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EDITORIALS

Has Governor Ford's

pledge on openness

become inoperative?
The months of November and

December, every two years, are
the months in which people who
are interested in getting legis-
lation adopted by the Kentucky
General Assembly ought to be
getting their ducks in a row.
Their sponsors ought to be in
line, their backers alerted and
the Governor's support con-

firmed.
And so it is with the people

who for the last two years have
been saying that Kentucky needs
an open meetings law. Repre-
sentatives of the Kentucky Press
Association and Sigma Delta Chi,
the professional journalism so-

ciety, have been taking all those
steps.
All, that is, except the last one.
Governor Wendell Ford, it

seems, is playing hard to get
on open meetings.
About a year ago, Mr. Ford

stood before the annual meeting
of the Kentucky Press Associa-
tion in Louisville and asserted
that he supported more open-
ness in government. He speci-
fically stated he would support
whatever the KPA wanted in that
subject area.
So in the intervening months,

the KPA. has drafted a bill which
would open most meetings to
public view and would provide a
simple, workable system for en-

forcing its purposes. A draft
of the bill was sent to the
Governor in mid-Octob- er, in time
for him to express his views
before it was formally approved
by the KPA executive board
Oct. 18.
Since that date Governor Ford

a
Have you bought your Christmas

tree yet? If not, this is to urge
you to buy it from one of a dozen
or more charitable organizations
which use the money for good
works of many kinds here in
eastern Jefferson County.

In Lyndon, the Recreation Asso-
ciation; in St. Matthews, the Ki-wa- nis

Club; in Middletown and'
Jeffersontown, the Optimists
every neighborhood has a similar
organization which makes a dol

The
It now seems likely that Surgi-cent- er

of Louisville will open its
surgical service for ambulatory
patients in St. Matthews late next
year about a year later than ex-

pected.
This will bring a new concept

of medical care to Kentucky, one
with great promise for reducing
medical costs for the sort of
routine surgical procedures
which traditionally have meant an
admission to a hospital and,
therefore, a substantial bill.
Under this new plan, modeled

after one in Phoenix, Arizona,
routine procedures (tonsil-
lectomies, hand surgery and the
like) will be done on a walk-i- n,

walk-o- ut basis. The cost in many
cases can be cut in half. No
wonder the Falls Region Health
Council was enthusiastic about
the idea last summer when it
approved the project.
What warrants comment here is

not, however, the promising new
service which Surgicenter seems
sure to bring us. It is the reason
behind much of the delay which
the firm has faced in recent
months.

When the Health Council ap-

proved the project, it placed one
condition on it; a transfer agree-
ment had to be worked out with

4'a local hospital so that if any
emergency developed at the clin-
ic, that hospital would agree to
admit the patient who needed
emergency care.

Try as they might, the pro- -
moters of Surgicenter could not
get such an agreement from the
local hospitals. They simply

David A. Schansberq. Gen. Manager

Promotion Mgr.

has not been heard from on the
subject of open meetings. And in
spite of repeated telephone calls
to him and to his press secre-
tary, Tom Preston, this silence
has been maintained.
It would be unfair to conclude

from this that Governor Ford
opposes the KPA bill. But it is
reasonable to fear that his
earlier pledge in support of ef-

fective legislation of some sort
is now inoperative. (It seems
possible the Governor may do
something similar to what House
Speaker Norbert Blume did in
1972: publicly promise to sup-
port an open meetings bill
drafted by former State Rep.
Peter Conn, and then act to kill
it in a closed meeting of the
House Committee on Rules.)
The power of the chief execu-

tive in this Commonwealth is so
great that if Wendell Ford wants
an effective open meetings bill,
he can get it for the asking.
If he does not want it, it will
not be passed. That's a damning
indictment of our legislative sys-
tem, but it is the truth.
So it is clearly up to Wendell

Ford whether the people of Ken-

tucky are going to have the right
to see their own government
function in the years to come,
or whether they will continue
to be the victim of fearful, inept
and sometimes dishonest poli-
ticians who function best behind
closed doors.
If you care about this issue,

now is the time to let Wendell
Ford know about it, and to ask
he declare his vigorous support
of the KPA open meetings bill.

lar or two on the trees they sell.
For this, their members give of
their time to tramp for hours
through aisles of trees, patiently
holding up tree after tree before
sceptical, unsympathetic eyes.
Our thanks to those many volun-

teers and our encouragement to
think first of these sources for
your tree. Our only regret is
that we have but one tree to buy
for our family. There are so many
good groups to support.

