuring pictures from chief photographer 
Charles Bertram of horse farms in Central 
Kentucky. Go to Cafepress.com/hlonline. Weather, Page C12: High 60, Low 51

859.313.3554

KentuckyOneHealth.org

Saint Joseph Outpatient Care Center

Just off Tates Creek & Man O’War

Next to the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge

Introducing Our New Outpatient Imaging Services
We’re proud to announce the opening of the Saint Joseph Outpatient Care Center. With hospital
quality service and care in an outpatient facility, but with lower freestanding rates, now you can get
a complete spectrum of imaging services, using the most advanced technology available for early
diagnosis. Our expert and compassionate staff is happy to assist you and answer any questions.

Our Services
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pital
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so here’s
the deal...

dealsaver.com/lexington

Buy One $10 Certificate To Use
At FatKatz In Georgetown, Get a
Second $10 Certificate FREE!


