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The University of Louisville
football team retains so many top
players from last season that this
year’sspringdrills,whichbeginto-
day,willbemoreaboutrefiningthe
lineup than overhauling it. The
team that earned a share of the Big
East Conference title has eight
starters back on offense and 10 on
defense.

Although the Cardinals fin-
ished the 2011season with a loss to
North Carolina State in the Belk
Bowl for an identical 7-6 record as
coach Charlie Strong’s first sea-
son, for the first time in his three-
yeartenuretheyenterspringprac-
tice with high expectations.

Here are five questions they
aim to answer.

1.HowmuchwillTeddygrow?
Freshman quarterback Teddy

Bridgewater didn’t take over the
starting position until the fourth
game last season, but once he did,
he seemed to improve incremen-
tally with every start.

Offensive coordinator and
quarterbacks coach Shawn Wat-
son now wants him to make a big
leap in consistency.

“I want to see him use all the
weapons in his offense,” Watson
said. “He’s a weapon right now, but
whathe’sgottodoislearntousehis
wholeoffense.Weleftcompletions
on the field; we left plays on the
field.”

2. Will the next Bilal Powell
please stand up?

The Cardinals played running
back by committee last season,
eventually permanently moving
Dominique Brown from backup
quarterback in the third game. He
and Jeremy Wright are the most
experienced running backs re-
turning.

Watson said Brown should ben-
efit from playing an entire spring
at the position. Corvin Lamb and
Senorice Perry are waiting in the
wings to earn more reps.

“Ibelieveit’simportantforusto
create an identity in the run game
this season,” Watson said. “We
know who we are schematically in
what we want to do, but we need to
have that same identity that Bilal
put into the offense.”

3. Who will fill the leadership
void?

Linebacker Dexter Heyman,
defensive end Greg Scruggs, run-
ning back Victor Anderson and
tight end Josh Chichester were a
few of the key seniors lost from
last season. They eventually grew
into the leadership roles that
Strong preached were so vital to
the team’s growth. Several players
will be looked upon to set the early
tone for the 2012 season.

Bridgewater, though only a
sophomore, has the respect of his
teammates and could assume a
morevocalrole.Ondefense,safety
Hakeem Smith has the most expe-
rience and the accolades to take on
a leadership position.

4. Are permanent corners on
the horizon?

Cornerback was the most jug-
gled position on the defense last
season. It got so bad that receiver
Josh Bellamy pulled dual duty and
played a series in the secondary
against West Virginia.

Thatshouldn’tbeaproblemthis
season. Terrell Floyd, Andrew
Johnson, Stephan Robinson and
Adrian Bushell offer enough expe-
rience that the Cards should be
able to use their aggressive blitz
without fear of leaving their backs
in single coverage.

5. How will the Cards handle
higher expectations?

Strong said throughout last sea-
son that his team did a poor job of
handling success. The barometer
to gauge how spring drills are go-
ing could be who emerges in the
starting lineup. At the moment all
positions are open, although those
whofinishedtheseasonasstarters
do have an advantage.

But if the spring ends with a
slew of newcomers atop the depth
chart, the Cards could have a prob-
lem with complacency.

“Here starters have to earn
their positions, and that’s a good
thing,” Watson said. “The way ev-
ery program gets better is when
there is competition at every posi-
tion and you have to fight for your
job.”

C. L. Brown can be reached at (502)
582-4044.
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OPEN PRACTICE
U of L practices scheduled for 4 p.m.
today, 4 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m.
Saturday will be open to the public.

LEXINGTON, Ky. — While most
in the commonwealth are con-
sumed with the University of
Kentucky basketball team’s
march through March Madness,
today also marks the beginning of
an important period for the foot-
ball team: spring practice.

UK is coming off a 5-7 season.
Thanks to graduation and offsea-
son dismissals, Kentucky will
spend this spring – and preseason
campinAugust– tryingtofindre-
placements for six starters on de-
fense, five on offense and one of
the nation’s top punters.

Here are five key questions:
1. Who will be the Cats’ start-

ing quarterback in 2012?
This one won’t likely be settled

in spring. Senior Morgan Newton
started the first eight games last
season before suffering a torn la-
bruminhisthrowingshoulder.He
gave way to Maxwell Smith, who
looked better than Newton in his
three starts. Smith, a rising soph-
omore, is atop the depth chart for
this month’s practices, but that’s
partly because Newton is still re-
covering from shoulder surgery .

The X-factor is incoming
freshman Patrick Towles, consid-
ering a top-10 quarterback
recruit, who won’t enroll until
summer.ButTowlesisplanningto
visit spring practice often.

2. Whoever is Kentucky’s QB,
will he have time to throw?

The Cats have to replace the
entire left side of their offensive
lineandbothtackles,thankstothe
graduation of Chandler Burden,
Stuart Hines and Billy Joe Mur-
phy. Also gone is Jake Lanefski, a
utility lineman.

UK will lean on senior center
Matt Smith, who has started 22

games, and senior right guard
Larry Warford, an All-SEC line-
man who has started 25 games.

