
Tho social side

u foeafceir patrons sip vMh Henry
By Lucie Blodgett

A champagne party for Henry Fonda
after opening night? Why didn't we
get Invited!

More than 500 honored guests like
Harvey Sloane and patrons of the Louis-

ville Theatrical Association met In
the Macauley Theater lobby to con-
gratulate Henry Fonda for his superb
performance as Clarence Darrow
Thursday night.

(You can be a patron for $15 and
not get left out of champagne parties.)
Mrs. Thomas C. Mooney, an LTA
director, had seen to it that Henry
had enough to eat.

Her ladles had brought 3,000 fancy
party sandwiches so many that the
trays and boxes filled the entire box
office and barely left room for Mrs.
Kuth Redmond to hand tickets out.
Some ticket buyers couldn'. rdst
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copping a chicken salad or benedictlne
and of course the young law students
who volunteered for usher duty were
on the tasting" committee.
Mr. Fonda himself was overwhelmed

by the tray of "20 of the prettiest
sandwiches" that Mrs. Mooney ner-

vously proffered him.
Pooped after the hour and 45 min-

utes of being the only actor on the
stage, he declined in his sexy way.

'I really am going to be out to
dinner shortly," he drawled softly.

Mrs. Mooney got weak in the knees
and forgot to ask for his autograph.

"On stage they made him look over-

weight and old," she said. "But when
he got the gray out of his hair and
Into his own clothes he looked fantastic
for his age. He is 69 and looks 35.
He is a beautiful man."

As Mr. Fonda left, Mrs. Mooney had
collected an audience of her own. All
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the stage hands had gathered around
her to drool over the sandwiches.

20 best
So that's where the 20 prettiest ones

went. The crew deserved a treat for
the skillful lighting and stage effects
that helped make the play a smash
hit.

More than 6,000 playgoers enjoyed
the world premiere of Clarence Dar-
row by Fonda.
"It was an advance sellout," said

Bill Habich, executive director of the
LTA and manager of Macauley. The
theater seats 1.S43 and 20 extra seats
were added for the four performances
so that makes 6,25? people.
Mr. Habich added that this Is the first

time a play has rated that kind of
audience since Myrna Loy came here
six years ago for "Barefoot In The
Park." The most popular musical was
"Hair" in the present Broadway
Series.

The Broadway Series replaced
the Theater Guild offerings about three
years ago. Before that, we saw plays
in the Amphitheater sponsored by the
Louisville Park Theatrical Associa-
tion, now the Louisville Theatrical
Association.

A Jewel
The LTA gets a jewel in its crown

for bringing Henry Fonda here for a
world premiere. The board has been,
very active, getting an $8,000 gift
from Standard Oil presented by Mr.
Willis Price, and by getting $20,328
from Jefferson Fiscal Court.
This money plus special patrons do-

nations enabled the association to at-

tract such top-not- ch stars as Fonda.
The show Itself attracted a whole raft

of lawyers and judges from Kentucky.
Judge Henry Meigs and his pretty blond
wife were here, all dressed up for the
opening, which Included more than 300
lawyers and their families.

The Louisville Bar Association bought
a huge block of seats for their bar-
risters. They all understood every re-

mark Fonda said as he portrayed
the legal career of Darrow.

"I took up the practice of law and
haven't done a lick of work since,"
Fonda joked and brought cheers from
the law audience.

At one point near the end Fonda
summed up Darrow's philosophy
each person's life in the world is
precious. He defended more than 100
people accused of murder and none of
them were sentenced todeath, Including
the thrill killing by Leopold and Loeb.

This time he addressed the audience:
as life worth living?" he asked,

peering down into his matinee
audience which was mostly ladies. "As
I see a fine-looki- ng woman in the
seventh row, I say, yes, life is worth
living."

Tenth row
A quick check on my ticket revealed

that I was sitting in the tenth row.
Tenth? O rats. But wait, maybe the
floodlights have blinded him and he
can't see the first three!
Since this article wouldn't be com-

plete without a personal chat with Mr.
Fonda, I wrote a note to Room 828
at Stouffer's.

I signed the note "The Lady In The
7th Row and added P.S. "It you are
too busy to see me, remember that
absence makes the heart grow Fonda."

Oddly enough, he hadn't called by Sun-

day morning at ten. I called his direc-
tor, Mr. John Houseman, the Harvard
professor in "Paper Chase."

"This is the lady who wrote the note
to Mr. Fonda," I said.

"Ohhhhh," he groaned and mumbled
something Shakespearian. He is Bri-

tish.
"But look, I want to take your pic-

ture," I said hurriedly.
"That's nice but Tm late for the

airport," he said. "Why don't you talk
to the producer Mike Merrick."

I told him he should have taken a cur-
tain call himself and he said it was very
kind of me but Mr. Fonda didn't have
time to talk on the phone.

So I rang Room 828 and Mr. Fonda
said thank you for that note.

Panic
"Well, I just called to see if all

that coughing bothered you," I said.
"I didn't notice," he said.
Panicked, and searching for a ques-

tion, I thought of something. "My bro-
ther is a federal Judge in Kansas City
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and he knows all about the things you'
were saying in the play and where
are you going next so maybe I could
get two tickets for him to see you In
the play. . ."

"Chicago," he said. Tomorrow
night. "Its sold out."
Hostesses who made him the 3,000

sandwiches included Mrs. David L.
Chervenak, whose husband is president
of the L.T.A.; Mrs. Robert H. Roach
and Mrs. Ben J. Talbott Jr. whose hus-
bands are and Mrs.
Daniel C. timer Jr. whose husband is
chairman of the board.

Other board members wives are Mrs.
James M. Clements, Mrs. Philip
Faversham, and Mrs. Scoggan Jones
Jr. Board members who worked as
hostesses are Mrs. William T. Beam
n, Mrs. James P. Castlem, Mrs.
James Z. Hoffman, Mrs. Richard D.
Remmers and Mrs. Thomas Bertrand,
Other hostesses were: Mrs. John

Will, Mrs. William Baker, Mrs.C.J.L.
Burge, Miss Maryanne Wood, Ms.
Nancy White, Mrs. N. D. Richardson,
Mrs. Walter Cato jr., Miss Karen
Tyrrell, Mrs. James Tyrrell, Mrs.
Burns Brady, Mrs. James D. Hill,
Mrs. Richard J. Sears, Mrs. Cordon
Coe, Miss Geraldlne Bentley, Mrs.
Charles V. Covell Jr., Mrs. Ralph
Logan, Mrs. William Kenneth Lutz,
Mrs. William Seiller, Mrs. Karl N.
Victor, Jr., Mrs. William P. Pedon,
Mrs. Alex Talbott, Mrs. John Rlehl,
Mrs. Wayne Carroll, Mrs. John Critch-flel- d,

Mrs. James Hickey, Mrs. Wil-
liam and Mrs. Victor Ewen.
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