
By Beth Curlin
Special to the Citizen

Chili Night Out bidders will 
be entertained again this year 
by the auctioneering antics 
of a local minister, Kent Gil-
bert, pastor of Union Church, 
on February 25 at the Berea 
Arts Council’s annual fund-
raiser at Berea Community 
School.  Decorations are be-
ing created by Aaron Knapp 
and Eric Crowden. Appetizers 
and cakes for dessert are being 
cooked up by members of the 
Berea community. 

Perhaps Gilbert’s most fa-
mous auctioneering feat was 
several years ago when the 

event was held during a ter-
rible snow storm. Kent auc-
tioned off  a snowball, to get the 
bidders “warmed” up, and he 
actually got $25 for it.

Gilbert has been a mainstay 
for the Berea Arts Council 
auction, cajoling audiences at 
the live auction almost every 
year since its inception nine 
years ago.  He wasn’t ever re-
ally trained in the skill, he said.  
Pam Corley, who needed some-
one to do the auction for a cat 
and dog neuter and spay pro-
gram to raise money years ago, 
knew Kent’s father had done 
auctioneering, and she told 
Kent, “You can do this!” So he 
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Research contributed by Clint Patterson

Though it seems too early to worry about 
wildfi res or forest fi res, the fact is the spring 
fi re hazard season started on February 15. 
Even with the wet conditions of the last sev-
eral months, there have already been 50 fi res in 
Kentucky that have burned almost 1,500 acres.

“Forest fi res are a relatively common occur-
rence in Kentucky,” Clint Patterson said, the 
Berea College forester, who pointed out that 
last year there were over 1,800 forest fi res in 
Kentucky with over 54,000 acres burned.
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Deadlines
• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

Madison Southern continues 
strong FFA tradition.
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Foley 6th Grade Wins 
District Title and Season 

Champs Title.
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Southern Students Experience Monster Skids
Madison Southern students in Driver’s Ed, (l - r), Newt Howard, Will Walker and M Jay Parson, experienced driving for the Skid 
Monster program in Southern’s parking lot -- a program sponsored by EKU. This is the � rst year that the school has brought EKU’s 
program to the school, according to Duane Cress, the instructor of Driver’s Ed. The two yellow wheels on the vehicles exaggerate 
small mistakes that a driver makes, sending the car easily into a skid with the smallest miscalculations. It teaches teenagers how 
to prevent skids as well as how to pull out of them. One participant recently had an accident on Valentine’s Day, when his car skid 
into a pole. When one student was asked how he felt after driving the vehicle, he said, “nauseous.”
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The Berea Community 
School Board recognized sev-
eral students on Monday eve-
ning, including the 14 juniors 
and seniors who were induct-
ed into the National Honor 
Society. Parents, friends and 
family were present for the 
candle lighting ceremony, 
with the induction of Chloe 
Atwater, Noah Fouch, Devin 
Hester, Sydney Sandefur, 
Hannah Williams, Marina 
Bagnoli, Emma Fraley, Ellie 

Hogg, Taylor Satterthwaite, 
Tyger Williams, Christina 
Benedict, Eliot Gardner, Ol-
ivia Jacobs and Natalie War-
ren. The criterion for mem-
bership in the honor society 
includes a minimum cumu-
lative grade point average 
of 3.35, three service projects 
without payment, one elected 
position, involvement in dif-
ferent activities and/or clubs 
and a strong character to act 
as a model for the school.

From the elementary and 
middle school, students were 
recognized for the Duke Tal-

ent Search. Students had to 
score at or above the 95th per-
centile on a national or state 
administered test, or score 
125 or above on a formally 
recognized IQ test to qualify 
for this honor.

In the elementary school, 
Mike Church, Caden De-
gregorio, Lola Cox, Breonna 
Durham, Maddie Cummins, 
Caitlin Fouch, Hallie Har-
rison, Luke Shehee, Brook-
lyn Young, Austin Horn, Evi 
Stefan, Macey Richardon and 
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The Berea City Council again heard from 
property owners on Highway 25N about the 
proposed fi ve-lane construction design that 
the state has submitted. Since many owners 
viewed the plans, and realized that the new 
design would take away a great deal of their 
parking, they have organized to try to stop the 
current design and get a smaller project going.

Chuck Conley, a residential property owner 
on Highway 25N, addressed city council fi rst, 
“It seems to be the council was unaware of the 
contentiousness of the issue. My real question 
at this point is if there is a reason why a 5-lane 
won’t work, what can we do besides fuss and 
fi ght.”

The Kentucky Department of Transportation 
already owns the right-of-way that they are 
proposing to take to expand the current two 
lane highway to fi ve. It had been purchased 
back in the late 1940s, when the highway was 
fi rst constructed. Since that time, practically all 
property owners adjacent to the highway have 
built on to the state owned land, many of them 
unknowingly.

Dan Sipple from Sipple’s Chiropractic stated 
that he felt disheartened, since no one had vis-
ited his business to speak to him, and unsup-
ported by the city council members.

Richard Bellando responded strongly to Sip-
ple’s complaints, stating, “There’s not a per-
son on this council who didn’t hear you, who 
doesn’t support you.”

Others informed Sipple that they had been 
speaking to City Administrator Randy Stone 
about the concerns of the property owners, as 
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Auctioneer Kent Gilbert above encourages the 2010 Chili Night 
Out crowd to “bid often and bid high”.  This year’s event is Satur-
day, February 25 at 5:30 p.m. at Berea Community School.

Berea Arts Council 
“Chili Night Out” 

Art Auction
Saturday, Feb. 25

5:30 p.m.
Berea Community 

School Gym

Tickets available at 
Berea Arts Council for 

$30. Also can reserve by 
calling 985-9317 or info@

bereaartscouncil.org.
To see photos of the art, 

visit www.bereaarts
council.org

Gilbert Auctioning for Chili Night Out 

Photo Submitted by MaryAnn Sowers
Students above were inducted into the National Honor Society at Berea Community on Monday evening; (l - r), Tyger Williams, 
Hannah Williams, Natalie Warren, Taylor Satterthwaite, Sydney Sandefur, Olivia Jacobs, Ellie Hogg, Devin Hester, 
Eliot Gardner, Emma Fraley, Noah Fouch, Christina Benedict, Marina Bagnoli and Chloe Atwater.


