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official misconduct, Brown 
drove a woman to a remote 
location in Fayette County 
“with intent to obtain sexual 
favors.” Brown allegedly had 
inappropriate contact with 
her, in violation of “lawfully 
adopted rules of the Lexing-
ton-Fayette Urban County 
Government Division of Po-

lice,” the document said. 
The same day, Dec. 9, 

Brown also had failed to file 
charges against the woman 
after finding drug parapher-
nalia in her purse, according 
to another warrant charging 
him with second-degree offi-
cial misconduct. 

Brown’s charges also 
stemmed from failing to file 
charges against a man who 
was found with pills in his 
pocket, the second warrant 

said. He arrested the man 
for driving on a suspended li-
cense, even though he did not 
witness the traffic infraction, 
another warrant said.

According to policy, police 
typically do not file charges 
for traffic infractions they 
don’t witness.

Brown has been a police 
officer for more than 10 years. 
His personnel file, which 
the Herald-Leader obtained 
through an open-records re-

quest, shows no previous dis-
ciplinary actions against him. 

The personnel file contains 
dozens of letters of commenda-
tion for Brown. He received a 
Valor Award in 2006 for being 
one of the first officers to arrive 
at the crash of Flight 5191.

“You ignored the serious 
risks to your own personal 
safety while, despite lacking 
protective gear, you assisted 
Blue Grass Airport and other 
police personnel in battling 

the intense aircraft fire,” the 
document said.

On March 23, more than 
three months after his alleged 
indiscretion with the woman, 
Brown was placed on light 
duty and ordered to turn in 
his police credentials, accord-
ing to a personnel order. He 
was not to drive a cruiser or 
carry a gun, and he lost the 
ability to make arrests.

On July 12, Brown was re-
lieved of sworn duty and sus-

pended without pay. 
After the internal investi-

gation, Roberts said the inqui-
ry was forwarded to the city’s 
Law Department for further 
internal action.

Brown is scheduled to be 
arraigned Monday in Fayette 
District Court.
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WASHINGTON — In the 
background, in the aftermath 
of a horrific battle, uniformed 
men unload caskets from a 
truck. Philip Strub had to tut 
as he read the description. 

“That’s not how we do 
things,” the director of the 
Pentagon’s Entertainment 
Media office recalls telling 
filmmakers preparing to in-
corporate that scene into a 
movie. “Caskets aren’t just 
cargo. We always move them 
with full honors.” 

Strub was pleased when 
the director got the message, 
and the fallen warriors were 
treated with white gloves and 
respect. That was more than 
they’d gotten from their robot-
monster killers, of course. 

That’s the nature of Strub’s 
role at the office that over-
sees the military’s relation-
ship with the American movie 
industry, a department that 
dates to the year the first Hol-
lywood studio opened and is 
far older than the Pentagon 
building itself. 

Strub laughingly describes 
the relationship as “mutually  
exploitive.” Certainly, it’s one 
that American moviegoers 
see all the time. The Penta-
gon doesn’t keep statistics, 
but private counts put the 
number of movies the De-
partment of Defense has sup-
ported at more than 1,000. 

This relationship became 
very public and deeply par-
tisan earlier this year, when 
some Republicans in Con-
gress accused the Obama ad-
ministration of giving special 
favors to Oscar-winning direc-
tor Kathryn Bigelow’s upcom-
ing Zero Dark Thirty, which 
tells the story of the mission 
to kill Osama bin Laden. 

The accusation was that 
the administration granted 
unusual access, including 
meetings with Undersecretary 
of Defense for Intelligence 
Michael Vickers, in the hope 
that the film, now expected 
to be released in December, 
would boost President Barack 
Obama’s re-election bid. 

The Pentagon confirms the 
meetings but says there was 
nothing unusual or improper 
in them. House Homeland Se-
curity Committee Chair Rep. 
Peter King, R-N.Y., says he’s 
still concerned that the film-

makers got “special access” to 
“sensitive information” on a 
secret mission. 

