
That would have been a big story
out of Illinois if only Mitt Romney
had lost as big as he won. It would

have meant the Republican front-runner
wasn’t the Republican front-runner any
more, which has happened before in this
up-and-down-and-up-again race for the
GOP’s presidential nomination. Instead,
he won by double digits rather than just
squeaking past Rick Santorum as he’d
done in Michigan and Ohio.

But that story was promptly offset by
Rick Santorum’s wholly expected win in
Louisiana’s GOP primary. e odds were
always against the front-runner there. Re-
publican voters in the Bayou State weren’t
about to be swept off their feet by a candi-
date who had to force his y’alls and spoke
of “cheesy grits.” Talk about a stranger in a
strange land: No matter how hard Mitt
Romney tried to pass himself off as just a
good ol’ boy from Wall Street, his generic
American executalk wasn’t exactly
Louisiana’s cup of roux.

Whatever bumps and gaffes are still to
come, and they will, the Romney organiza-
tion grinds on in its methodical way, col-
lecting more delegates, campaign
contributions and endorsements.
(Florida’s Jeb Bush finally came through
with his after the results from Illinois were
in.) You can almost hear the Romney
bandwagon creak out of low gear — but it
ain’t in high yet. Not by a long shot.

Mitt Romney is a long-distance runner,
not a sprinter. His strength is that of the
party’s establishment, but so is his weak-
ness: a failure to connect with the true be-
lievers. e intangible magic that makes a
great campaigner has yet to make an ap-
pearance in all his well-programmed ap-
pearances.

What’s he missing? It’s what the great
communicators, the Ronald Reagans and
FDRs, had: a storyline. A gift for narration.
A mastery of the media they had to work
with at the time. Nobody’s going to be
elected president of the United States on
the strength of a spreadsheet, or because
he’s a great data miner.

Mr. Romney has the skill set of a corpo-
rate executive, but the American people
aren’t likely to be touched, moved and in-
spired by a profit-and-loss statement. We
yearn for something more — an aura. An
aura of greatness, a presidential aura, the
aura a great story casts. We live and believe
by stories. No wonder the Bible is full of
them.

e one and maybe the only affecting
television commercial the Romney cam-
paign has produced relates how the candi-
date reacted when a fellow executive at
Bain Capital called him one summer day
in 1996. As his associate, Robert Gay, tells
the story:

“My 14-year-old daughter had disap-
peared in New York City for three days. No
one could find her. My business partner

stepped forward to take charge. He closed
the company and brought almost all our
employees to New York City. He said, ‘I
don’t care how long it takes. We’re going to
find her.’ He set up a command center and
searched through the night. e man who
helped save my daughter was Mitt Rom-
ney. Mitt’s done a lot of things that people
say are nearly impossible. But for me, the
most important thing he’s ever done is to
help save my daughter.”

e story is indeed a riveting one: e
head of Bain Capital moved his corporate
headquarters to the LaGuardia Airport
Marriott Hotel. He brought the company’s
whole staff down from Boston and enlisted
volunteers from other big-name firms —
Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley, Price
Waterhouse — and sent them out search-
ing. Lawyers, accountants, suits of all occu-
pations were soon prowling New York’s
parks, nightclubs, waterfront.

Coordinated with New York City’s police
department, the search was as organized,
efficient and thorough as his business op-
eration. A hot line was set up, and after
three television stations picked up the
story, a call came through. It was traced to

a house in New Jersey, where the girl had
been taken after a rave concert. And she
was reunited with her family in a matter of
hours.

at story is far more compelling than
Mr. Romney’s 59-point economic program
or the disconnected series of soundbites
he employs in the place of thought on the
campaign trail. No amount of PowerPoint
presentations will ever be able to compete
with one good story when it comes to let-
ting voters actually know a presidential
candidate. 

e way FDR’s fireside chats gave a
whole nation the feeling he was talking to
each one of us. e way Ronald Reagan
could tell a story. 

Maybe that’s why, at this point in his
campaign, so many Americans feel they
don’t really know Mitt Romney. Or maybe
never will. It takes more than talking points
to wage a successful presidential cam-
paign.

Paul Greenberg is the Pulitzer prize-winning ed-
itorial page editor of the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette. His email address is pgreenberg@
arkansasonline.com.
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The Kentucky House has passed
legislation that limits the quan-
tity of popular over-the-counter

cold and allergy medica-
tions — again, only more so.

According to published
reports, the measure passed
now to the Senate for ap-
proval would allow folks to
purchase 7.2 grams monthly
of medications containing
pseudoephedrine, and up
to 24 grams each year.

An additional 7.5 grams per month, or
90 grams per year, could be obtained
with a prescription and, as we all know,
doctors would never prescribe anything
that was not completely necessary, and
then only in the correct amounts, so
since no one would allow someone else
to use medication that was prescribed to
that person ... yay! Good job solving the
meth problem!

Again.
State law already limits purchases to 9

grams per month, and a photo ID and
signature already are required, but the
new legislation seems to imply the old
legislation didn’t solve the problem, so
the obvious answer is to do it again —
only more so.

I don’t use meth myself. I can’t have
no-bake cookies in the house, either.

I have learned things about how my
body and brain works and, knowing this,
give substances that light up my brain a
wide berth.

Oh sure, it’s a radical approach, know-
ing how to survive my own physiology.
Some of my favorite people (Stephen
King and Robert Downey Jr., and some
closer to home) have learned the hard
way that the opposite of addiction is re-
covery, not legislation.

I don’t use cold medicines, allergy
medicines or over-the-counter drugs
(DO NOT get me started on prescription
drugs) and the like either, but this is be-
cause I am THIS MANY! years old now,
(see how many fingers I’m holding up!)
and still alive, so I reckon it’s possible to
live without medicating myself despite
the enormous peer pressure from every
side to do so.

