
In March, a drawing by Strode
Station Elementary third-grader
Megan Huff will be seen by school
children and teachers statewide.
Megan was the first-place winner

of the 6-8 age group in the 2011
Adopt-a-Highway Make it Yours Art
Contest, which is sponsored by the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet,
and her drawing was made to dis-
courage litter.
The contest has aimed to increase

environmental awareness among
children for more than 10 years. It
also aims to educate children about
the effects of litter and change atti-
tudes about littering. Children ages
6 to 17 can participate, and are
asked to create a poster no larger
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FRANKFORT (AP) — No new
taxes and no pay raises will likely
remain cornerstones of the next
state budget, a key Kentucky law-
maker said Sunday.
House Appropriations and Rev-

enue Committee Chairman Rick
Rand told reporters he expects no
major overhaul of Gov. Steve
Beshear’s $19.5 billion, two-year
budget proposal. Lawmakers will
likely do only “fine tuning” to the
Democratic governor’s austere
spending plan, leaving state work-
ers with no promise of bigger pay-
checks.
“I just don’t see any way that we

can afford to do any pay increases
this cycle,” Rand said.
House lawmakers spent Sunday

meeting privately at the Capitol to
review Beshear’s budget proposal,
which could be presented for a
floor vote within two weeks.
Plans are for a floor vote be-

tween March 6 and March 9.
Rand said he sees no way to

strike the 8.4 percent in cuts that
Beshear proposed for most govern-
ment agencies because revenues
still haven’t rebounded sufficiently.
“It’s going to be awfully hard to

find money in this budget,” he said.
Beshear declared “the day of

reckoning has come” when he pre-
sented his budget proposal last
month. Only education, public
safety and a handful of other pro-
grams would be spared under his
plan to close a $742 million short-
fall for the two-year budget start-
ing July 1.
Beshear proposed $286 million

in cuts in the first year of the bien-
nial budget, but none in the second
year.
The cuts would be especially dif-

ficult for agencies that have al-
ready trimmed their budgets by
more than 30 percent over the past
four years.
State economists have predicted

that Kentucky’s economy will grow
over the next two years, and that 

See BUDGET, A3

Dr. Alicestyne Turley of the Underground Railroad Research
Institute at the University of Louisville was the guest
speaker Friday during The Generations Center Annual Cel-

ebration of Unity Black History program, top photo. Turley talked
about the underground railroad and of a slave, George French
Ecton, who escaped from his owners on Ecton Road just outside of
Winchester around 1865. Ecton made his way to Cincinnati and
eventually to Chicago, Ill., where it is believed he was the first
black to be elected to the Illinois 35th General Assembly. At left,
Edna Burley, left, and Geneva Simmons joined in the singing of
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” which is also known as the Negro Na-
tional Anthem, bottom left photo. Harvey Robinson, recipient of
the 2012 Martin Luther King Lifetime Achievement Award, reads
several passages from the Bible to open the program, above.
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Megan Huff, a third-grader at Strode Station Elementary School, won first place in the 6-8 age division of the 2011
Adopt-a-Highway Make it Yours Art Contest for this drawing. Her drawing, along with the other winners, is featured in a
calendar that was distributed to teachers statewide.
Photo submitted

EDUCATION

CASTAWAY CANINE: Sophie’s
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