3. Can the Cats replace their
entire linebacker corps?

Kentucky lost starting weak-
side linebacker Danny Trevath-
an, middle linebacker Ronnie
Sneed and linebacker/safety hy-
brid Winston Guy to graduation.
Then starting linebacker/end hy-
brid Ridge Wilson was dismissed
after his recent arrest on drug
charges in Louisville. Those four
departed players accounted for
381tackles last season.

The candidates to fill those
four jobs all have some experi-
enceasbackups.SophomoreMal-
colm McDuffen is in line to take
Trevathan’s spot, junior Avery
Williamson is the new Sneed and
sophomore Alvin “Bud” Dupree
will step in for Wilson.

4. Will UK’s secondary losses
be addition by subtraction?

Despite losing both starting
cornerbacks,Phillipssaid“alotof
people have more concerns than
we do” about the secondary. He
said senior Cartier Rice, who
played significant snaps as a
backup last season, at times
played “as good as even the start-
ers.”Theotherfirst-stringcorner
entering the spring is redshirt
freshman Marcus Caffey.

5. How will the team’s two
new assistant coaches fit in?

Today will mark UK’s first
practice without beloved wide re-
ceivers coach Tee Martin and for-
mer defensive coordinator Steve
Brown.Itwillalsobethecoaching
debut of newly hired receivers
coach Pat Washington and sec-
ondary coach Mike Cassity. What
cantheplayersexpectfromthose
two, and vice versa?

Kyle Tucker can be reached at (502)
582-4361.
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COLLEGE PARK, Md. — With
a 23-10 season complete, the
University of Louisville wom-
en’s basketball team is fo-
cused on one goal.

The Cardinals want to play
a home game in the NCAA
Tournament, and next season
they could get the chance be-
cause the KFC Yum! Center
will be a first- and second-
round site.

“That would be great, but
we have to take care of busi-
ness,” coach Jeff Walz said.
“The last time we hosted (at
Freedom Hall in 2010), we
didn’t get in the tournament.

“There’s a lot of work to be
done, but I am excited about
the future of the program. I
think (Monday’s 72-68 loss to
fifth-ranked Maryland) shows
we’re going in the right direc-
tion.”

The Cardinals had to play
LSU in Baton Rouge in the
2009 tournament and Xavier
in Cincinnati in 2010, winning
both of those games. This year
Maryland was a host school
for the first two rounds of the
Raleigh Regional.

“Our fans are unbeliev-
able,” Walz said. “The chance
to play at home in the NCAA
Tournament is a big advan-
tage. I’d be shocked if we don’t
have 18,000 (fans).”

But that will have to wait
until next season. This one
came to an end Monday night
in a game the Cards led by five
points with five minutes left.

Walz pointed out that his
young team “really grew up
and matured” after senior Mo-
nique Reid and junior Tia
Gibbs suffered season-ending
injuries early in the season.

“We had some kids that
were able to grow and devel-
op, and that’s what makes me
so excited about the future:
the character they showed,”
Walz said. “They want to get
better not only as players on
the court but as teammates off

the court.”
U of L is likely to be in the

preseason top 10 with leading
scorer Shoni Schimmel and
three other starters returning.
In addition, Gibbs is expected
back from shoulder surgery,
and Reid will petition the
NCAA for a fifth year of eligi-
bility after her knee injury.
She led the team in scoring as a
sophomore and junior and was
a preseason All-Big East Con-
ference selection this season.

The only player the Cardi-
nals will lose is senior Becky
Burke, who averaged 11.5
points.

“It’s almost a compliment
(playing Maryland so close) in
a way because we are so
young,” Schimmel said. “We
played the No. 5-ranked team
in the nation at their house and
lost by four. It really helps us
because it’s a learning experi-
ence. We’re ready to get back
to work and try to get better
for next year.”

Freshman Bria Smith start-
ed all 33 games, and sopho-
more Sheronne Vails started
26. Redshirt freshman Shawn-
ta’ Dyer, junior Asia Taylor,
freshman Sara Hammond and
sophomore Antonita Slaugh-
ter showed major improve-
ment late in the season. Back-
up point guards Jude Schim-
mel, a freshman, and junior
Shelby Harper also are ex-
pected back.

Walz signed two players in
the fall — Springfield, Mo.,
guard Megan Deines and Sur-
prise, Ariz., forward Courtnee
Walton — and could add more
this spring.

“We’ve signed players who
want to be here,” he said.
“Now we just have to get bet-
ter. The spring and summer
will be big for us, trying to get
better.”

Walz could lose at least one
staff member. Michelle Clark-
Heard has been at U of L all
five seasons with Walz, but she
has been mentioned as a head
coaching candidate at several
places, including Western
Kentucky.

Jeff Walz will build his 2012-13 team around Shoni Schimmel and
a whole lot of other veterans. DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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Cards’ goal
now: home
game in ’13
KFC Yum! Center will be an NCAA site
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AMES, Iowa — Behind the clutch
playofKeylaSnowden,thesecond-
seeded University of Kentucky
avoidedastunningcollapse ina65-
62 win against Green Bay in the
second round of the NCAA Wom-
en’s Basketball Tournament .

