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Developer David
Nicklies will soon have
another chance to pre-
sent his plans to Louis-
ville Metro Council for
the former site of Kitty’s
Plants and Produce on
Brownsboro Road.

The Louisville Metro
Council voted March 8 to
allow the Jefferson Coun-
ty Attorney’s Office to
settle the lawsuit Nick-
lies filed against the
council.

And under the settle-
ment, the council will
again consider amend-
ments to Nicklies’ devel-
opment plan — a plan
some residents have op-
posed.

In the lawsuit, Nick-
lies claimed he wasn’t af-
forded due process and
equal protection of the
law when the Metro
Council rejected changes
he proposed to his devel-
opment plan in July.

“There were signifi-
cant questions about the
process,” said Bill Patte-
son, communications di-
rector for the Jefferson
County Attorney’s Of-
fice. “And to make sure
that it isn’t in any way
controversial and there
are no questions, the
council will get another
chance to hear it.”

Nicklies said he is
ready to present his case
to the council but was
waiting for the final word
that the settlement had
been reached.

He has been planning
to build an active adult
community for baby
boomers and empty nest-
ersontheformernursery
site at 8708 Brownsboro

Road since at least 2007.
The original plan ap-

proved in 2008 called for
170 units that would be a
mix of single-family, mul-
tifamily and condos.

But he changed the
plan, and then last year he
said that he wanted to in-
crease the height of
buildings to 50 feet, add
attached dwellings in a
section closest to neigh-
bors, add a retirement
community and increase
the density of the devel-
opment to 293 units total.

He told the Louisville
Metro Planning Commis-
sion that the economy no
longer supported his
original plan, and the
Planning Commission
voted last April to recom-
mend that the Metro
Council approve the
amendments.

“The original contro-
versy is that he proposed
an original density, and
the council had called for
a different density,” Pat-
teson said. “They’re go-
ing to reconsider that is-
sue.”

Through the settle-
ment process, Nicklies
and Co. agreed to reduce
the number of units. Ac-
cording to the settlement
documents considered by
Metro Council, the devel-
opment will not exceed
256 units.

Nearby residents, who
originally approved of
the project, have raised
objections to the changes
over the past few years.
Some said the develop-
ment would overwhelm
the area, creating traffic
problems, among other
things.

Reporter Emily Hagedorn
can be reached at (502)
582-4621.
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The students spent about two
weeks learning their routines,
working with professional part-
ners who are part of the Circus of
the Kids staff. Based in Florida,
the circus program has been
working with students across the
country for 30 years.

Bruce Pfeffer founded the
program after falling in love with
circuses as a kid and studying at
Florida State University’s Flying
High Circus.

He worked at Walt Disney
World, Six Flags Great America
and Club Med in the Bahamas be-
fore he realized that circus arts
and kids make for a great pairing.

“It was almost by accident be-
cause I didn’t set out to start
something like this,” Pfeffer said
during a rehearsal at Crosby.
“But once I started teaching cir-
cus to kids, it just fit.”

For students like Isabelle and
the more than 521,000 kids who’ve
been a part of Circus of the Kids
performances, the challenge
teaches them about teamwork
and boosts self-esteem, Pfeffer
said.

“It’s the greatest thing to see
them when they’re starting out
and thinking there’s no way they
can do these things,” he said.
“And then when they do their rou-
tine for the first time, you can just
see how much confidence they
have.”

Pfeffer said he often gets
emails and letters from people

who were part of the circus pro-
gram when they were children.

School library media special-
ist Terra Murphy and former
principal Albert Cole, who retired
in 1999, first discovered the cir-
cus company at a middle school
conference. Murphy and instruc-
tional assistant Christine Smith
now co-sponsor the program.

To learn more about the Circus
of the Kids program, go to
www.circusofthekids.com.

The program doesn’t cost the
school any money because it’s run
like other afterschool activities
and students pay a fee to partici-
pate, Murphy said. This year, the
fee was $185, she said.

“The great thing is that not
only has interest and participa-
tion grown over the years, but
that we’ve all noticed that circus
really draws a lot of kids who
don’t participate in any other
school activities,” Murphy said.

“It makes you kind of teary-
eyed to see them so confident in
themselves and each other when
they’re done. Circus is a really big
thing to everyone at Crosby.”

In fact, Murphy said she often
hears students say that one of the
reasons they were hoping to at-
tend Crosby was circus.

Crosby’s students come from
all over the city including Port-
land, Douglas Hills, downtown,
Berrytown, Middletown, Jeffer-
sontown and Lake Forest.

“Oh, I knew about circus be-
fore I got here,” said seventh-
grader Miller Kraps, 13, who was
this year’s ringmaster.

“Last year, I was part of the
jump rope group, and this year
has been really great. You just
learn a lot, really fast and it’s so
fun.”
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Suspended silk aerialist Sophia
Labrecque performs.

Alex Pinion, left, and Sophie Steere swing a rope as Carson Cline prepares to jump over it while balancing
during the Globe Trotters act.


