
championship. Tomorrow
will be the last time this team
we will be together. But I am
trying not to think about that
too much and just play bas-
ketball.”

Miller says he’s not
thought about his legacy or
worried about it. He’s enjoyed
being with teammates and
says many of his former
teammates have sent him
Final Four text messages
wishing him good luck.

“ I am just enjoying the
moment,” Miller said. 

Calipari knows what
Miller’s legacy will be.

“His legacy's going to be
he's going to be a top-30
scorer, rebounder, assist.
Took two teams to a Final
Four. Don't know what the
end result will be yet, but two
teams to a Final Four, one to
an Elite Eight. Has won a ton
of games over his time here.
Is going to graduate. Is Ken-
tucky's own,” Calipari said.
“ey love him. He’s beloved.
He’s going to be one of those
guys 50 years from now,
they’re going to be talking
about.”

What Miller really wants
fans to be talking about is
Kentucky winning a national
championship. He endured a
freshman year under coach
Gillispie when UK went to the
NIT. He’s gotten close to na-

tional titles the last two years,
but this season he’s been at
his best in clutch spots and
that’s one reason UK will play
for the national crown.

“We never really put pres-
sure on ourselves. We took
every day, day by day, trying
to get better that day. We
were just worried about what
we control, that’s playing as
good as we can. We’re not
thinking about any pressure
or anything like that,” Miller
said. “Of course, people out-
side of us try to put pressure
on us. But we don’t listen to
people outside of what we
call ‘the family’ anyway. It’s
been basketball for us the
whole tournament. I think
that’s probably the reason
why we’re so successful.”

Teammates give more
credit to Miller than he gives
to himself.

“He has been very patient
and waited for his turn to
come,” sophomore guard
Doron Lamb said. “I know
winning a title would mean a
lot to him. He’s been here
four years, and every year
he’s got closer to winning.
Now it is his last game. We
are trying to win for every-
body really. But Darius is our
leader. I know he wants to
win a championship really
bad. He wants to leave col-
lege with a bang. He has al-
ways pushed us in games.

“Nobody can hate him.

He’s a guy you have got to
like. He does nothing wrong.
You’ve got to like him and re-
spect him.”

Sophomore Terrence
Jones, Miller’s roommate,
says he’ll never forget how
Miller immediately helped
him when he got to campus,
even though the two did not
know each other.

“He showed me every-
thing. I’ll never forget that,”
Jones said. “He took care of
me and did not even know
me. I just know he was a big
brother to me and took care
of me. 

“He is from Kentucky. He’s
been here a long time. When
you see Darius with dudes
you have never seen before,
and you know they are good
because they are with him.
He knows everybody, too.
He’s been here almost as long
as I was in high school. He’s
the old man on campus. I
think they have a wheelchair

for him and a special parking
spot. But he’s been one of the
best teammates you could
ever have.”

He certainly never com-
plains. Not when he’s played
with revolving rosters. Not
when he’s lost his starting
spot. Not when he’s been
blasted by Calipari. Not when
fans have questioned why he
didn’t do more.

“e rosters have always
been a little different at the
beginning of each year. We
have different talents, differ-
ent personalities,” Miller said.
“Coach Cal does a great job
setting the way we play and a
great job letting us all know
what we need to do. At a cer-
tain point we all get comfort-
able with what we need to do
for our team and then we just
play basketball.”

Miller says he has a “lot of
respect” for Kansas, a team
Kentucky beat in mid-No-
vember in New York in its

second game of the year.
“ey were a tough team the
first time we played them and
they have gotten even better,”
Miller said.

So has Kentucky. e Cats
had to hang on to beat
Louisville 69-61 Saturday, but
now the pressure is off. UK is
in the title game it expected to
be in, and there is no in-state
rival waiting. Kansas is good,
but now the prize is there for
Kentucky to take, and it is
hard to imagine Miller and
his teammates not grabbing
it.

