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What a glorious sight the big red sun 
made as it climbed above the ridge tops 
of the Ohio River Valley.

I stood there and admired the scene 
for a few moments and then discovered 
the sunrise wasn’t the only thing that de-
manded my attention. As it turned out, 
there was lots going on around my home 
that was out of the ordinary.

After fi nishing off a little breakfast, 
I opened the front door to see if my two 
dogs, Maggie and Honey, were ready to 
begin the day. To my surprise, the whole 
yard was fi lled with birds. And not just 
any kind of birds either, but robins. 
There were dozens of them. Beginning 
the day with a beautiful sunrise and an 
army of robins made me stop and think 
for a while.

I walked outside and noticed some-
thing new in the landscaping that sur-

Something exciting is going on all 
around us.

For months, most mornings have 
been pretty much the same around my 
house. I stumble into the kitchen and 
look out the window as I wait for the 
coffee to perk. I look but it has been a 
long time since I have seen anything 
because it has been so dark. 

Last Thursday, however, was differ-
ent. After rubbing the sleep from my 
eyes, I looked out the window and saw 
something marvelous on the horizon. 

rounds my house. For months the scene 
out there has looked pretty much the 
same. There has been nothing but soggy 
mulch, leafl ess shrubs, cold evergreens 
and a few old deer bones the dogs enjoy 
collecting.

But all of a sudden there was some-
thing else. I could see small green shoots 
stretching out to reach the sunlight that 
will guarantee their survival. I fi gured 
that was further proof our world was 
changing.

After all that excitement, I headed 
back inside, picked up a newspaper and 
found even more exciting information.

On the sports page, I couldn’t fi nd 
one story about football. There was, 
however, plenty of baseball news. Pitch-
ers were throwing in Florida, homeruns 
were fl ying out of the spring training 
fi elds in Arizona and the Cincinnati Reds 

See Fiscal Court, page 3

This and That
were expecting a good year from their 
young shortsop.

That’s not all. An advertisement 
said it was time to start shopping for 
swimsuits. I couldn’t remember the last 
time I even read the word swimsuit.

Inside the paper there was more 
news that grabbed that my interest. A 
gardening expert advised his readers 
to fertilize fruit trees, plant evergreens 
and put down sod. I knew the colum-
nist must have been delighted because  
it was the fi rst time he had anything to 
write about since Thanksgiving.

I didn’t need any more clues. It 
could mean only one thing if the days 
were getting longer, robins had re-
turned, fl owers were starting to stir, 
pitchers were throwing and bikinis 
were on sale. Spring is in the air and 
not a moment too soon.

See Warsaw, page 3

Something exciting is going on

Our readers write - See Letters on page 2

Warsaw City Council 
has rejected Mayor C.E. 
French’s proposal to raise 
the city payroll tax.

Four councilmen op-
posed the tax hike at 
Monday’s monthly meet-
ing. They were: Nelson 
Brown, Jerry Hunt, Keith 
Jones, and Randy Jones. 
The proposal would have 
raised Warsaw’s current 
one-percent payroll tax to 
1.25 percent for one year.

Mayor French had 
proposed raising the tax 
because of a large short-
fall in the city’s General 
Fund. Accountant Jeff 
Woods warned council 
about the city’s $195,000 
defi cit last November. 
In addition, the city has 
had to pay Bob Weldon 
$32,500 to settle a legal 
suit over a drainage pipe 
installed on his land with-
out permission.

Nevertheless, coun-
cil did not want to raise 
the rate so quickly on the 
heels of the recent water/
sewer rate hike.

“I know we had a rough 
year and the law suits 
have put us behind,” said 
councilman Brown. “But 
the city is on the right 
track with the cuts we’ve 
made and now is not the 
time to raise taxes. People 
are hurting.”

Councilman Randy 
Jones agreed, saying: 
“We’ve made cuts and 
we’re going with a thin, 
shoestring (police) force. 
Let’s see what these cuts 
will do.”

Jones also questioned 
the temporary nature of 
the tax hike. “Once some-
thing goes up, it never 
goes down,” he said. “If 
we vote for this we proba-
bly won’t be reelected and 
who knows if the people 
sitting here next year will 
honor (ending the tax).”

After hearing the op-
position, Mayor French 
tabled the matter, saying, 
“I don’t want to raise tax-
es either but things have 
gotten tight. In years past, 
Jeff Woods has come in 
here and we’ve hoped it 
would be better next year 
but that hasn’t happened. 
It’s time to take action.”

The city’s budget woes 
date back to the closing of 
the ATS plant in Decem-
ber 2007 and the loss of 
200 jobs. The plant was 
purchased in September 
and there are plans to em-
ploy 40 people.