conspiracy
would not agree to accept Surgi-
center patients.
It is not that they refused to

accept any unknown emergency
patients. In fact, they all make
a big promotional point of never
turning a needy person away if
they really need emergency care.
The issue here was not
emergency care for patients; it
was competition.
The underlying fact is that most

hospitals make high profits on
short-ter- m surgical cases. Such
cases require very. few services
but pay standard fees. So when
someone like Surgicenter comes
along and offers first-rat- e
surgery at cut-ra- te prices, the
hospitals worry that some of
their most profitable patients are
not going to be around any more.
And so, prompted by the profit

motive pure and simple, our local
hospitals did the one thing they
could to block Surgicenter's plan.
They refused to sign an agree-
ment which Surgicenter had to
have in order to do business.
It was a classic case of con-
spiracy in restraint of trade.
Fortunately, the Falls Region

Health Council recognized the
problem and, in effect, waived
its original condition. As a result,
Surgicenter faces no more such
artificial barriers to its plans.

Now that they know the health
planners are serious, other hos-
pitals are themselves trying to
get into the out-pati- ent surgery
business. This is exactly what the
Falls Region Health Council
had in mind, and if it actually
serves to reduce patient costs,
so much the better.

Have you bought tree?

hospital

MAZZOLI
Si .i Jk . s '

'Be patient dear. They say they'll have bus service

along this road in 1977. '

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Voting machines and one-part- y rule
Dear Editor:
We have long enjoyed living in

a democracy primarily due to
the three bodies of government
and the checks and balances they
provide. If the United States is
to continue a two party system,
it may be necessary to consider
change in the system we use to
elect the candidates.
In Louisville, the Mayor's of-

fice and the Board of Alder-
men are now of one party, elim-
inating any balance. The mayor is
chief executive of the city, and
the twelve aldermen act as the
legislative body making any laws
that do not conflict with state
or federal ordinances.
After 319 of the 322 precincts

reported, the results were ab-

normally lopsided. The mayor-ele- ct

exceeded a two-to-o- ne mar-
gin over his opponent. Aldermen
of the same party won every seat
by overwhelming margins. Ald-

ermen-elect of the first ward
took 70 of the vote, second ward
took 68, third 69, fourth 70,
fifth 66, sixth 66, seventh
67, eighth 67, ninth 66, tenth
67, eleventh 66 and twelfth
67. What happened? Were all
the elected aldermen more qual-
ified than their opponents by the
same margins?
Visualize, for a moment, what

the situation would be if the Pres-
ident, House of Representatives
and Senate were of one party.

jr

Dear Editor:
Thank you for printing that very

informative article in your pa-

per of my Eagle project
Nov. 29). You will

be pleased to know that I re-

ceived two truckloads of items for

Although this is not the case
nationally, it did happen in
Louisville.

The elected candidates won with
about the same margin of dif-

ference. I believe it is safe to
assume many people voted a
straight ticket. I am the first to
acknowledge you can't change
the way an individual wants to
vote; but should it be so easy
to elect an entire party with one
pull of a lever?
Voting machines have been as-

sisting officials to provide a
prompt and accurate count since
1892. Today with our modern
machinery it is only necessary
to close the curtain and pull one
lever; therefore, satisfying our
obligation to vote.
These machines have been

tested in our courts through the
years. In the case Grauman vs.
Jefferson County in 1938, the
Kentucky State Supreme Court
ruled: the
framers of the Constitution meant
that a paper ballot with names
of candidates furnished." Ob-

viously, we can't return to the
paper ballot; but it is possible
for our voting machines to be
designed to make the selection
of each candidate on an individual
basis by eliminating the straight,
ticket lever. This action could
also motivate the public to scru-
tinize each candidate, and vote
for the man of their choice.

Gary Steiner toads up.

An Eagle sends 'thanks

(Voice-Jeffersoni- an,

"Unquestionably

the Day Care Center. I'm going
before the Eagle Board of Review
this week. Thanks again.

Gary Steier
7210 Shefford Lane

Editor's note: He made it; Gary is

now an Eagle Scout.

The use of voting machines in
the United States depends upon
the state legislature actions,
specifying conditions for their
use and setting forth require-
ments the machines must meet.
The state has 'the authority, to
change the straight ticket voteJ
and it is up to the public to ad
vise our state representatives
of our concern for change.

Jeff A. Smith
116 Burnley Rd.

