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SPORTS Miller says Cats ignoring rival game — B3

WINCHESTER

The Kentucky Economic Devel-
opment Finance Authority ap-
proved a proposal Thursday that
would give $10.25 million in Ken-
tucky business incentives to a sub-
sidiary of Amazon.com, should it
choose to open a $20-million cus-
tomer support center in Winches-

ter. 
To receive the full tax credit from

the state, the company, AMZN.wacs
Inc, would have to create 550 full-
time jobs and 600 part-time and
seasonal jobs, said Todd Denham,
executive director of the Winches-
ter-Clark County Industrial Author-
ity. The jobs would have an average
hourly pay of $20.33 with benefits. 
The 70,000-square-foot center,

Denham said, would be built on a
seven-acre site to be determined. 
The agency also approved a

$250,000 economic development
grant agreement for the project.
That money would also be issued to
AMZN from the state, should it
choose to locate in Winchester. At a
Winchester Board of Commission-
ers meeting last week, commission-
ers voted to approve a resolution to

allow the City of Winchester to
enter into the agreement. 
Because  Winchester entered

into a confidentiality agreement
with AMZN, the project was dubbed
Project Rock until the company
name could be released. 
Denham said he and local lead-

ers have been working on the proj-
ect since October. The approval of
the business incentives, he said,
does not mean it’s a done deal. 
“We are still working with the

client to continue this process, and

we hope to continue to move for-
ward to have this project come to
fruition very soon,” he said. “This is
going to have such an impact on
our community, our region, the
state, and we’re very excited, and
there’s a whole lot of people that
have worked very hard to get us
this far, so ... we hope to have an
announcement on this sometime in
the near future.” 
Later in the meeting, the agency

approved a proposal that would 
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Incentives approved for new job prospects
Amazon subsidiary could bring 1,150 jobs 

By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun

FRANKFORT (AP) — More
than 30,000 government work-
ers will go without pay raises
and some 200,000 retirees
won’t get cost-of-living in-
creases in their monthly pen-
sion checks under a
bare-bones budget proposal
that legislative leaders have
agreed to present to their col-
leagues for floor votes Friday.
Negotiators reached an ac-

cord early Thursday on the
budget proposal that also calls
for sharp cuts to most govern-
ment agencies and programs.
“This is a budget that re-

flects the toughest economy
we’ve faced since the Great
Depression,” said House Floor
Leader Rocky Adkins, D-Sandy
Hook. “All of us wish we could
do more, but the revenues just
are not there to do what we
would like to do.”
Three days of intense talks

ended early Thursday morning
when legislative leaders exited
a conference room with a ten-
tative deal on the two-year,
$19 billion spending plan that
still needs approval from the
full House and Senate.
The House and Senate will

consider the measure late Fri-
day with only one day to spare
before the end of the legisla-
tive session.
Meanwhile, negotiators

were set to tackle the state’s
road budget on Thursday, a
$3.5 billion construction plan
that will likely involve another
round of marathon negotia-
tions.
Lawmakers also are pushing

to pass Gov. Steve Beshear’s
tax amnesty plan that he be-
lieves could collect a badly
needed $55 million over the
next two years. It would be the
state’s first offer of tax
amnesty in a decade, and
would forgive some penalties if
people come forward and pay
their taxes.
With time running out in 
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Battle continues over painkiller legislation
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PRESCRIPTION PILL PROBLEM

FRANKFORT (AP) — A
House bill would give the
Kentucky attorney general’s
office the responsibility of
tracking doctors who over-
prescribe painkillers, and a
version passed by the Senate
would sharply limit the num-
ber of prosecutors given ac-
cess to the monitoring data.

The measure, approved
late Wednesday afternoon by
the Senate, is now in the
House Rules Committee. It
will likely go to a conference
committee to work out differ-
ences between the House
and Senate versions before
the state Legislature’s 2012
regular session ends April 12.

Aimed at curbing drug
abuse, the original bill pro-
posed by Democratic
Speaker of the House Greg
Stumbo of Prestonsburg
would have given prosecutors
access to prescription infor-
mation under KASPER, the
Kentucky All Schedule Pre-
scription Electronic Monitor-

ing Program.
Sen. Tom Jensen, R-Lon-

don, who led the effort to
pass the bill in that chamber,
put forward several signifi-
cant changes, including what
he called “gatekeeper provi-
sions” to alleviate doctors’
fears of “free for all” investi-
gations.

Jensen’s version would
create a unit in the attorney
general’s office of no more
than 20 employees who
would have access to
KASPER data, and those em-
ployees would have to be
trained in its use. They could
share the data with police, 
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A soccer ball is hurled from a large wooden catapult after Keyton
Rogers, kneeling, releases the firing mechanism during a medieval
time project for seventh grade students attending Conkwright Mid-
dle School. Watching were Conkwright sixth grade students. Stu-
dents in a pre-algebra class taught by Stacey McKenzie built
catapults and trebuchets of various sizes and put them to the test
behind the school. Distance and time in the air was recorded for
the students to create a graph and to calculate the speed the object
traveled. See page A9 in today’s Sun for an additional photo and
the winners of each class.

Seventh grade Conkwright students watch and record the time and distance each
student’s object traveled after being launched from a catapult, above photo.
Watching are, from left, Taylor Kincaid, Laura Graves, Lindsey Highley, Jessica
Web, Lela Egger, Kennedy Williams, Emma Mork and Grace Quisenberry. Jessica
Webb watches a small rubber ball leaves her trebuchet built with plastic plumbing
pipe as part of her seventh grade medieval time project, right photo. Forty-eight
students created catapults or trebuchets from various materials, including one
that was built out of Legos.
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