The win puts Kentucky into the
Sweet 16 for the second time in
threeyears.KentuckywillfaceNo.
11seedGonzaga(28-5)onSundayin
Kingston, R.I.

Kentucky (27-6) led 51-37 with
12 minutes to go, but Green Bay
(31-2) used a blizzard of Wildcat
turnovers to tie the game with
three minutes to go.

Megan Lukan’s free throw with
1:56 to go put Green Bay ahead 62-
61,andthenA’DiaMathies,whofin-
ished with10 points, missed a jum-
per in the lane, and the rebound
went off Kentucky out of bounds.

Snowdenmadethefirstofthree
big plays when she stripped Sarah
Eichler, denying a sure layup. The
ball went out of bounds off Ken-
tucky,butBriaGossdrewacharge
to give Kentucky the ball back.
Goss traveled with 1:04 to go —
Kentucky’s20thturnoverofthesec-
ond half and 34th of the game.

After a defensive stop by UK,
Snowden’s jumper in the lane
rolled in with18 seconds to go, put-

ting Kentucky
ahead63-62.Lukan
missed on a drive
to the basket, and
after an offensive
rebound Lydia
Bauer missed a 3-
pointer with six
seconds to go.

Green Bay
coachMattBollant

wishes he had a do-over.
“Looking back, I wish I’d called

timeout in that situation,” he said.
Snowden was then fouled and

madetwofreethrows.Shejumped
in the air as Adrian Ritchie’s 3-
pointerbouncedoff thebackof the
rim just before the horn sounded.

Samarie Walker led Kentucky
with15 points and13 rebounds.

“Ithoughtshewasadifference-
maker,” Bollant said. “We couldn't
keep her off the glass.”

Kentucky forced a season-low
13 turnovers against McNeese
State but took it away twice from
Green Bay in the opening minute.
The Phoenix had 12 turnovers in
the first half and finished with 24.

Green Bay is ranked 10th in The
Associated Press poll but received
a seven seed despite a 30-1 record
and a trip to the Sweet16 last year.
The Phoenix proved themselves
with a 71-57 win against host Iowa
State on Saturday, making 11 3-
pointers and forcing 30 turnovers.

Green Bay, though, could not
duplicate that effort initally, open-
ing Monday’s game 2 of 13 while
Kentucky darted to a 21-6 lead.
Green Bay closed within 10, but
Kentuckywentona7-0runthe last
two minutes of the first half to
stretch its lead to 42-25.

LATE MONDAY

UK just
avoids
total
collapse
By Mike Malloy
Special to The Courier-Journal

UP NEXT
Who: Gon-
zaga
When: Sun-
day, time TBA
Where: The
Ryan Center,
Kingston, R.I.
TV: TBA

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — The
University of Louisville’s loss
to Maryland on Monday
marked the end of Becky
Burke’s career, and she’ll go
down as one of the top players
in school history.

The 5-foot-11 guard from
Clarks Summit, Pa., was a
freshman role player when
the Cardinals made it to the
2009 NCAA championship
game. She helped the Cards
reach the Sweet 16 as a junior
and make the second round
this year.

“She deserves a round of
applause,” coach Jeff Walz
said Monday, noting that
Burke was the “first to last
four years with me.”

Burke was emotional talk-

ing about her career after the
defeat.

“Just basically coming in
as a freshman — stubborn, dis-
agreements, thinking you’re
always right, and then just ma-
turing over your four years
and not wanting to hear some
of the things he had to say
sometimes,” she said. “But
just becoming a much better
person. It’s been a lot of fun for
me.”

Burke finished her career
as the program’s seventh-
leading scorer with 1,288
points. She ranks third in 3-
point field goals (249), 3-point
attempts (683) and free-throw
percentage (.841), and she tied
Keshia Hines for second in
games played (138).

This season Burke played
in all 33 games and averaged
11.5 points and 32.7 minutes,
hitting 81 three-pointers.

Walz offers Burke
‘a round of applause’
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

BOWLING GREEN, Ohio — It
had been over a year since Britt-
ney Griner dunked in a game.

She finally did it again — this
time in the NCAA Tournament.

Griner became the second
woman to dunk in an NCAA tour-
nament game Tuesday night,
slamming one down with her
right hand early in the second
half of top-seeded Baylor’s 76-57
win over ninth-seeded Florida.

The 6-foot-8 junior phenom
went nearly 12 minutes without
scoring at the beginning of the
game but finished with 25 points,
including the night’s biggest
highlight.

Odyssey Sims added 14 points
for Baylor (36-0). Azania Stewart
led Florida (20-13) with 14.

Candace Parker of Tennessee
dunked twice in an NCAA Tour-
nament game in 2006 against
Army. Griner’s dunk was her first
of the season and sixth of her ca-
reer. Parker holds the career rec-
ord with seven.

WOMEN

Griner dunks
in Baylor win
Associated Press
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