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NATION WORLD

NEW YORK — Levi Aron 
pleaded guilty on Thursday 
to killing Leiby Kletzky, an 
8-year-old boy from the insu-
lar Hasidic community of Bor-
ough Park, Brooklyn, whose 
disappearance while walking 
home from camp and the 
ghastly discovery of his dis-
membered remains transfixed 
New York City last summer.

The plea deal with the 
Brooklyn district attorney’s 
office, to a charge of second-
degree murder and another for 
kidnapping, will send Aron, 36, 
to prison for at least 40 years.

Lawyers for Aron, who has 
a history of mental illness and 
had faced a life sentence, had 
considered using an insanity 
defense if the case went to tri-
al. Judge Neil Firetog told Aron 

on Thursday that “a defense of 
not responsible by reason of 
mental disease or defect would 
not be a viable defense.”

Leiby ’s parents,  who 
pushed for the plea agree-
ment to avoid a trial where 
they would relive the horrors 
of their son’s death, did not 
attend the hearing. Assem-
blyman Dov Hikind, who has 
served as a family spokesman, 
read a statement on their be-
half that said they were eager 
to have the case conclude.

“Today we close the door 
on this one aspect of our trag-
edy and seek to remember 
only the gifts that God has be-
stowed,” Hikind said, “includ-
ing the nine years Leiby was 
with us.”

On July 11, 2011, just days 
before his birthday, Leiby was 
allowed for the first time to 

walk partway home alone 
from day camp. Though he 
had practiced the seven-block 
route with his parents, during 
his first effort alone that day 
he lost his way. He stopped to 
ask a stranger — Aron — for 
help, a random encounter that 
would lead to his death.

After Leiby’s parents raised 
the alarm about the missing 
boy, thousands of volunteers 
from the Hasidic community 
and others took to the streets, 
putting up posters seeking 
information and offering a re-
ward. Using helicopters and of-
ficers on foot and in cars, the 

police joined in the search.
Aron told the courtroom 

that the intensity of the 
search effort caused him to 
panic. He smothered the boy 
with a towel and then cut up 
his body, apparently for easier 
disposal.

A day and a half after the 
boy’s disappearance, the po-
lice found surveillance video 
that led them to Aron’s home. 
There they found some of 
Leiby’s dismembered remains 
in the freezer. They found 
other parts of the boy’s body 
in a suitcase in a trash bin 2½ 
miles away.

Man pleads 
guilty to murder 

of Hasidic boy
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8-YEAR-OLD’S DISMEMBERED REMAINS

By Mosi Secret
The New York Times

Levi Aron, center, conferred with his attorneys Howard Green-
berg, left, Jennifer McCann, and Pierre Bazile in a New York 
state Supreme Court in Brooklyn on Thursday. A plea deal will 
send Aron to prison for at least 40 years.
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CENTENNIAL, Colo. — 
Attorneys for the suspect in 
the Colorado movie theater 
shooting said Thursday their 
client is mentally ill and that 
they need more time to as-
sess the nature of his illness.

James Holmes’ lawyers 
made the disclosure at a court 
hearing in suburban Denver 
where news media organiza-
tions asked a judge to unseal 
documents in the case.

Holmes, a 24-year-old 
former Ph.D. student at the 
University of Colorado, Den-
ver, had the familiar, dazed 
demeanor that he had in pre-
vious court appearances.

Holmes is accused of go-
ing on a July 20 shooting 
rampage at a midnight show-
ing of the latest Batman mov-
ie in Aurora, killing 12 people 
and injuring 58 others.

Defense attorney Daniel 
King made the revelation 
about Holmes’ illness as 
he argued that the defense 

needs more information from 
prosecutors and investigators 
to assess their client.

“We cannot begin to as-
sess the nature and the 
depth of Mr. Holmes’ mental 
illness until we receive full 
disclosure,” he said.

King said Holmes sought 
out university psychiatrist 
Lynne Fenton for help. A 
hearing was scheduled for 
Aug. 16 to establish whether 
there was a doctor-patient 
relationship between them.

If Holmes goes to trial 
and is convicted, his attor-
neys can try to stave off a 
possible death penalty by ar-
guing he is mentally ill. Pros-
ecutors will decide whether 
to seek the death penalty in 
the coming weeks.

The Associated Press 
and 20 other news orga-
nizations also asked Chief 
District Judge William Syl-
vester to scale back a gag or-
der that bars the university 
from releasing details about 
 Holmes.

Colorado shooting 
suspect mentally ill, 
defense lawyers say

By P. Solomon Banda
Associated Press

Residents held a rope as they fought strong currents along a flooded area in Marikina, east of Manila, Philip-
pines, on Thursday. A fresh deluge forced more evacuations along fast-rising rivers in the Philippine capital and 
surrounding areas where widespread flooding had been triggered by nearly two weeks of relentless rains.
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FILIPINOS BATTLE RELENTLESS FLOODING

HEFEI, China — The murder 
trial of Gu Kailai, the wife of de-
posed political leader Bo Xilai, 
began here Thursday morning and 
came to an end seven hours later, 
with officials saying that the defen-
dant and an accomplice had all but 
confessed to poisoning a British 
businessman who had threatened 
the safety of Gu’s son.

