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Law enforcement officials 
are tightening the noose 
in the nationwide hunt for 
convicted rapist and former 
Army Ranger John C. Buck-
ley IV by investigating friends 
and relatives who might have 
helped him escape from the 
Fayette Circuit Courthouse 
last month. 

Lexington police said 
Thursday morning that an ar-
rest warrant had been issued 
for Buckley’s mother, Sandra 
Merritt of Colorado. Merritt 
is charged with filing a false 
report related to her son’s 
escape, police spokeswoman 
Sherelle Roberts said.

On Thursday afternoon, 
Fayette County Sheriff Kathy 
Witt announced at a news 
conference that John Lee Wil-
liams, 42, a former cellmate of 
Buckley’s, had been arrested 
for hindering Buckley’s appre-
hension. The sheriff called it 
a major break in the case.

Buckley was out of jail on 
bond during a three-day trial 
last month on charges of rape, 
sodomy, assault and unlawful 
imprisonment of an ex-girl-
friend. He left the courthouse 
while the jury was deliberat-
ing; when the trial resumed 
and the jury announced Buck-
ley had been found guilty on 
all counts, Buckley was no-
where to be found. 

Authorities have said he 
used his mother’s rental car 
to flee Lexington. Late last 
month, Georgetown police 
found the car abandoned at a 
Walgreens drugstore in Scott 
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The Fayette County Coroner’s Office 
has identified a man who was stabbed 
to death after apparently breaking into 
a man’s apartment.

Demerelle Lamar Hill, 33, died early 
Thursday after being stabbed at Lincoln 
Terrace Apartments. The man who wield-
ed the knife will not be charged because 
he was defending himself in his home, 
police said. Police would not identify the 
man who they said Hill attacked.

The stabbing was reported at 1:12 
a.m. Thursday at the Lincoln Terrace 
Apartments off Newtown Pike, Lexing-
ton Police Lt. Mark Brand said.

The two men knew each other and 
had a previous dispute, police spokes-
woman Sherelle Roberts said.

The resident defended himself with 
a knife after the other man forced his 
way into the apartment, she said.

Investigators interviewed the resi-
dent about the stabbing, and he will 
not be charged, Roberts said.

The attacker, who was stabbed in 

his chest and back, was pronounced 
dead at University of Kentucky Chan-
dler Hospital, police said.

Under a Kentucky law sometimes 
known as a “castle doctrine” statute, the 
use of deadly physical force on another 
person is justifiable when that person is 
thought to be “committing or attempt-
ing to commit a burglary, robbery, or 
other felony involving the use of force.”

The law is Kentucky Revised Stat-
ute 503.080.

POLICE SAY RESIDENT ACTED IN SELF-DEFENSE IN HIS HOME

Greg Kocher: (859) 231-3305. 
Twitter: @HLpublicsafety.

Man dies in stabbing; no charges filed
By Greg Kocher

gkocher1@herald-leader.com

Luther Mason  
has been a 

board member 
off and on since 

the 1970s.

GEORGETOWN — Long-
time Scott County school 
board member Luther Mason, 
charged with sexually harass-
ing a female tenant who lives 
in his rental property, denied 
the charges Thursday.

M a s o n , 
85, is charged 
with harass-
ment  wi th 
physical con-
tact and ha-
rassment with 
no physical 
contact, ac-
cording to a 
criminal com-
plaint filed 
Wednesday in 
Scott District 
Court.

Harassment with physi-
cal contact is a Class B mis-
demeanor punishable by up 
to 90 days in jail and a $250 
fine. Harassment with no 
physical contact is punishable 
by a fine set at the judge’s dis-
cretion.

Amy Burden, who leases 
property on Delaplain Road, 
says Mason put his hand on 
her leg without permission 
and made an obscene sexual 
comment to her. The com-
plaint says that happened on 
July 13 on the porch of the 
rental property.

Burden also alleges in the 
complaint that Mason repeat-
edly sexually harassed her by 
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State auditor 
investigates 

health 
department

Manchester: A health depart-
ment that serves four counties in 
Eastern Kentucky and has one of 
the largest budgets in Kentucky 
is being investigated by the state 
auditor’s office.

Stephenie Steitzer, a spokes-
woman for the auditor’s office, 
confirmed the investigation of 
the Cumberland Valley District 
Health Department to WYMT-TV, 
but declined to release further 
information.

The station reported that 
board members of the health 
department have placed long-
time director Kathy Fields on paid 
administrative leave. Fields is paid 
$91,494 annually.