“It’s a great feeling to still
be here. After we won the
other day, we all looked
around and got so excited,”
Miller said. “We are all happy.

I’m blessed to be part of this.
We’re excited to be going to
the championship game. But
now we have to settle down
and treat this as another
game. We don’t feel any pres-
sure. We just have to play bas-
ketball, something we have
been doing all year.”

For Miller, he’s been doing
it four years at Kentucky and
doing it well as his stats, wins
and leadership show. Now it
is one-and-done for him in
his final Kentucky game.

“He’s going to be in the
NBA next year, but we know
what playing that last Ken-
tucky game will be like for
him,” Jones said. “We all want
to win, but we really want to
win it for him.”
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Perros has three daugh-
ters, two who are away at the
University of Kentucky and a
17-year-old at Danville High
School. She comes from a
long line of UK grads and is
proud to see her daughters
following the family tradi-
tion. 

“I am just so happy we
came here, that I got to raise
my daughters here,” she said.

“We” includes her hus-
band, Mike, of Stifel Nicolaus
& Co., a financial services
company in Danville where
Perros also works part-time,
assisting her husband.

“I am a ‘people’ person,”
Perros said. “My husband
needed help at his office
when he changed firms a few

years ago, but I missed the
human element. He is actu-
ally the one who saw the job
(welcoming newcomers), in
the newspaper classifieds as
a matter of fact, and said it
sounded like something I’d
be good at.”

Perros has worked, among
other things, as a preschool
teacher in the past. is one
fact alone perfectly explains
her ability to immediately
make others feel welcome
and wanted.

“I just love getting to meet
the new people,” she said.
“To hear their stories of
where they came from and
what brought them here.”

Some stories, she said, are
tragic, such as a family who
came here as the result of
being wiped out by a fire.

Some are people, sad and
lonely, who have experi-
enced a loss and are trusting
that a complete change in
scenery is what will begin to
heal a heart.

Others are here because of
a job transfer to a local indus-
try or through Centre Col-
lege.

“I had one family that, I
had no sooner gone through
the door, than they were
telling me about their daugh-
ter who also had just moved
here so she ended up coming
over, too — kids, dogs and all!
It was like a big party!” she
said.

at atmosphere is where
Perros is most happy, she
said.

“We have three dogs — a
Golden and two mutts —

and two horses and two cats,”
she said, adding that horses
are more than an amuse-
ment but are also a part of
her family’s life.

“My mother and I, we
both have birthdays in Octo-
ber, so expect to find us at the
track,” she said. “You won’t
find us boxed up, either. A
beer and a hot dog, right on
the rail! at’s for us.”

Is this a family tradition
that includes her daughters
now, too?

“ey do like to come,” she
said, but said she is aware
this is a busy time in their
lives so she doesn’t want to
put any more on them.

Her youngest is something
of an activist who is agitating
for new laws to make the
things kids study in school

more realistically related to
future careers.

“She would love to get into
film,” she said. “She is a film-
maker already. Making a
documentary.”

“My kids have taught me
so much. ey have changed
the way I think, taught me
how to think outside of the
box, you could say. How to
open yourself up to being
present in everything you
do.”

is is a skill she brings
with her to work as well.

“I always get back to peo-
ple with answers to their
questions if I don’t have the
answer,” she said. “ere is so
much this area has to offer.”

Perros said her predeces-
sor took ill and retired after
working for the company for

many years. e transition
came at a good time for the
company since new privacy
laws mean the job today is,
essentially, an entirely differ-
ent job than before.

“I have to be part detective
now,” she said.

In the past, power compa-
nies and the schools just sent
lists of new arrivals, but now
Perros has to count on word
of mouth and responses she
gets to displays she has
placed in the area and refer-
rals from Realtors and the
Chamber of Commerce.

“It’s a really valuable serv-
ice,” she said. “Sponsors get
promoted, newcomers get
info and I get to meet peo-
ple.”

