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Mining
employs
2,457

Letcher County produced
a total of 6, 167, 143 tons
of coal in the calendar
year 1969. There were
2, 457 men employed
in all mines in the coun-
ty, both underground and
surface.
Those figures are from the

latest annual report of the
Kentucky Department of
Mines and Minerals, for
the year 1969. Similar sta-

tistics for 1970 won't be
released until June, 1971,
but they will probably
reveal a substantial in-

crease in tonnage, primar-
ily because of the jump
in surface-mine- d coal.
It wasn't until after 1969

that the current boom real-
ly began; it also wasn't
until then that a sizeable
number of underground oper-

ators shifted to surface
mines in order to avoid
the costs and requirements
of the 1969 Coal Mine
Health and Safety Act.
Also, it was more prof-
itable to surface mine,
since coal could be more
quickly produced to meet
the immediate demands
of large coal consumers.

Thus in a sense the 1969
figures offer a guage of
the Letcher Gounty coal
industry before the big

(Continued to Page 20)

Hearings
The continuing investiga-

tion of last December 30's
Finley Coal Mine explo-
sion, and the actions of
the U . S. Bureau of Mines,
comes to Hazard tomorrow.

A U. S. House labor subcom-
mittee headed by Rep. John
Dent, D-P- will take
testimony Friday and Sat-
urday at the Perry County
courthouse from miners, sur-

vivors of the blast's victims,
and others. The subcommit-
tee's probe began in Wash-

ington on Tuesday, with
sharp questioning of officials
of the Bureau of Mines.

The Bureau has been severe-
ly criticized by many both
for iu alleged lax enforce-
ment of the 1969 Coal
Mine Health and Safety Act
as well as for its weak and
inadequate response to the
Firfley tragedy in particular.

Tuesday's Washington hear-
ing saw Rep. Carl D. Perkins,
D. Ky. , leading nearly 90
minutes of hard interroga-
tion of more than a dozen
bureau officials and mine in-

spectors. His inquiries dealt
with what he referred to as
the Bureau's "dereliction"
and its "failures" to fully in-

sure safety conditions which
might have presented a trag-
edy such as the Fin ley blast.
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IN The a itAM DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP game last week
the Fleming-Neo- n Pirates defeated the Letcher Eagles, 81-5- 1.

In this picture, Fleming-Neon- 's Roy Reasor (30) and Enoch Ander-
son (20) jump for the ball. Also in the action are the Pirates' G. W.
Meade (15) and Letcher's Gary Adams (45) and Combs (25)
More pictures and story, page s 8 and 9. (Photo by Phil Craft)

Friday in Hazard
The Bureau's own official

Investigation determined
that illegal blasting mater-
ial and practices triggered
the fatal coal dust explo-
sion. But no direct respon-
sibility for those illegalities
was affixed. At Tuesday's
session, however, the Bu-

reau's Deputy Director, Hen-
ry Wheeler, did state that

Audubon members
to tour mines

The Louisville Audubon So-
ciety has organized a tour
of strip-- mine areas in eastern
Kentucky for about 100 mem-
bers this weekend.

The fact-findi- ng tour will
Include extensive travel
through Letcher County,
so that members may view
strip-- mines as well as gas
and oil damage in the coun-
ty.

The Citizens League to
Protect Surface Rights, based
in Blackey, is coordinating
the Letcher County phase
of the visit.
The purpose is for the visit-

ors to be able to discuss (trip-mini-ng

and related matters
from a first-ha- nd point of
view.

he thought the coal opera-
tors' desire to make money
led to their apparent approv-
al of the illegal blasting
practices.

"There was an economic
advantage to be gained.
Coal demand Is high and this
man (Finley) was trying to
expand his production. . .
He was able to mine coal
faster than would otherwise
be possible. . . He
to take this risk" on illegal
explosives. Mine operator
Charles Finley has Insistent-
ly denied knowledge of
any explo-
sives underground, and he
has firmly denied the charge
that he was trying to
"cut corners. "

Perkins wanted to know
why federal inspectors had
not noted the illegal prac-
tices during prior visits to
the Finley mines. The In-

spectors, Including Cordon
Couch from the sub-- district
office In Barbourvllle, said
that they never had seen any-
thing other than legal explo-
sives and techniques during
their visits to the mine on
Hurricane Creek near Hyden.

