
75¢ Newsstand
33¢ Daily Home Delivery

DAILY
Year 157 – No. 54, 20 Pages, 4 Sections      www.bgdailynews.com   Bowling Green, Kentucky

NEWS
Details, Page 2A

Tomorrow

46/27

Sunny
and cool.

Park CityPark City

FRIDAY
FEBRUARY 24, 2012

Classifieds ............ 1D
Comics .................. 5C
Crossword ............. 5C
Deaths ................... 5A
Faith & Values ...... 1B
Sports .................... 1C
Sudoku .................. 2D
TV ........................ 4C

IndexClarification
A quote from Kentucky Youth Advocates Execu-

tive Director Terry Brooks on Page 1A Thursday
was unclear. There has been a 20 percent increase in
children living in high poverty areas, a total of
20,000 more, than a decade ago.

Kentucky is one of 11 states where more than 30
percent of the population lives in high poverty areas.

Faith & Values
40 days before Easter
is a season of sacrifice
in liturgical calendar. 
Page 1B

Thursday
Pick 3: 3-5-4       Pick 4: 0-5-8-8
Thursday late
Pick 3: 3-2-7       Pick 4: 5-8-1-3
Cash Ball .........................4-13-26-31, 4
Decades of Dollars ..13-16-38-39-43-45
5 Card Cash ........ A� 7� 2� 9� Q�

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

COMING UP

Disaster preparation can
be lifesaving for those
with food allergies. 
See Saturday’s Wellness.

Dietary concern
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

Lady Scotties knock off
fellow regional power Monroe
in OT for tournament title.
Page 1C

GHS evens score

If approved, experts say it
could create thousands of
jobs, including in Warren
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The  Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Preliminary approval for a Tax Incre-
ment Financing project in Christian
County could ultimately mean up to
5,000 jobs for residents of southcentral
Kentucky.

“With (U.S.) 68-(Ky.) 80, this could
mean jobs not only for Christian Coun-
tians, but for residents in Todd, Logan
and Warren County on the one side and
as far as Trigg County on the other,” said
state Sen. Joey Pendleton, D-Hop-
kinsville.

Pendleton, whose district includes
Christian, Logan and Todd counties, said
he’s been working on the project for four
years with the owner of 110 acres in Oak
Grove, just outside Gate 7 of Fort Camp-
bell.

On Thursday, the Kentucky Economic

D e v e l o p m e n t
Finance Authority
gave preliminary
approval for the TIF
designation for the
expected $383 mil-
lion project, dubbed

Oak Grove Village at Fort Campbell. The
development’s website, oakgrovevil
lage.net, describes it as an open air
mixed-use design.

“From what I’ve been told, this would
be the largest retail entertainment facility
being built in the United States,” Pendle-

ton said. “It would mean a whole lot to
southcentral Kentucky and all of Ken-
tucky.”

California resident Lucia Albers and
her husband, Monte, bought the property
about six years ago, thinking it was ideal-
ly suited for development.

“She just thinks that now is the time to
move ahead with it,” Pendleton said.

The developer will invest $266 million
in the project, and is seeking $119.3 mil-
lion through agreements with state and
local governments to build the infrastruc-
ture. There also is a request to recover

$203 million of financing costs, accord-
ing to a state memo.

But no money would be returned at all
until $200 million was invested in the
project. It would come from taxes gener-
ated by the project, Pendleton said.

The state explains a TIF in the follow-
ing way: The “increased site value and
investment creates increases in values of
taxable properties and taxable activities,
which increases tax revenues. The
increased tax revenues are the tax incre-
ment.

Governor says even though his push
for change failed, issue progressed 
By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — The Senate voted down a
proposal Thursday to change the state constitu-
tion to legalize casinos in Kentucky, ending
months of debate on what had become a divisive
issue.

Despite the long history of wagering on hors-
es, Kentucky has never allowed casinos. And
many lawmakers were reluctant to change that,
knowing they may face disapproving con-
stituents in upcoming legislative elections.

The Senate voted 21-16 against the proposal
that would have allowed Kentucky to join sever-
al neighboring states that already have casinos.