Mrs. Chambers
has some
corrections
Dear Editor:
There were two errors made

in the reporting of the Jeffer-
sontown news, December 6th edi-

tion, which I would like to correct.
1. Mr. Ricketts stated that the

City Clerk for the New Direc-
tion Team was not in City Hall
as of that date because they
had written Mayor Chambers re-
garding this matter, but they
had not received an answer. A

letter was received by Mayor
Chambers; however, on three
separate occasions, Mayor
Chambers has talked to Mr.
Meyer about this matter.
As early as Nov. 7, the day

after the election, Mayor Cham-
bers talked to Mr. Meyer and
recommended that he place
someone in City Hall as soon
as possible. On Thursday even-
ing, Nov. 29, Mr. Meyer called
my home and this subject was
again discussed and Mayor
Chambers urged him to place a
clerk in City Hall as soon as
possible. Then on Monday even-
ing, Dec. 3, at the Council meet-
ing Mr. Meyer conversed with
Mayor Chambers again regard-
ing this matter.
2. The Mayor's outgoing pre-

sents were not paid for by con-
tributions from the City employ-
ees and friends. These gifts were,
however, paid for by the Tax-
payers Party of Jeffersontown,
as was reported correctly in
the Jefferson Reporter.

Mrs. Franklin J.. Chambers
3401 College Drive
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Adoption bill
gives him

a good feeling
By Romano L Mazzoli

U. S. Congressman
Third District

The Christmas holidays soon
will be upon us. For most of
us, it will be a time of family
togetherness, of reunions and
gift exchanges.
Since this is such a special

time for families and children,
perhaps it is an appropriate time'
to give thought to the plight of
youngsters who have no families.
Government at all levels strives

to afford compassionate care for
such unfortunates. Yet, quite ob-

viously, it is beyond the capa-
bility of government to repro-
duce a loving, family environ-
ment.
In many instances, through the

good-heart- ed, . and often self-sacrifici- ng,

intercession of
foster parents, the state is able
to place its wards in home situ-
ations where there is warmth
and love.
One particular irony that has

developed in many foster care
situations has been the forma-
tion of financial barriers against
adoption. Many foster parents
fall deeply in love with the
youngsters placed in their
charge. They would like to make
them full-fledg- ed, legally-adopt- ed

family members. Yet, to do
so would bring about the
termination of badly needed
foster care payments.

Kentucky acted

- Fortunately, Kentucky and some
25 other states have seen the in-

consistency in such a state of
affairs. To correct the situation,
they have passed laws authoriz-
ing the payment of "adoption
subsidies," which make it finan-
cially feasible for such families
to adopt foster children.
From the standpoint of the

state's finances, adoption sub-
sidies do not represent an ad-

ditional burden, since the state
already was paying the cost of
the child's foster care expenses.
The Kentucky adoption subsidy

law was enacted in 1972, after
I had left the General Assembly
to come to Congress. However,
this year, I have been actively
involved in Congressional efforts
to adopt similar legislation for
the District of Columbia.

As chairman of the subcom-
mittee which deals with social
services in the District of Colum-
bia, I was responsible for public
hearings, drafting, and finally
for managing the "finished
product" on the House floor when
it was taken up for passage.

On the final vote, the District
of Columbia Adoption Subsidy
Bill was passed 350 to 0 by the
House and sent to the Senate.

'Great feeling'

While this was not a contro-
versial bill, it is still relatively
seldom that you can walk off
the House floor without a single
vote cast against you. I'd be less
than honest if I didn't confess
that it was a great feeling.

The subsidy, however, is not
available to all children. Only
to those considered "difficult"
to adopt.
This includes children with

mental or physical handicaps,
children with emotional prob-
lems, older children, children
who should be placed along with
brothers and sisters in the same
home, and children "difficult"
to place because of racial or
ethnic factors.
It also includes any child for

whom adoptive parents have not
been found within six months of
the time that the child has been
legally available for adoption.

The subsidy cannot exceed what
the District of Columbia now
pays to maintain the child as a
ward of the District. So, there's
no chance for a bonanza to re-
sult here.

In human terms, the value of
such an accomplishment is in-

estimable. You simply can't place
a price tag on what it nieans
to give a child the sense of
identity and self that can only
come with being a "real" mem-
ber of a "real" family.

What these youngsters need
most is what we, who are more
fortunate, enjoy most as we cele-
brate the Christmas season. It is
a sense of family, a sense of
belonging. Being loved and loving
in return.
The thought that my legisla-

tive efforts have played a small
part in bestowing such an im-
portant gift is enough to guaran-
tee a very satisfying Christmas
for me. I wish the same to all
of you.


