
YANGON, Myanmar —
Aung San Suu Kyi claimed
victory Monday in Myan-
mar’s historic by-election,
saying she hoped it would
mark the beginning of a new
era for the long-repressed
country.
Suu Kyi spoke to thou-

sands of cheering supporters
who gathered outside her
opposition party headquar-
ters a day after her party de-
clared she had won a
parliamentary seat in the
closely watched vote.
The Election Commission

has not yet confirmed the re-
sults, but government offi-
cials have commented on
Suu Kyi’s victory and the
people of Myanmar have re-
acted with jubilation.
“The success we are hav-

ing is the success of the peo-
ple,” Suu Kyi said, as a sea of
supporters chanted her
name and thrust their hands
into the air to flash “V’’ for
victory signs.
“It is not so much our tri-

umph as a triumph of the
people who have decided
that they have to be involved
in the political process in this
country,” she said. “We hope
this will be the beginning of
a new era.”
If confirmed, Suu Kyi will

take public office for the first
time and lead a small bloc of
lawmakers from her opposi-
tion National League for
Democracy in Myanmar’s
military-dominated Parlia-
ment.
The victory would mark a

major milestone in the
Southeast Asian nation,
which is emerging from a
ruthless era of military rule,
and also an astonishing re-
versal of fortune for a
woman who became one of
the world’s most prominent
prisoners of conscience.

Nay Zin Latt, an adviser to
President Thein Sein, told
The Associated Press he was
“not really surprised that the
NLD had won a majority of
seats” in the by-election.
Asked if Suu might be given
a Cabinet post, he said:
“Everything is possible. She
could be given any position
of responsibility because of
her capacity.”
Unofficial counts contin-

ued to trickle in Monday
from poll watchers within
Suu Kyi’s party, and
spokesman Han Than said
the opposition had won at
least 43 of the 44 parliament
seats it had contested. Those
included all four seats up for
grabs in the capital, Naypy-
itaw, which is populated by
civil servants and would be
an embarrassing sign of de-
feat for the government.
An official from the Elec-

tion Commission said its re-
gional office for Yangon had
confirmed that Suu Kyi’s
party had won all six con-
stituencies contested in Yan-
gon and that full results from
remote areas were expected
by midweek. The official
spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was
not allowed to speak to the
media.
The former junta had kept

Suu Kyi imprisoned in her
lakeside home for the better
part of two decades. When
she was finally released in
late 2010, just after a general
election that was deemed by
most as neither free nor fair,
few could have imagined she
would so quickly make the
leap from democracy advo-
cate to elected official —
opening the way for a poten-
tial presidential run in 2015.
But Myanmar has

changed dramatically over
that time. The junta finally
ceded power last year, and
although many of its leaders
merely swapped their mili-
tary uniforms for civilian

suits, they went on to stun
even their staunchest critics
by releasing political prison-
ers, signing cease-fires with
rebels, relaxing press censor-
ship and opening a direct di-
alogue with Suu Kyi, who
was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1991 while
under house arrest.
Hoping to convince the

international community of
its progress, Myanmar in-
vited dozens of Western and
Asian election observers to
monitor the vote and
granted visas to hundreds of
foreign journalists.
Suu Kyi herself said Friday

that campaigning had been
marred by irregularities and
could not be considered fair
— allegations her party reit-
erated Sunday.
Malgorzata Wasilewska,

head of the European
Union’s observer team,
called the voting process
“convincing enough” but
stopped short of declaring it
credible yet. “In the polling
stations that I visited ... I saw
plenty of good practice and
good will, which is very im-
portant,” she said.
The United States and the

European Union have said
that the fairness of the voting
will be a major factor in their
decision on whether to lift
economic sanctions that
were imposed to penalize
the former junta.
U.S. Secretary of State