In a statement read to foreign 
journalists, the deputy director of 
the Hefei Intermediate People’s 
Court placed most of the blame on 
Gu, 53, saying she gave the Briton, 
Neil Heywood, a fatal dose of poi-
son as they sat in a hotel room in 
Chongqing, the metropolis in south-
west China that was run by her hus-
band until his downfall last spring.

“The criminal facts are clear; 

the evidence is solid,” the court of-
ficial, Tang Yigan, said.

A verdict will be announced at 
a later time.

According to the statement, the 
killing took place on the evening 
of Nov. 13 after Gu and Heywood 
spent time drinking together at 
a rented villa on the outskirts of 
the city. After consuming some 
tea and alcohol, Heywood began 
to vomit and asked for a glass of 
water, at which point Gu “poured 
poison into his mouth,” the court 
said. The statement said the poi-
son was prepared in advance and 
given to the family employee, 
Zhang Xiaojun, 33, who had ac-
companied Heywood to Chongq-
ing from his home in Beijing.

The court provided no further 
detail of Zhang’s role, nor did it 
specify who prepared the poison.

Tang also said Heywood de-
served some responsibility for the 
murder because he had threatened 
the safety of Gu’s son, Bo Guagua. 
He did not elaborate on the nature 
of the threat. Analysts believe the 
mitigating circumstances that Gu 
feared for the safety of her son 
lessened the likelihood that Gu 
would face the death penalty.

The court’s statement did not 
explain the “economic interests” 
that had prompted the dispute 
between Gu and Heywood, 41, a 
longtime friend. It also avoided 
any mention of her husband, who 
reportedly knew about his wife’s 
crime and sought to cover it up.

The trial’s brevity suggests Chi-
na is eager to bring to a close a 
scandal that strained Chinese-Brit-
ish relations. The British Embassy 
had no immediate comment. 

Murder trial concludes quickly, lays 
blame on Chinese official’s wife

By Andrew Jacobs
The New York Times

LOS ANGELES — Complain all you want 
about full-body searches at the airports, but 
federal data show that the nation’s biggest 
airlines are doing a better job of getting you 
and your luggage to your destination.

In the first six months of the year, the 
nation’s 15 largest airlines set a record for 
on-time performance and had new bests for 
the rates of canceled flights and lost lug-
gage, according to the U.S. Department of 
Transportation.

What’s behind the improvement? The 
Transportation Department attributes it to 
tough government oversight. The airline in-
dustry credits the hard work and improved 
service offered by carriers.

The nation’s largest airlines landed 
within 15 minutes of their scheduled ar-
rival time 83.7 percent of the time between 
January and June, surpassing the previous 
record of 82.8 percent, set in the same pe-
riod in 2003, according to the Transporta-
tion Department.

In the 2012 period, only four flights 
were delayed on an airport tarmac for more 
than three hours, compared with 35 delays 
of more than three hours in the same period 
in 2011.

Lengthy delays have dramatically 
dropped since 2010, when the Transpor-
tation Department began imposing steep 
fines on airlines that kept passengers on 
a delayed flight for more than three hours 
without giving them the option to return to 
the terminal.

In the first half of this year, the depart-
ment said, the airlines lost or damaged lug-
gage at a rate of 2.97 for every 1,000 pas-
sengers, surpassing the previous record of 
3.60, set in the same period last year.

Despite those numbers, some airline 
critics say other statistics suggest that the 
experience of air passengers is not so rosy.

In the United States, the percentage of 
seats filled on every plane has increased to 
the highest rate ever, as airlines reduce the 
number of flights and pack each cabin to 
near capacity, according to federal statistics.

Airlines are also collecting record 
amounts of revenue from fees to check 
bags, change reservations, upgrade to room-
ier seats, buy food and drinks and connect 
on on-board wireless Internet.

INDUSTRY, GOVERNMENT TAKE CREDIT

Airlines improve 
on-time service, 
baggage delivery

By Hugo Martin
Los Angeles Times

A security firm said Thurs-
day that it had discovered 
what it believed was the 
fourth state-sponsored com-
puter virus to surface in the 
Middle East in the past three 
years, apparently aimed at 
computers in Lebanon.

The firm, Kaspersky Lab, 
said that the virus appeared 
to have been written by the 
same programmers who cre-
ated Flame, the data-mining 
computer virus that was 
found to be spying on com-
puters in Iran last May, and 
that it may be linked to Stux-
net, the virus that disrupted 
uranium enrichment work in 
Iran in 2010.

The latest virus, nicknamed 
Gauss after a name found in 
its code, has been detected 
on 2,500 computers, most in 
Lebanon, the firm said. Its 
purpose appeared to be to 
acquire log-ins for email and 
instant messaging accounts, 
social networks, and notably, 
accounts at certain banks — a 
function more typically found 
in malicious programs used by 
profit-seeking cybercriminals.

The researchers said the 
target banks included several 
of Lebanon’s largest along 
with Citibank and the online 
payment system PayPal.

Lebanon experts said that 
a U.S. cyberespionage cam-
paign directed at Lebanon’s 
banking system would seem 
to be a plausible possibility, 
given Washington’s concerns 
that the country’s banks are 
being used as a financial con-
duit for the Syrian govern-
ment and for Hezbollah, the 
Lebanese militant group and 
political party.

FOUND IN LEBANON, 
ESPIONAGE SUSPECTED

By Nicole Perlroth
The New York Times
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