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H A R D I N S B U R G —
With a Bachelor of Animal 
Science Degree and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Agriculture 
from Murray State Univer-
sity, Matt Walden stepped 
into the role of manager 
at Southern States at the 
young age of 25. Growing 
up on a small farm, he was 
very familiar with South-
ern States and the services 
they offer to the farmers in 
Breckinridge County.

He said he was excited 
and nervous all at the same 
time when offered the job. 
It is unusual for Southern 
States to hire a new person 
as manager, but Matt had 
the right background. He 
had not applied for the po-
sition originally, but after 
speaking with several peo-
ple, some of whom work 
for Southern States, he 
decided to take a chance 
when offered the position.

The biggest adjustment 
with this job, according to 
Matt, is being in charge of 
people. “That’s something 
I wasn’t used to,” he said. 
“It’s a lot of responsibility. 
I also do most of the buy-
ing, selling and pricing.”

He enjoys his job. “The 
best part of my job is see-
ing farmers succeed,” he 
said. He especially enjoys 
making farm visits. By 
seeing the land, he can of-
ten recommend the proper 
nutrients the soil needs. 
“I identify weeds so we’ll 
know what to spray for 
and I look for diseases.” 

He says every problem has 
its own solution, and he 
is able to make identifi ca-
tions and suggestions.

Many times he goes to 
the farm to look at cattle 

and can recommend the 
proper nutrients for opti-
mal herd health.

Little did Matt know at 
age 13 when he started vol-
unteering at Burke’s Veteri-
narian Clinic that he would 
wind up as manager of 
Southern States in Breck-
inridge County. “I worked 
for John Burke nine years,” 
he stated. His original plan 
was to become a veterinar-
ian, but after fi nishing his 
undergraduate and gradu-

ate work at Murray, he de-
cided that wasn’t the route 
he wanted to take. 

He enjoyed college. In 
fact, he was on the rodeo 
team while at Murray. He 

rode saddle bronc horses 
and bulldogged. He ex-
plained that bulldogging 
is when you ride the horse 
up close to the calf, jump 
off and take the calf to 
the ground. “It hurt a few 
times!” he exclaimed. “But 
it didn’t seem to hurt the 
calves.”

Matt and his wife, Jac-
lyn, recently bought a 140 
acre farm in the county. He 
has always liked working 
with cattle, and they are 

currently in the process of 
preparing the farm for their 
own beef cattle operation. 
He already rents another 
120 acres of land that cur-
rently holds his growing 
herd. He stated that he 
farms at night and works at 
Southern States during the 
day. 

He is defi nitely an out-
doorsman. Bear hunting in 
Alaska and Canada were 
exciting times. “I spent 
nine days in a tent on the 
tundra,” he stated. He was 
hunting grizzly bears, and 
was successful. Although 
the bear is still in Alaska 
being mounted, he hopes 
to have his trophy back 
soon. 

He also went black 
bear hunting in Canada. 
He stated, “Grizzly bears 
are more dangerous than 
black bears. Grizzlies are 
two or three times bigger 
than black bears.” Matt 
explained what is neces-
sary to safely hunt bears. 
“Knowing the habits of the 
animal and having a good 
guide is extremely impor-
tant. You also have to have 
a lot of endurance, because 
you walk several miles a 
day.”

Matt also likes to fi sh, as 
you can tell by the picture. 
“That picture was taken in 
Ontario, Canada,” he stat-
ed. 

When asked about other 
hobbies, he smiled and 
said, “Farming is a hobby. 
I make a pretty good living 
at it though.”

He has little time to 
volunteer these days, but 
he ran a research facility 
while a student at Murray 

Matt Walden

State. They studied the nu-
trition of beef cattle. “We 
studied a lot about graz-
ing,” he explained. Grass 
fed beef cattle was a large 
portion of that study, along 
with how feeding different 
grasses and plants affected 
the weight gain of the cat-
tle. 

Matt is married to Jac-
lyn French and they have 
one son, Tripp. He related 
a funny story about Tripp’s 
birth. “Just before he was 
born I was on the phone 
selling liquid nitrogen to 
a customer. My wife was 
about ready to strangle 
me.” He said the fi rst mo-
ment he saw his son was a 
moment of pure happiness. 

They chose the name 
“Tripp” because it was 
different. While we were 
discussing names, he said, 

“My middle name is Amos. 
I was named after my pa-
paw and he was named af-
ter his dad. Tripp’s middle 
name is also Amos. He is 
the fourth generation of the 
family named Amos.”

It seemed fi tting to end 
our discussion with fam-
ily, since Matt is a devot-
ed family man. The long 
hours at Southern States 
and farming on the side 
may seem demanding, but 
Matt works hard to make 
sure that his family is taken 
care of. He enjoys spend-
ing his extra time with 
them and taking Tripp out 
to ride the gator and check 
the cows.

So, life goes on for Matt 
Walden as he pursues his 
career, hobbies and fi nds 
time to be with his family.

Matt Walden, more than just a farm boy

Do you know an
interesting person?

Email:
blwhit@bbtel.com

and tell us about him or her!
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