In other Warsaw coun-
cil business:

•Council approved the 
fi nal reading to close por-
tions of Fifth, West Lo-

A Gallatin County 
woman faces animal 
cruelty charges for the 
second time after police 
seized more than 100 
dogs, chickens and ducks 
from her home on U. S. 
42 East, last Friday.

Karen Bryant was fi rst 
charged in January 2011, 

after authorities found 26 
dogs at her home near the 
Boone County line. Last 
Friday, she was charged 
again when offi cers dis-
covered 20 dogs, 76 
chickens and seven ducks 
at her home. She will ap-
pear in court on March 20.

“Most of the animals 

were living in terrible 
conditions and there was 
no sign of food or water 
around,” said Gallatin 
County Animal Control 
Offi cer Bobby Nunn. 
“Some were locked up 
in crates, others were 
chained up in mud holes 
and most looked like they 

hadn’t been fed in days. 
One of the dogs we took 
has already died and I’m 
not sure how many others 
will survive.”

All of Bryant’s dogs 
were taken to the Gallatin 
County Animal Shelter, 
which is now fi lled to ca-
pacity.

“We are desperately in 
need of foster homes for 
these dogs,” said Nunn. 
“We can’t adopt them out 
until Bryant’s case goes to 
court but we need all the 
help we can get to take 
care of these dogs.”

A foster home has al-
ready been found for Bry-
ant’s chickens and ducks. 
The National Humane 
Society is helping police 
with the investigation.

Nunn describes Bry-
ant’s trailer and the prop-
erty around it as fi lthy.

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like it,” Nunn said. 
“The trailer was fi lled 
with all kinds of stuff. 
There was only a small 
path cleared to walk 
through and that path was 
covered in two or three 
inches of dog feces. It was 
disgusting.”

After her arrest in 2011, 
charges were dismissed 
against Bryant on the con-
dition that she keep no 
more than 10 dogs.

“I thought she got off 
too easy a year ago,” 
said Nunn. “This time I 
hope she gets what she 
deserves. If it were up to 
me, I’d never let her have 
another animal.”

The Sparta Department 
Store, which has been a 
landmark in the middle of 
Sparta for more than 100 
years, has closed.

“It just became too 
much for me and I de-
cided it was time to walk 
away,” said Carol Farrar, 
the store’s owner for the 
past 15 years. Farrar also 
delivers mail for the U. S. 
Postal Service’s offi ce in 
Sparta.

The Sparta Department 
Store was a convenience 
store that sat on the cor-
ner of KY 35 and KY 467. 
For decades, it has been 
a meeting place where 
people have gathered for 
conversation and coffee. 
It also had a reputation for 

having the best ham sand-
wich in the area.

The small town of 
Sparta enjoyed an eco-
nomic boom back in 1869 
when the railroad came 
to town. After that, bars, 
hotels, livestock auctions 
and businesses such as 
the Sparta Department 
Store thrived. Business 
declined in the town af-
ter passenger trains quit 
stopping in the 1960s but 
the Department Store had 
been able to remain open 
until last week.

Farrar said the store’s 
new owner, Josh Chap-
man, plans to convert the 
building into a sports bar.

See page 11 for an his-
toric photo of the store.

Sparta Department
Store has closed

Last Thursday’s Galla-
tin County Fiscal Court 
meeting began with a mo-
ment of silence for all the 

people who died or suf-
fered losses in the March 
2 tornadoes that ravaged 
the region.

Also during the meet-
ing, Judge/executive Ken 
McFarland commended 
county residents and 
emergency personnel who 
volunteered to help those 
affected by the deadly 
storms.

“We were lucky in 
Gallatin County and 
didn’t have nearly the 
damage they had just a 
few miles away,” said 
Judge/executive McFar-
land. “But we have lots of 
good people in our county 
who helped those in need 
and we should be grateful 
for their efforts.”

Additionally, the court 
agreed to expand the 
way residents are noti-
fi ed in times of dangerous 
weather by making warn-
ing calls to cell phones.

In other fi scal court 
news:

•The court passed a 
resolution allowing it to 
operate a bus for senior 
citizens. The county will 
receive a grant that will 

An artist’s touch
Tammy Batson Stephens works on a mural she’s painting on the Public Library’s new addition. 

When fi nished, the mural will contain several Gallatin County scenes including the Courthouse, 
the Ohio River and the Kentucky Speedway. The talented Northern Kentucky artist has com-
pleted similar projects for the Campbell County Library. Photo by Kelley Warnick

More than 100 animals seized
from woman’s home on US 42

Warsaw will
not increase
payroll tax
Council hopes recent
cuts will be enough

County praises those who
aided victims of tornadoes

All dressed up
Courtney Powell, 15, got help from her mother, 
Robin Powell, as she tried on prom and pageant 
dresses at the Relay For Life dress sale in War-
saw last Saturday. The fund-raiser is an annual 
event that benefi ts the American Cancer Soci-
ety. Photo by Kelley Warnick