TV and print and radio and every
other kind of ad imaginable insists I have
been assembled wrong and that there is
a pill for that. I can’t go to a doctor with-
out being offered a little something. I
can’t take one of my children to the doc-
tor without (both of us!) being offered
something that carries a risk of depend-
ence.

I have a sneaking suspicion that if I
used the pseudoephedrine amounts al-
ready approved, I’d become dependent
and would probably suffer physical and
mental injury over time (think: “Super-
size Me” only wired) and likely be unable
to function.

To my mind, the issue is not about
“use,” which is legal and allowable
(nearly required) but “abuse,” which is
ingesting the same ingredients, home-
made.

Seems to me the only differences at
the end of the day are semantic.

Remember Prohibition? Or, more re-
cently, living in a “dry” county? at
worked, right?

No?
Bootleggers were arrested, honestly,

as tax evaders. Maybe the real divide be-
tween “use” and “abuse” is who gets the
revenue from the consequences of addic-
tion.

Or not.
Meth is a destructive force. e user is

stripped of humanity and health, and an
ever-widening concentric circle around
users impacts innocent children and
communities who are harmed by the cul-
ture that accompanies illegal activities.

Communities demand — and deserve
— action.

Lawmakers do what they do and pass
laws. More laws and more police and
more jails and more foster homes are
ways to approach an epidemic.

Maybe placing additional limits on
substances addicts will get one way or
another will work.

is time. Again.
If not, I have a suggestion.
An overlooked precursor in not only

manufacturing illegal drugs but often
also in illegal drug use is fire.

Maybe the real solution to solving the
problem is restricting the sale and use of
over-the-counter lighters.

Now that I think about it, from charred
meat as a health hazard and lung cancer
from smoking cigarettes to air pollution
from burning fossil fuels and gasoline in
cars and house fires ... War, even!

Fire is the common denominator.
Might I propose legislation to restrict

the sale and use of fire?
Or is that just crazy talk?

Join “The Conversation” by posting your
comment on the Opinion page at www.am-
news.com.

We could just
outlaw fire

Joanna King
jking@amnews.
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One TV camera doth not transparency make
Aflurry of activity at the end of state

budget sessions is as much of a rit-
ual in Frankfort as madness is in

March. 
Unfortunately, part of this

routine involves negotiating
critical decisions concerning
the commonwealth’s budget
behind closed doors. 

So, while I was not sur-
prised to discover the hall-
way leading to Room 131 of
the Capitol Annex roped off

during recent budget conference commit-
tee meetings, it still felt like a step back.

Policymakers have come together in re-
cent years to make state government more
transparent. 

ey have agreed to require all three
branches to put their checkbooks online.
Gov. Steve Beshear has at least taken some
steps toward opening up agencies within
the executive branch through his adminis-
tration’s “Open Door” site. 

Yet when it comes to the most important
portion of the state budget decision-mak-
ing process, we still have roped-off areas,
covered windows and armed guards. 

is all adds up to a denial of access for
statehouse reporters, residents and even
lawmakers, communicating that they are
unwelcome in the room where negotiations
critical to the size, scope and priorities of
the spending plan funded by taxpayers
occur. 

At least Kentucky’s budget committee

hearings were not held completely behind
a veil of secrecy — unlike Washington’s
debt-cutting Super Committee that recently
met to do “the people’s business,” even
though most of the people’s representatives
were not even allowed in the room. 

At least a lone Kentucky Educational Tel-
evision camera was allowed to record the
negotiations in Frankfort.

Washington’s elitist-acting Super Com-
mittee, on the other hand, refused all re-
quests to televise their meetings.

Still, one public TV camera doth not
transparency make. No commercial TV or
radio news outfits were allowed to plunk
their microphones down in full view of the
politicians in Frankfort as they made last-
minute deals doling out our tax dollars in a
room with the blinds pulled. 

What’s wrong with the sunshine? 
If you’re going to allow a single camera

in the room, why not go all the way and just
allow reporters, other legislators and even
residents to observe the body language and
environment camouflaged by the camera? 

When I was a government reporter for
the Bowling Green Daily News, the newspa-
per’s attorneys would have been inviting
commissioners to clear out their schedules
for court dates had a city manager or mayor
tried to limit my ability to cover meetings
by forcing me to watch cable TV’s coverage. 

No doubt there were some that would
have liked nothing more — because they
were “more comfortable” discussing issues
out of the public purview. At least, that is

what I’m often told. 
at’s probably why some leading House

Democrats — who, as members of the ma-
jority party, control the agenda — report-
edly even wanted that lone KET camera
removed as discussions progressed. It has
been in the past.

But the camera should always remain,
and others should be allowed. 

Besides, do you really want politicians to
become “comfortable” horse trading with
your tax dollars? Do you really want re-
porters — who provide the only access
some Kentuckians have for what’s happen-
ing in their government — being forced to
watch the proceedings in another room? 

Our political leaders need to feel the
presence of the press in the room. Part of
full and complete pellucidity is observing
the nuances of the whole event, including
all actions, reactions and side conversa-
tions. 

Can you imagine asking fans lucky
enough to get tickets to attend college bas-
ketball’s Final Four Event of the Ages:
“What’s the big deal? Why do you actually
have to be in the room where the game is
played? ere’s going to be TV cameras
there. Why not just watch it at home?”

It’s just not the same — whether you’re
talking about bouncing basketballs or para-
noid politicians. 

Jim Waters is president of the Bluegrass Institute,
Kentucky’s free-market think tank. Reach him at jwa-
ters@freedomkentucky.com.
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That story is far more compelling than Mr. Romney’s
59-point economic program or the disconnected 
series of soundbites he employs in the place 

of thought on the campaign trail.