Even better, people get to
meet her.
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Lawmakers bust myth with open budget negotiations
By ROGER ALFORD

Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Lawmakers busted a
myth late last week when they reached
agreement on a $19 billion state budget
without retreating out of public view.

In the past, budget negotiators have
worked out details of Kentucky’s budget be-
hind closed doors with shades down, hall-
ways roped off and state troopers standing
guard.

Some lawmakers believed that was nec-
essary to reach accord. Others likely pre-
ferred to not let constituents see their
bareknuckle style of negotiations on behalf
of pork barrel projects. In an unusual twist,
negotiators this year allowed cameras from
the public television station KET to run
throughout the proceedings, capturing the
largely cordial discussions between Demo-
cratic House Speaker Greg Stumbo and Re-
publican Senate President David Williams
and their top lieutenants. Reporters weren’t

allowed in the room but were able to moni-
tor the talks via the KET feed.

David Thompson, head of the Kentucky
Press Association, said he was encouraged
by the show of openness.

“What goes on is not government busi-
ness; it’s the public’s business,” Thompson
said. “The public in the stockholder in gov-
ernment, and the public, just like a stock-
holder in any corporation, has a right to
know what’s going on.”

In passing an open meetings law decades
ago, Kentucky lawmakers excluded them-
selves from its provisions. And House and
Senate leaders have traditionally used that
exclusion to its fullest, shutting themselves
away to decide how to divvy up the public’s
money. Typically, only a relative handful of
selected lawmakers have been part of those
negotiations. All others are excluded, and
some, like Democratic Rep. Tom Riner of
Louisville, consider that unreasonable.

Riner, an advocate for open government
who refuses to take part even in closed cau-

cus meetings, said he was heartened that
the budget negotiations had some sem-
blance of openness this year.

“It should be the new norm, showing that
we understand that the public’s business is
be done in the light,” he said. “Special inter-
ests can get involved, and sunlight helps to
filter that out.”

What the public learned from watching
the marathon negotiations on the KET feeds
was that more than 30,000 government
workers will go without pay raises and some
200,000 retirees won’t get cost-of-living in-
creases in their monthly pension checks.

Negotiators reached an accord early
Thursday on the budget proposal that also
calls for sharp cuts to most government
agencies and programs.

Three days of intense talks ended early
Thursday when legislative leaders exited a
conference room with a tentative deal on
the two-year, $19 billion spending plan.

The agreement called for 8.4 percent
spending cuts, which will be especially dif-

ficult for agencies that have already
trimmed their budgets by more than 30 per-
cent over the past four years.

One issue of contention involved how
revenue from the state’s tax on mined coal
would be appropriated, including $6 mil-
lion that House Democrats want to use to
provide scholarships to Appalachian col-
lege students.

The cameras rolled as Stumbo and
Williams reached a compromise that ex-
tended the scholarships to college students
in all of Kentucky’s coal-producing counties,
including those in western Kentucky.

Rep. Jim Wayne, another open govern-
ment advocate, said he would have liked to
have seen an even more open process. He
said he’s hopeful the KET cameras will be
just the start of what will become a com-
pletely open process.

“It’s the people’s money,” Wayne said.
“It’s not our money. We’re just up here try-
ing to spread it around as evenly as possi-
ble.”

“It seems every time we
take a step forward, we’re
dealt another blow,” An-
derson said. “But we’ve
not missed a year, even
with all the tragedies.”

The Mercer County Fair
and Horse Show is the
longest running fair and
horse show in the United
States. The 185th annual
event will be July 16-28.

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Harrodsburg Fire Department Capt. Joe Monroe sprays water on some hot spots today after one of the barns at the Mercer County Fairgrounds
caught fire and burned.
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“It seems every
time we take a
step forward,

we’re dealt 
another blow.
But we’ve not
missed a year,

even with all the
tragedies.”

Jay Anderson


