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THE IRON CURTAIN OF OUR
SCHOOLS IS STILL DOWN
We never dreamed what a

Hornets Nest would be stirred up
when we started the current cam-
paign on trying to clear up our
school situation and trying to
save the taxpayers' money. It
seems that many people are wait-
ing like the Children of Israel
waiting to be led out of the wild-
erness.

In the past thirteen years,
only one accurate and complete
financial statement has been pub-
lished, and during that time lit-
erally millions of hard-earne- d

dollars of tax money has been
spent, whether wisely, or not, is
a matter for the public to judge.

The statute books of Kentucky
clearly state that all money-handlin- g

political subdivisions
shall publish a complete financial
statement.

Up to now our school board has
not complied but once during that
13 years and that was in 1953
when Mr. Dave L. Craft, was the
Superintendent. Now we ask,
WHY?

One thing perhaps, it would
show how small the teachers' sal-
ary is in comparison to the $350,
$325, $300, and $500 some of the
supervisors are receiving twelve
months out of the year.

We have checked with four of
our surrounding counties and find
that the above figures are far out
of line. One lady in Perry Coun-
ty stated she has worked for .her
board for 25 years as its secretary
and only gets $250 per month;
her assistant gets $150. per Mo.

In Breathitt county which has a
about the same number of child-
ren as does Letcher, the supervis-
or and attendance officer take
care of the book store.

In Harlan county which has a
much larger number of children,
we were informed a girl is em-

ployed six months out of the year,
she receives $200 per month and
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takes care of the book store.
As this is written we have just

returned from Linefork where
we saw the foundation started for
a school near the mouth of Camp-
bell's Branch. Citizens there said
the work started just before the
last school election, but work was
abandoned a short time after-
ward. One man said about 75
men were hired and kept on the
job at the rate of $1.00 per hour,
said work lasted over 30 days.
Over 300 bags of cement was
wasted, he said.

The footing had been poured
for what looked to be the founda-
tion of an eight-roo- m building.
The reinforcement steel was fit-
ted, for the foundation. A small
supply house had been built, a
large pile of sand had been haul-
ed, also a goodly supply of gravel
and a supply of lumber. The sand
if not used will probably be
washed away by rains, also the
lumber is uncovered and will
soon deteriorate and ruin. We
would estimate the value of the
work done along with the sup-
plies at about $1,000.

We feel that citizens are due
a peep inside the "curtain" We
have lighted the torch, now it is
up to the people to keep it burn-
ing. If anyone has anything to
say, we will be glad to print it if
properly signed.

We find that many people
furnishing information do not
wish to have their names used.
This, we suspect, is because they
fear some kind of reprisal may be
used against them in the teaching
profession, in business, etc.

We regret that we are unable
to use many unsigned letters.
These letters contain much inter-
esting information, but please re-

member, a check is of no value
unless signed.

Just to give those who may be
interested an idea concerning
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these communications here are a
few quotes:

' "We had a nice little athletic
association formed at Fleming- -

Neon, but politics have entered in
our schools and torn it to pieces.

"No one knows how much
lunch room money was taken or
what went with it. At Fleming-Neo- n

lunch room last year for a
time the lunch-roo-m fed between
ten- - and fifteen laborers who
were employed on the highway
at 20c per meal."

"Over the past several years
several school leaders have at-

tended educaflional meetings at
far-awa- y places, their expenses
were paid from the school funds."

"My children are the dearest
things in the world to' me. What
can I expect of them unless they
have good schools and good lead
ers

"Just look at how the top lead
ers got their jobs.

"There are too many at top-not- ch

salaries on the year-roun- d

payroll.'

"Why are occasional secret
sessions held at Board Meetings,
what is there to hide?"

"We will publish the financial
statement, but we'll do it in our
own newspaper."
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There's no"buy"like a

its the

Get the leader In looks
Only Ford brings you the styling of
the famous Thunderbird. Note the
low roof line, the long body, the
lat rear deck ... the fresh clean
keauty of Ford's years-ahea- d design.

Get the leader in V-g- 's

You get V-- 8 power from the V--8

leader when you buy Ford. You get
Trigger-Torq- ue "GO" . . . quick
mponse in emergencies ... a new
iMftng of aacuritar and confidence.

see our

"I moved my family to Perry
County because of school condi-
tions in Letcher."

"I sent my boy from home
school to Fleming school last year
and I'm glad I did."

"Rural teachers have already
been without pay for four months
and they are very much under-
paid when they do work."

Do you want to know who
writes the editorials and why'--

We got sick and tired of so many
people coming to us with com-

plaints about our sick schools-O- ur

only interest is in trying to
make them well again, if the case
has not lingered too long. It
seems, judging from conversa-
tions that "Specialists" are badly
needed. It will take the work of
all good citizens to put our
schools on the road to success.

There are many, many
other things brought to our atten-
tion, but they are being omitted,
someone might become embar-
rassed or get his feelings hurt. If
any of the things we have written
are untrue - why not challenge
them? We'll print your answer,
you won't even have to wait for
your own newspaper to become
established. You can save it for
business, political, or other pur
poses.

Board member Daniel
explained to us that the criti--

Get the leader In ride
You'll find even the smooth roads seem
smoother with Ford's Angle-Poise- d

ride. Front springs are tilted back to
absorb bumps from the as well as
up and down, to cushion your ride.

Get a top dollar trade
Nows the time to buy a brand-ne-w

'55 Ford. Your present car will never
be worth more! And our leadership
sales pace puts us in position to make
you an extra-goo- d deal right now!
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ONLY FORD CARS AND TRUCKS
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cism could not apply
to him since he only
tooic office the first of
the year and that he
and Board member
Basil Hall were the
'last two members
elected.

r To The

Leatherwood, Ky.
August 10, 1955

Dear Mrs. Nolan:
Since reading your recent

editorials relative to school con-

ditions, I want to subscribe to
the Mountain Eagle. Please mail
it to me at Leatherwood, Ky.

For a long time I have been
angry at the injustice our

'children are receiving. I have
not felt too hard at those in.

power for I believe that the
parents are to blame. EVERY
parent WANT better for
his child. He must demand it
and work for it. He can't sit
idly and wait for promises to
be kept. Righteous anger tells
the world what kind of parent
you are.

. May I write you just exactly
how I feel about existing con-

ditions? I can give you facts
and conditions at Blackey then,
and now.

Eastern Teachers College has
requested that I send the en-

closed article to your paper. In.
my work of assisting Eastern,
please bill me for any items' I
may to the paper.

Sincerely yours,
Mrs. Lundy Adams

Some 35 per cent of mouth,
are cured About

65 per cent be cured if the
cancer is soon
the Cancer
states.
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Get long, low terms

High trade-i-n is only part of our
"deal" when it comes to a
Ford. Ask about our

plan. You can tailor your
down lov! Iff convenient, tool

Get top resale value
For years, Ford has more of

cost at resale than any
other car in the field. Ford's
worth more when you buy it . . . worth
more when you sell

If you are interested in a car, be sure to

V or other used car selections!
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