The board declined to com-
ment on the matter after the 
meeting. In the meantime, Lynette 
Rinner is serving in that capacity.

The health department serves 
Clay, Jackson, Rockcastle and 
Harlan counties, an area of about 
110,249 people. Fields has a staff 
of about 245 people and an an-
nual budget of $20 million, one 
of the largest health department 
budgets in the state, according to 
data from the Cabinet for Health 
and Family Services.

Wanted: Lexington 
police officers

Lexington: The Lexington 
police department is hiring and 
will conduct a recruiting outreach 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at 
Fayette Mall. The application pro-
cess began a few weeks ago, but 
the division has room to accept 
more applications.

The division anticipates hiring 
two additional classes of recruit 
officers within the next few 
months. An officer will be at the 
mall to discuss the hiring process.

For more information about the 
hiring process, see Lexingtonky.
gov/recruit. Applications are being 
accepted online. Those interested 
may also contact the department’s 
recruiting coordinator, Officer 
Salina Riley, at (800) 755-6939.

Fact sheet describes 
state of forests

Frankfort: The most common 
tree in Kentucky is the red maple, 
followed by the sugar maple and 
the yellow poplar.

That’s just one of the data 
tidbits in a new fact sheet on the 
state’s forests. Another: Forest land 
covered an estimated 12.4 million 
acres, or almost half the state’s 
land area, in 2010.

The U.S. Forest Service’s South-
ern Research Station publishes the 
fact sheet using information col-
lected by the Kentucky Division of 
Forestry. The state announced the 
most recent edition Wednesday, 
with 2010 figures.

On average, the state’s 
landscape has remained about 
45 percent forested for 50 years, 
Leah MacSwords, director of the 
state Divison of Forestry, said in 
the news release.

The report says that Kentucky 
is producing more wood volume 
than is being removed by timber 
cutting or tree deaths, in part 
because trees are getting bigger.

The full fact sheet is available 
at http://www.srs.fs.fed.us/pubs/
su/su_srs057.pdf.

Guilty plea 
in 2010 killing

Lexington: A Lexington man 
charged with beating an acquain-
tance to death in 2010 pleaded 
guilty to an amended charge of 
first-degree manslaughter Wednes-
day. Travis Scott Hurd, 20, initially 
was charged with murder in the 
death of Perry James Shaw, 49.

Shaw’s body was found lying 
on the bank of a creek near Oxford 
Circle on Oct. 10, 2010, according 
to authorities. Witnesses told po-
lice Hurd hit Shaw multiple times 
in the head during a dispute.

In exchange for the guilty plea, 
prosecutors recommended Hurd 
serve 10 years in prison. The 
maximum penalty for first-degree 
manslaughter is 20 years in prison. 

Hurd’s trial had been sched-
uled to begin Aug. 27.

STAFF, WIRE REPORTS

Corrections
The Herald-Leader corrects all 

significant errors that are brought 
to the editors’ attention. If you 
think we have made such an error, 
please call our newsroom at (859) 
231-3200 or 1-800-950-6397 after 
9 a.m. on weekdays or after 3 p.m. 
on weekends and holidays.

Dr. Surjit Dhooper led a group of Sikhs who gathered in Lexington on Thursday in a prayer for the victims of Sunday’s shooting 
in Milwaukee. Mona Kochhar carried the candles used in the vigil that was part of the event.
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A group of Sikhs met in 
Lexington on Thursday for a 
candlelight vigil and prayer 
meeting. Mona Kochhar, who 
organized the event, said the 
small group meets regularly, 
generally on the last Sunday 
of the month at the Firebrook 
subdivision clubhouse. On 
Thursday, they met to pray 
for the victims of Sunday’s 
shooting at a Milwaukee tem-
ple and to let people in Lex-
ington know there’s a Sikh 
community here. 

PRAYERS 
FOR THE 

SLAIN, 
INJURED

Sikh women dressed in traditional garb for Thursday’s event.

A portrait of Guru Nanak, 
credited with founding Sikh-
ism about 500 years ago, was 
displayed at the gathering.

A Sikh woman  
at Thursday’s 
meeting in 
Lexington 
prayed for 
the victims 
of a shooting 
rampage at 
a Milwaukee 
temple last 
weekend. Six 
people were 
killed.

Patty Chattha, 
left, Herpal 
Dhooper and 
Jaswindar 
Laungani 
listened to 
speakers at 
the gathering.

See a photo gallery online.