Hillary Rodham Clinton
congratulated Myanmar for
holding the poll. Speaking at
a news conference in Istan-
bul, Turkey, she said Wash-
ington was committed to
supporting the country’s re-
form effort.
“Even the most repressive

regimes can reform, and
even the most closed soci-
eties can open,” she said.
The topdown revolution

has left Myanmar befuddled
and wondering how it hap-
pened — or at least, why

now? One theory says the
military-backed regime had
long been desperate for le-
gitimacy and a lifting of
Western sanctions, and its
leadership had quietly rec-
ognized that their impover-
ished country, formerly
known as Burma, had fallen
far behind the rest of sky-
scraper-rich Asia.
Sunday’s by-election was

called to fill 45 vacant seats

in Myanmar’s 664-member
bicameral assembly, and the
military-backed government
had little to lose by holding
it. The last vote had already
been engineered in their
favor — the army was allot-
ted 25 percent of the seats,
and the ruling party won
most of the rest.
David Scott Mathieson, an

expert on Myanmar for
Human Rights Watch, said

“the real danger of the by-
elections is the overblown
expectations many in the
West have cast on them.”
“The hard work really

does start afterward,” he
said. “Constitutional reform,
legal reform, tackling sys-
temic corruption, sustain-
able economic
development, continued
human rights challenges ...
will take many years.”
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MOSCOW (AP) — A pas-
senger plane crashed in
Siberia shortly after taking
off Monday morning, killing
31 of the 43 people on
board, Russian emergency
officials said. The 12 sur-
vivors were hospitalized in
serious condition.
The ATR-72, a French-

Italian-made twin-engine
turboprop, operated by
UTair was flying from Tyu-
men to the oil town of
Surgut with 39 passengers
and four crew.
The aircraft went down

on a snowy field outside
Tyumen, a regional center in
Siberia about 1,700 kilome-
ters (1,000 miles) east of
Moscow. The cause of the
crash was not immediately
clear.
UTair published a list of

the passengers and crew,
and none of them appeared
to be foreigners.
The Emergency Situa-

tions Ministry gave the fig-
ures for the dead and for
survivors.

Russia has seen a string of
deadly crashes in recent
years. Some have been
blamed on the use of aging
Soviet-era aircraft, but in-
dustry experts point to a
number of other problems,
including poor crew train-
ing, crumbling airports, lax
government controls and
widespread neglect of safety
in the pursuit of profits.
Pilot error was blamed for

a September crash in
Yaroslavl, a Russian city 250
kilometers (150 miles)
northeast of Moscow, that
killed 44 people, including a
professional hockey team.
Pilot error and fog also

were ruled the main causes
of a crash in April 2010 that
killed Poland’s president
and 95 other people as their
plane was trying to land
near Smolensk, in western
Russia.
The ATR-72 has been in-

volved in several accidents
in past years.
Most recently, one went

down in bad weather in
Cuba in November 2010,
killing all 68 people on
board. Cuban aviation offi-

cials said the investigation
showed there was nothing
wrong with the aircraft.

In August 2009, an ATR-
72 flown by Bangkok Air-
ways skidded off the runway

and crashed into a building
after landing in stormy
weather on the Thai resort

island of Samui, killing the
pilot and injuring seven
people.
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Plane crash in
Siberia kills 31
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Russian Emergency Ministry rescuers search the site of the ATR-72 plane crash outside Tyumen, a major regional center in Siberia, Russia,
Monday. A passenger plane crashed in Siberia shortly after taking off on Monday morning, killing 32 of the 43 people on board, Russian emergency
officials said.
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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama is con-
vening a summit with
leaders from Mexico and
Canada today that aims to
boost a fragile recovery
and grapple with thorny
energy issues against a
backdrop of painfully high
gas prices.
The session at the White

House is a make-good for a
planned meeting last No-
vember in Hawaii on the

sidelines of the Asia-Pacific
summit. Obama ended up
meeting just with Cana-
dian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper when
Mexican President Felipe
Calderon’s top deputy was
killed in a helicopter crash.
Sure to feature promi-

nently in Monday’s Oval
Office session: Mexico’s
role as a major oil exporter
and the controversial Key-
stone XL oil pipeline from
Canada that Obama has
shelved pending further
review.

Republicans denounced
Obama’s move as a blow to
job-creation and U.S. en-
ergy needs. But he main-
tains GOP leaders in
Congress forced his hand
by insisting on a decision
before an acceptable
pipeline route was found.
The pipeline would link

Alberta’s oil sands to the
U.S. Gulf Coast, but it could
have a huge local environ-
mental impact and cause a
major uptick in green-
house gases blamed for
global warming.
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