“I don’t care what the other states are doing,”
said Sen. Alice Forgy Kerr, R-Lexington. “Why
would we jump off this cliff into darkness and sin
and addiction? This is terrible public policy.”

Sen. Damon Thayer, R-Georgetown, kicked off
debate on the divisive issue Thursday afternoon

By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Robbin Wells, who planned to campaign for
the Bowling Green Board of Commissioners on
a platform of city hall reform, dropped out of the
race Thursday.

Wells told the Daily News about her decision,
saying “health reasons” were going to keep her
out of the race. Wells didn’t elaborate but issued
a statement to the Daily News this morning.

“After receiving the results of a pathology
report last week from a recent biopsy, I find it
necessary to refocus my time and attention to
deal with a complex disease process,” Wells said.

Wells’ withdrawal narrows the field to eight
candidates. According to the Warren County
Clerk’s office, there will now be no May primary
for the City Commission race.

Wells made strong statements out of the gate
after filing for election about what she wanted to
accomplish. Included in that agenda was review-
ing City Manager Kevin DeFebbo’s role within
city government – Wells said DeFebbo had too

By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

President Barack Obama has
nominated Bowling Green resident
Pete Mahurin to become a member
of the board of directors for the
Tennessee Valley Authority.

The appointment, announced
recently by the White House,
requires Senate approval.

There are three vacancies on
TVA’s nine-member board, which
oversees operations of the multi-
state power supplier.

Mahurin, board chairman for
Hilliard Lyons Financial Services,
said he got a call from the White
House last fall asking if he’d be
interested in the post.

“I hadn’t lobbied for it and the
call stunned me,” he said. “So I
said, ‘Let me think about it.’ ”

The White House gave
him the contact informa-
tion for former board
members, including
Bowling Green native
Skyla Harris, and told him
to talk to them.

“I talked to them and
they said it was something
I should pursue,” he said.
“So I did.”

Mahurin said he
received formal notifica-
tion of the nomination a week ago.

“I’m not sure what happens
next,” he said. “The TVA people
told me that approval could take
five months to a year.”

As for what Mahurin brings to
the table, in addition to his experi-
ence in financial advising, he has a
degree in chemistry.

He said the three people whose

terms expired had a back-
ground in finance.

Mahurin said several
people have commented
on the uniqueness of
someone with a chemistry
degree spending a life-
time in finance.

“Plus I grew up with
TVA electricity,” he said.

TVA provides power
for much of southcentral
Kentucky, selling to utili-

ties such as Bowling Green Munic-
ipal Utilities and cooperatives
including Warren Rural Electric
Cooperative Corp. TVA provides
power for Tennessee and parts of
Alabama, Mississippi, Kentucky,
Georgia, North Carolina and Vir-
ginia.

“I think it’s exceptional,”
WRECC President and CEO Gary

Dillard said. “Pete is a very intelli-
gent, well-rounded individual with
a lot of business knowledge and I
think he will pick up on the world
of electricity quite quickly.”

Dillard said he has discussed the
nomination with Mahurin.

“I think he would be an excel-
lent addition to the board,” he said.

TVA board members are consid-
ered to be part time but receive an
annual base stipend of $48,900 a
year, according to Mike Bradley, a
TVA spokesman in Knoxville.

Chairman of a board committee
receives a $50,000 annual stipend,
and the stipend for chairman of the
board is $54,500.

Directors also are reimbursed
for travel, lodging and related
expenses they incur while attend-
ing meetings, Bradley said in an
email.

Heads up at

Mahurin awaits confirmation for TVA board

PETE MAHURIN
Nominated for TVA board

Health cited
as Wells bows
out of BG race

See INCUMBENT, 6A

Christian County TIF massive

See TIF, 6A

Senate
puts ax
to plan

GAMBLING PROPOSAL

Inside
BG’s TIF
on schedule
to succeed.
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See BESHEAR, 6A

Topperettes (above) sport cutout figures of men’s basketball coach Ray Harper while a fan wears one of football coach Willie Taggart (top) on Thurs-
day during the basketball team’s win over Arkansas State at E.A. Diddle Arena. See Page 1C for game coverage. Photos by Joe Imel, the Daily News