“I am still awaiting the con-
clusion of the ongoing Depart-
ment of Defense and CIA in-
spector general investigations 
that I requested,” he said. 

Strub points out that meet-
ings with filmmakers aren’t 
exactly rare. In fact, Zero 
Dark Thirty didn’t get official 
Pentagon support. Bigelow 
got some information, but 
others get much more. 

The practice of supporting 
films is so ingrained that the 
Pentagon even has a price list 
online for military hardware 
leased out to approved films. 

An hour’s rental of an 
airborne command post — 
which in the event of nuclear 
war would serve as Air Force 
One — costs $72,000 for a 
movie the Pentagon wants to 
support. A B-1B long range 
bomber costs $50,529 an 
hour, and an F-16 fighter goes 
for $10,181 an hour. The bud-

get-minded could rent a train-
ing glider for as little as $89 
an hour. The rates include 
the wages of the military per-
sonnel involved in flying the 
planes. Tom Cruise would 
have been allowed to climb 
into jet cockpits in the 1986 
film Top Gun, but he wasn’t 
allowed to fly the fighters. 
Strub’s job is to nudge an in-
dustry devoted to fantasy and 
fiction toward an odd sort of 
cinema verité. He and others 
in his department pore over 
scripts of television shows 
such as Hawaii Five-0, even 
on weeks when the show isn’t 
featuring anything military in 
nature. That way, they can be 
familiar enough with the char-
acters that when they make 
suggestions in the future, 
they’ll be able to fit them into 
the way a show works. 

Most of Strub’s work is 
with feature films. His push 
for a change in the way mili-
tary dead were handled came 
in the filming of Transform-

ers — or maybe the sequel, he 
isn’t quite sure. This summer, 
audiences can spot similar bits 
of military-approved detail in 
films about war with space 
aliens in Battleship and by su-
perheroes against other-world-
ly gods in The Avengers. 

Before the 1960s, film his-
torian Lawrence Suid said, 
virtually every American film 
about the U.S. military had 
official support, which ran 
from advice on a script to the 
use of military hardware and 
installations. “What do the 
movies get from the Penta-
gon? Uniforms,” Suid said, 
half-joking. 

As for how the Pentagon 
benefits from movies, he 
wrote in the book Guts and 
Glory, “recruiting, as well 
as their efforts to inform the 
public and Congress of their 
activities.” 

The effectiveness of movies 
as a recruiting tool has never 
been quantified, but Suid notes 
that film helped each branch of 

service rehabilitate its tattered 
image after Vietnam. And it’s 
no accident that many of the 
movies the Department of De-
fense supports are blockbust-
ers, which attract teenagers, 
many of them approaching or 
at the age at which they can 
volunteer for service. Strub 
emphasizes that what he push-
es for is an accurate portrayal 
of the military, not a sugar-
coated one. 

As evidence, he notes the 
Pentagon’s willingness to 
support a movie — as yet 
unmade — about the My Lai 
massacre in Vietnam, in which 
U.S. troops killed hundreds of 
apparently unarmed civilians, 
and the trial that followed. 

The importance of support-
ing films has increased with 
the advent of the all-volunteer 
military, Strub thinks. 

“In World War II, virtually 
every American had a friend 
or relative in the service,” 
he said. “That’s not the case 
today. A much smaller per-

centage of the country has a 
direct tie to the military, so 
for many Americans what 
they learn about the services 
comes through film. It’s im-
portant that be an accurate 
portrayal.” 

Some classic films were 
rejected for official support, 
such as The Deerhunter and 
Apocalypse Now both of 
which had an anti-war mes-
sage, and It’s a Wonderful 
Life, the 1946 tale of a small-
town banker contemplating 
suicide that’s become a Christ-
mas season staple on televi-
sion. The list of films that 
received support would be 
familiar to most moviegoers, 
running from the obvious to 
the not-so-obvious: Top Gun, 
The Killing Fields, Judgment 
at Nuremberg, From Here to 
Eternity, Jurassic Park III, 
Invaders From Mars and It 
Came From Beneath the Sea. 
“We could never hope to buy 
that level of exposure,” Strub 
said. 
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“He was a light in the dark-
ness for thousands of Appala-
chian folks in need,” said Guy 
Adams, president and CEO 
of the Christian Appalachian 
Project.

