Buckner bike-maker
Writing contest winner
provides custom ride is an environmentalist
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Don Walker has built bicycles for elite cyclists
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Don Walker considers
himself something like a
tailor, but instead of a needleandthread,heusessteel
tubing and table mills.
The bicycle-maker sizes up his customers with
just a few looks and questions and then comes up
with a concept, the seat
height and handlebar angles lengthened or shortened to fit perfectly.
This talent and eye for
detail are responsible for
his popularity, and now he
has brought those skills to
Buckner, where he has set
up his new shop, making
one-of-a-kind cycles.
“I love the finished
product, actually putting
them out on the road and
watching them ride the
bike,” said Walker, 45.
Roughly 500 bikes have
come together through his
hands during his 20-year
career, with some of the cycles going to Olympians
and Union Cycliste Internationale Track World
Championships
participants.
Matt Haldeman, who
lives in Seattle, has commissioned three bikes from
Walker with another to follow shortly.
“They’re
gorgeous
pieces of work,” he said.
“The bike feels like it’s a
part of me when I’m out on
the track.”
Walker found his way to
handmade bikes in somewhat of a roundabout way.
He competed in track
races when he was young,
but after high school he
trained to be an aircraft
mechanic and would go on
to work on Air Force and
Navy aircraft and Lear and
Challenger jets.
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Don Walker lines up the steel tubing that will form the
frame of a new bike at his shop in Buckner.
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DON WALKER
CYCLES
» To learn more about Don
Walker Cycles, go to
www.donwalkercycles.com.

MORE PHOTOS
» An online gallery is at
courier-journal.com/northeast.

In1990, a part of his bike
crackedandhetookittothe
bike shop across the street
from his airplane hanger in
Santa Barbara, Calif.
He asked so many questions that finally the frame
builder,whohad just gotten
a new jig that holds the
tubes together, asked Walker if he would like his old
one, so that he could dabble
on his own.
The passion grew from
there, and eventually Walker would pass on the jig to
anotheramateurbike-maker.
“That jig has probably
seen 20 different owners
over its life span,” he said.
He now makes road,
track, single speed, mountain, tandem and cross bike
frames, which average
$3,000 each.
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Walker would also become known for his fillet
brazing, a technique that
makes the tubes look seamlessly connected.
“I was kind of smitten
with his work,” said Haldeman, of when he first saw
Walker’s bikes. “The joinery was just very beautiful.”
Walker operated a retail
shop in Indianapolis but recently decided he wanted
to focus just on making
bikes.
He and his fiancee
moved into a home in BucknerinOctober.Ithastwoattached garages, which
have become his work studios. Walker has an11-yearold daughter, Julianna.
Walker said he lives in a
thriving cycling area.
The Union Cycliste Internationale
Cyclocross
World Championships are
being held in Louisville
next January.
“Louisville is probably
the best kept secret for a
cycle city,” he said. “The
people who are here know
what a good scene it is.”
Reporter Emily Hagedorn
can be reached at (502)
582-4621.
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