Perkins, although he did
not so state, apparently was
trying to determine whether
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University of Kentucky
Serials Dep rtmaot
Elizabeth Hanson
UK Library,"'r Ky. 40$0

Randy

decided

Letcher uncut
in new district

The latest house redistrict-in- g

proposal to find favor in
the state legislature would
leave Letcher County whole,
without being divided into

legislative districts.
Letcher County and its 23, 165

persons would be the nucelus
of a new district which also
would include parts of Leslie
and Harlan Counties.

Essentially, the district would
be extended southwest along
Pine Mountain, picking up
some precincts in Leslie County
on one side of the mountain,
and Harlan on the other.

State Representative Ray
Collins, of Whitesburg, said
the change would add 4, 723
persons from Leslie County
to the district -- - basically,
the Mosell -- head of Cutshin
portion of Leslie.

Some 5, 000 Harlan Count-ian- s

would be shifted into the
Letcher dL-- trict. Collins

the Harlan area as
the Loyal, Baxter, Putney,
Bledsoe and Pine Mountain
precincts.

The previous
Droposal would have split
Letcher, with part going in
with Perry County to form a
district, and the remainder
being joined with Magoffin,
Knott and Wolfe counties to
form a second district.

Collins said he felt that the
newest plan will be accepted,
thus permitting Letcher County
voters to control the election
of one state representative,
as they now do. The previous
plan would have made it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for
Letcher ever to elect a Letcher
Countian as state represent-
ative.

Collins, happy over his ap-

parent success in Letcher's be-

half in the house redistrict- -

Hepatitis
Letcher County Is cur-

rently suffering its way
through a serious outbreak
of infectious hepatitis, and
no one really knows precise-
ly what's causing It or how
to prevent It from spread-
ing.
Hepatitis is defined as an
Inflammation of the liver
caused by an Infectious
virus. Also known as
yellow jaundice, the
disease may vary from
a mild Illness lasting one
to two weeks to a much
more severe one requi-
ring several months for
full recovery.
The symptoms of the ill-

ness usually begin with
sudden fever, nausea, ab-
dominal discomfort, loss
of appetite and just plain
feeling bad. Jaundice, a
yellow coloring of the
skin and eyes, usually,
but not always, occurs
after a few days.
Mrs. Esther Sparks, act-

ing administrative assistant
of the Letcher County Health
Department, acknowledged
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ing, said he was sorry to re-

port that apparently nothing
can be done to alter the pro-
posed Senate redisricting in
the county's behalf.

At pr ent, Letcher and Perry
Counties jointly form a sen-

ate district. The rwo are
even in population.

But under the Senate redi-
sricting plan that apparently
is headed for approval, Let-

cher wouldbe placed in with
Pike County to form a dis-

trict. Pike's population is

nearly three times as big as
Letcher's, and it appears un-

likely that Letcher County
will be able to elect a Let-

cher countian as senator.
Collins said Stae Senator
Pearl Strong, had
been unable to pick up any
senate support for a plan which
would keep Perry and Letcher
together as a district.

Collins had urged that the
counties of Letcher, Leslie,
Perry and Knott be placed to-
gether to form a new senator-
ial district, on the ground
the Kentucky river counties
have a lot in common and
have learned to work together.

Poor still in jail

Despite a major Supreme
Court ruling last week that
it is unconstitutional to hold
poor people in jail because
they are unable to pay fines,
a number of persons appar-
ently in that position re-

main in the Letcher County
jail.
The High Court declared

in its ruling that the age-ol- d

"fine-or-jai- l" system
(Continued to Page 12)

'serious'
the presence of the disease
in the county. "We are try-

ing to find the source of it, "

she said. She added that in
her view it "Is mostly re-

lated to cleanliness. "

Mrs. Sparks declined,
however, to say just how
many cases of hepatitis
the county has experienced
lately. "I'd rather not say, "

she said, adding that the
exact figure " Is just some-
thing which should be kept
within the health depart-
ment. "

Nonetheless, the commun-
icable disease section of
the Kentucky Department
of Health was willing to
Indicate the seriousness of
the situation. According to
statistics there, the total
number of reported hepati-
tis cases In the county In
all of 1970 was 43. But
In the first two months of
1971 alone, there have al-

ready been 34 reported ca-

ses, 20 In January and 14
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