Monsignor Beiting, who 
grew up in a large Catholic 
family in Newport, was in 
seminary when he first went 
to Eastern Kentucky on a mis-
sion trip in the mid-1940s. He 
was assigned to work in the 
area beginning in 1950.

Monsignor Beiting said he 
saw a great need to minister 
to the physical as well as the 
spiritual needs of people in 
the region, one of the poorest 
in the nation in 1964 when 
he founded the non-profit, 
ecumenical Christian Appala-

chian Project, or CAP.
“You couldn’t just tell some 

man to pray and have faith 
when he didn’t have a place 
to sleep or a bucket of coal to 
burn to keep his family warm. 
You had to do more,” Monsi-
gnor Beiting told the Herald-
Leader in a 1985 interview.

CAP has a wide range of 
programs in Eastern Ken-
tucky, ranging from providing 
food and clothing to repairing 
homes and operating domes-
tic violence shelters.

More than 36,000 people 
in 30 Kentucky counties re-
ceived services or attended 
CAP meetings in fiscal year 
2011, Adams said.

The organization also op-
erates a program throughout 
all 13 Appalachian states to 
distribute goods donated by 
businesses.

The Christian Appalachian 

Project is the state’s larg-
est charity, as measured by 
philanthropic impact, Adams 
said.

Monsignor Beiting left the 
CAP board in 1999. He had 
started a mission in Louisa in 
1991 that was later named for 
him, and he remained as its 
chief consultant.

Monsignor Beiting also 
helped other charities find 
buildings and raise money and 
pushed to start the Mountain 
Christian Academy in Floyd 
County.

Friends said Monsignor 
Beiting could inspire people 
to do things they hadn’t 

thought to do, or didn’t think 
they could do.

“He was able to see gifts 
in people that they didn’t see 
themselves,” said Sister Kath-
leen Weigand, head of the 
St. Vincent Mission in Floyd 
County.

Monsignor Beiting started 
working in Eastern Kentucky 
at a time when Roman Catho-
lics were scarce in the region. 
He often preached on the 
street to spread the word.

He built the first Roman 
Catholic churches in 10 East-
ern Kentucky counties, ac-
quired financing for six more 
and pastored several, accord-
ing to the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Lexington.

“Our diocese and the com-
munities of Appalachia have 
lost a truly exemplary priest,” 
said Bishop Ronald W. Gain-
er, head of the diocese. “His 

delight in the work he did, his 
love for the people he served 
and his passion for helping 
anyone in need never waned 

throughout his 63 years of 
ministry.”

Capria said that even at 
88, Monsignor Beiting got 
up early each day, celebrated 
Mass at St. Jude Church in 
Louisa at 7 a.m. and then 
worked many days until 10 
p.m. or later on various proj-
ects, including raising money.

When Capria visited Mon-
signor Beiting in the hospital 
last weekend, the priest said 
he needed to get out so he 
could meet with volunteers 
who had come to the Louisa 
mission for service projects, 
Capria said.

“There was no holding him 
down,” Capria said. “That’s all 
he ever cared about — help-
ing somebody.”
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BEITING Funeral arrangements
Visitation for Monsignor Ralph 
Beiting will be from 4 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday at St. Jude Church in 
Louisa.

Vespers and visitation will be from 
4 to 9 p.m. Sunday at Holy Family 
Church in Ashland.

A funeral Mass will be at 11 a.m. 
Monday at Holy Family, where a 
collection will be taken for the Fa-
ther Beiting Appalachian Mission 
Center. There also will be a funeral 
Mass at St. Joseph Church in Cold 
Spring at 11 a.m. Tuesday, with 
visitation beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Memorials may be made to the 
Father Beiting Appalachian Mis-
sion Center, 332 River Bend Road, 
Louisa, Ky. 41230.

Sign a guest book for Monsignor 
Ralph W. Beiting.


